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I T S0 1t was ‘reful‘vcd in the aflirmative.

o William Hiﬂdman, E(q.; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill to feize, confifcate,

and appropriate ,%‘ll Britifh property within this ftate, endorfed; ¢ By the fenate, Januasy 27,

« 3781: Read t &ﬁrﬂ: time and ordered to lie on the table. :
. o

. . s¢ By order, J. MACCUBBIN, clk.” -
" s By the fenate, January 29, 1781: Read the fecond time and will pals with che, propofed
¢ Amepdments. - -
o « By order; J. MACCUBBIN, clk.”

Amendments propofed. Page 2. 1n the third linesfrom the bottom, after the word ¢ proper-
‘ty,” infert,¢¢ debts only excepted.” ' , '

" 'Page 7. Strike out from the word ¢ a&t” in the 8th line, to the word ¢¢ and” in the 12th line.
In the 2d line irom the bottom, a‘tgr the word ¢ land,” infert ¢¢ except imported merchandife ;”
and in the fame line firike out from the word ¢ or” incluiive, to the word °¢ ftates” inclufive,
and infert ¢ ftate.” - -

Page 8. Ip tie firft line after the.word ftate,” infert ¢ exceptsas aforefaid.”  Strike cut

. from the words ¢ or whole” ip the fisit line inclufive, to the. word ¢ enemy” in the interli-
neation on the third !inc. At the bottom of the eighth page infert the following claufe:

;4 ¢«_And be it ena@led, That the debts due to Ofgood Hanbury, individually or in company,
and the debts due to §ylvanus Giove, to the amount of two thirds of the bank ftock belonging

to this ftate, fhall be’and hereby are taken and confifcated, and the fame fhall be applied, in the

firft place, to fatisfy the debts due from the faid Ofgood Hanbury, individually orin company,

and the debts due frorg Sylvanus Grovae, refpettively, and in the next place, to fatisfy the debts

due from James Ruflell to the fubjects of this ftate as aforefaid, and the balance, if any, fhall

be anu-hereby is applied as a fund to fink and pay the bills of credit as aforefaid.” ‘ -

. Which were iead. | v
.+ Mr. T. Johnfon, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following
draught of a meflage : 4 ' -

" By tas HOUSE or DELEGATES, Janvary 29, 1781

Ma¥ 1T PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, @ :
T H K earneft defire we havé that this ftate fhould confederate, from our opinion of the utili-
ty of fuch a meafure, has induced us to return you the bill to empower ¢he delegates of this flate
. in congrefs to {ubfcribe and ratify the articles of contederation, in hopes of your honours affir-
. mative thereto. The advantages and neceflity of one general eftablifhed power, to draw into
action the force of the United States, 15 obvious ; perhaps the efforts of the union have not yet,
for want of it, been equal to its ability, and by longer delaying to define and mark out diftinctly
the powers of congrefs, it is proBable that body may, according to the courfe of humin events,
poflefs in a fhort ume too little for our defence, or tog much for our liberty. But if the weight
and moderation of congrefs fhould continue, as it has done, to the admiration of a fpeculative.
mind, for upwards:of five years, the inconvenience, which has already‘been very great, will al-
fo continue, of tranfaéting executive bufinefs by fo large a body, or committees of it; and if
we fhould obtain v peace cn terms the moft defirable, 2 new compa@ muft then be formed, or
each ftate left to purfue its feparate views and interefls, without any common object or center
of union,. a fituation not eligible by any who wifhes well to the whole. o
As your honours have not intimated the reafons for' your negative, we cannot be certain what
they are, but from what has heretotore pafled on the fubject, we prefume the claim made by
" this ftate te the back country’s being a cemmon ftock, ‘not having been acceded to, is the
principal ; we are as ftrongly imprefled wich the juftice of that cluim "as yolir honours, and are
perfuaded, that had no exclufive claims been fct up, the United States would not have been un-
der their prefent embarrafiments“about finance.y How far the United States may now be bene-
fited by the weftern country as a common fund, is impoflible to determine, but it does not ap-
pear probable, that this ftate’s fill refufing to confederate can -be a means of fecuring or im-
proving it 2s a fund, on the contrary, where the fiee and independent will of many is to be con-
[ulted, giving up fomething of opinion of each, is necellary to conciliate an agreement.of all in
" onepeint. The prefent appeurs to us to be a {eafonable time to-fhew, that as our claim was
. .¢_ buttes founded in juftice than the exclufive claims of others, having fupported it with firmnefs till
a cifpofition is {hewn of candidly confidering it, we chufe rather to rely on the juftice of the
confedrratad ftates, than by an over perfeverence incur the cenfure of obftinacy. Befides the good

eﬁcét's which will flow from fettling the powers of congrefs on & known and permancyt bafis,
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