" the ftate. The other amendment

i’ OTES ano PRQCEEDINGS, OcToBER, 1780, |

“The Bill to naturalize the fons of the late major-general the baron de Kalb, was vead the fe-

conid time by, efpecial order and pafled. . ‘
“The refolve relative to the faid bill, was read the fecond tirge and affented to, fo endorfed,

and.fent to the fenate, with the faid bill, by Mr. Freeland and Mr. Plowgen. .
: e order of the day being read, the houfe proceeded to the elettion of an auditor-general,
and the ballots being depofited in the ballot box, the gentlemen named to ftrike retired, and af-
ter fome time returned and reported, that upon examining the ballots it appeared, that Zepha-
‘niab Turner, Elg; had a majority of votes. W hereupon

ResoLvED, That Zephaniah Turner, BEfq; be, and is hereby declared to be, auditor-general.
OrpERED, That the clerk of this houle infoPm Mr. 1'arner by letter of his appointment.
Brice 1. B. Worthington, Efg; from the feaate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the engrofled bill
Ne. 37, with the paper bill thereof, which engioffed bill was read and affented to, the paper
bill fo endorfed and fent to the fenate by Mr. M*Comas and Mr. Hungerford.

Mr..T. Johnfon biings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following draught of a meffage:

By tue HOUSE or DELEG ATES, January 30, 378I.
MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, ) '

‘W E have confidered your propofed amendments to the bill to feize, confifcate and appropriate
all Britifh property within this frate, and have agreed to your amendment to confine the indem-
nification for property deftroyed on the land to fuch only as may b taken away or deftroyed within
s we have not agreed to. 1 hey are reducible to three heads =
An exception of debts from confifcation ; an exception of imported merchandife from property,
the value of which, on its being taken away or d ftroyed by the enemy on the land, is promifed
by the bill to be ‘indemniﬁeu’ . and to ftrike out the promife of indemnification propofed by the
bill for unrigged 'veflels already taken or deftroyed by ‘he enemy, and unrigged veilels which
may be fo taken or deftroyed within twenty days afier their being launched. .

.As to the firft, we fee no eflentisl difference between confifcating debts and any other proper-
ty; if it was neceflary to wait til] the example is fet by our enemies in the individual irftance, it
is not wanting in effe& in this, as the trutees of the punlic ftock in the funds have refufed to

ay the bi.ls drawn under an aét of affembly, as mentioned in the bill ; and to that may be added
the almaft general practice of protefting bills of excnange, where there are effects, which took
place after the laft confignments of tobacco in the year 17753 moft of the people of this ftate
who were iudebted to Britifh merchants, when there was 2 profpet of the ufual intercourfe
ceafing, made extraordinary remittances ; their exertions were ackinowledged and applauded, but
‘not imitated by their enemies, who have generally kept their hangs thut on what they could get

into them. | But fo far as the debts go to pay deots, it cannot be confidered a confifeation of
them with fo much propricty as a juft application of the debtor’s effells to fatisfy his creditor,
who has already been kept too long out of his money ; and if the remedy is to be by attachment

in the common courie of law, there is little i

probability of any balance remaining, as much of
ghe fubject will be funk by the charges.

. If your honours, however, fhould not fully agree in fentiment with us on this point, and
wave your propofed amendments, and are, as we prefume you muft be, defirous of an-application
of debts to pay debts, inciuding that due to this ftate on account of the bank ftock, and to put
the matter in fuch a way that there may be no payments or remittances of any kind to thofe who
may be in the Britifh dominions, and to prevent fecreting or emvezzling books or evidences of
thofe debts, we fhall concur with you in proper meafures for that purpofe, leaving the balance,
if any, fubje& to the difpofition of the general aflembly.
. The exception of imported merchandife feems to us not to be founded on principle ; when im-
orted  merchandife is on the land, fecured perbaps in the fame houfe with home produce or
‘ynanufaures, and both are taken away or deftroyed together, re.fon cannot difcriminate be-
tween them, nor can it if one fhould belong to one friend, and the other to another; indeed,
“imported merchandifes more generally belong to traders to foreign parts, and they are ufually
kept in the fame towns or places where confiderable quantities of country produce are collelled 5
the laft is generally a principal object with the enemy to attempt the whole ; if the owners of the
houfes, the colleéted produce, and the imported =erchandiles, are equally well affected citizens,
they feem equally entitled, by the principles of juftice and policy, to equal indemnification ; nor
does any reafon oecur to us to diftinguifh between the owner of a veflel on the ftocks, and him
who has juft Jaunched his, and has not time, with his beft diligence, to get ber rigged in order
to her removal ; either knew of a poflibility of the enemy deftroying his labour laid out on a
veflel, before or after {he may have been launched ; both had equally a view of profit from the
~ undertaking, and the man who builds a houfe, or plants a crop, kn?wing the like poflibility of
deftru&ion to either, does fo for his convenience, pleafure or profit, but none of the whole lays
_ out his Jabour with the expeftation of having it taken away or deftroyed. * The amendment, o

far as it goes to take away the benefit defigned by the bill in faveur of any perfon who may
‘ have




