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24 VOTES awnp PROCEEDINGS, OcToBER, i780.
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A letter from Thomas Johnfon, Efq; contaihing a refignation of his appointment as a delew

gate to congrels, was laid before the houfe and read.
Mr. Dafhicll, from the committee, brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report?

By the COMMIT TEE of GrRievances and Courts of JusTIcE.
SN R cotnmitay Beg et ropart 10 ths bonouradble hayic. that they have enquired in-

to the complaints of tie commiffioners of the tax of Hartord umn@iu
and others, againit James Howoer, (heiiff of that county, and find the following falts to be
roved ¢ '

T'hat the commiflioners of the tax met accordiag to law to fettle and adjuft the colleCtor’s ac-
counts, that he retuled to lay betore them the paruculars of his collection, and that they, appre-
hending it would be difadvantageous to the itate 1o fette with him in the manner he defired, by
ftriking the balance in tohacco, the tenth part of which they had realon to believe he had not
actually received from the people 1 that commodity, and that he anticipated the day ot payment
‘as he told them) by throwing 100,000 weight of tobacco into the treafury, which, if true, the
comuniflioners very juiily tuppoled toine fpeculator had fupplied in order to fhare part ot the pro-
fits ; in confequence of whicn, the people who had not difcharged their tobscco tax, would be
fubjelt to pay tne collector at the rate of £.go pei cent. which would tend to bis own emolu-
ment, by putting a confiderable fum of moncy into his pocket, and would diftrefs and harrafs
the people, and render them lefs avie in future to pay their proportion of the taxes, in o:der to
Curry on ¢his juft and nece {iary war; but upon examination of the treafurer’s books, and Mr.
Horner’s receipt, it ap, ears, tht he had paid into the tresfury 54.922 16 of tabacco only, and that
33.932% of {4iu trbacco was proiured from a certain Richaid Lemnon, of Baltimore, at .58,
per cent, and 10 per cent. for cafk, as Mr. Hrner informs your committee ; and by Mr. Hor-
ner’s account rendered us, it app-ars, that he had received from the people of Harford county
only 20,0783 1b of tobacco for wieir tux; and your committee are of opinton, that the {aid Hor=
yer ought not to have credit with the commiffioners of his county for more tobacco than he ace
tually received, and that the remainder that he has paid into our treafury ought to be received
Lily in lieu of as much moncy as Mr. Horner fhall be aile to prove, to the fatisfaction of. the
governor and council, the tobacco aQually and bona fide colt him.

Y our committee beg leave further to report, that they have confidered the compluaints and ac-
counts of Béﬁ’i\jamin Howard, John Smith, and Hrael Morris, and find the followirg falls : that
he received fiom Benjamin Howard £. 391 6 g, from john Smith £.82 18 &, and from Ifrael
Morris £. 82 6 4, too much, amounting in thefe three accounts to L 566 11 0; part of the
2bove fums was taken by exceflive fees, and partly frem a mittake in the cer.ificates that the fhee
riff bad to colle& by, which miftakes the fheriff fays his clerk made in copying, &c.

Y our committee beg further leave to report, that it is proved to their fausfallion, that the
Mheriff, or his deputies by his order, had received double taxes from the young men, but upon
complaint, he has given vrders to return them their money, but the fheriff’s bocks not being fet-
tled, it coes nut appear to your committee, whether Mr. Horner intended to give credit fur any
of thefc miftakes,

Your committee bez leave further to repart, that it appears to them, that in onc inftance, Mr.
Charles Gilbert, father-in-law to the fheriff, took 30f. from a pauper for his £. 5 tax, and that
Mr. Michacl Gulbert, one of the under fheriffs, took [. 3 from the fame man for his £ .10 tax,
but after Mr. Dallam’s informing the pauper, Mr. Hakins, that he was not aflefled, and that the
fheriff had no rig bt to take any tax from him, they returned him his money.

Your committee beg further leave to report, that it is proved to their {auisfadlion, and admitted
by Mr. Horaer, that ne, the faid Horner, did refufe to receive new ftate money, or certificates,
for taxes. ‘ ’

Your committee beg further leave to report,” that it is their opinion, from fundry evidences,
that Mr. Horner’s refufing to difcount the commiflary of purchafes certificates for wheat, &ce
has, by that condu&, dilcouraged many of your good citizens from furnifhing that neceflary ar-
ticle for the ufe of our diftrefled army, and was a very great hindrance to that worthy and vigi-
lant officer in executing the commiflion which he was honoured wyth. (

Y our committee further teg leave to report, that it appears, from the teftimony of doétor Ar-
cher, that he committed to the cuitody of Mr. Horner, the fheriff, a certain John Butler and
Peter Scott, brought berore him as deferters; thefe men, from evidence hereunto annexed, which

we beg tosrefer the honourable houfe to, were two foldiers belonging to the Virginia line,
_that had been taken by the Biitifh in the jerfeys, and afterwards carricd to Staten-ifland, from
which they made their eicape, and delivered themfelves up to a captain Gray at South Amboy,
from whom they received a puimit to join their regiment, then in North-Carolina, by which pafs
they drew provilions and pafled unmoletted until they got to the Crofs-roads in Harford county,
where they were taken up and committed to gaol ; thar after they were committed to gaol; they

oftered to enlift themfelves rather knan continue in gaol, aud on provifo of having their liberty,
they
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