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the weftern fhore; one at —— in Pocomoke; one at in Wiccocomico ;.. tWo at e in -
Wanticoke ; one at in Choptank ; and one at Nea-town, Cheiter ; on the eaftern thore;
fubje@ to the orders and direftions of the governor and council. : ‘

That ir is the aninion of the committee, thar there be purchafed, or built as foon as poflible,
ene galley, to carry one eighteen pounder and two fix pounders, with (wivels, &c. &c. and one
fiop or one [Chooner capable of carrying erohic ix pounders, and that they be well found, fitted,
and manned, fubject to the orders and direciions or the governor and council,

Thatitis the opinien of the commitice, that thers alfo be purchafed, or built as foon as pof-
£ a brig capabls of carrying fourteen fix pounders, and that fhe be well fourd, fitted, and
ranned, fubject to the orders and diredhions of the governor and council, ‘ .

That is is the opinion of the committee, that there be erected'a {fmdll fort, of not lefs than
fx nine or twelve pounders, with one or two block-houfes, at Queen’s creek, at the mouth of
Patowmack, | Co

‘I'hat it is the opinion,of the committee, that one company of artillery, to confift of one cap-
tain and one captiin-lieutenant, and fixty-five non-commitioned officers and matroffes, be im-
mediately railed, to ferve within the ftate for the viar, and one company, or {o many as may be
neeeflary, conftandy thationed at the find fore '

T'hat it is the opinion of the committee, that two hundred men be raifed, to ferve on board
the faid barges or row-boats, and that the ‘gevernor and council be authorifed to appoint and

’

commitfion proper otficers to command the jaid barges and row-boats. | .

‘I'bat it is the opinion of the compitiee, that cne hundred marines be raifed, to ferve on.
hoard the faid galley and fchooner, or floop and brig, and that the governor and council be au-
thorifed to anpeint and commitlinn proper cfficers to command the faid veflels,

That it is the opinion of the cotnmittee, that the delegates frem this ftate to congrefs be di- &

re@ed to requeft his Excgllency Chevalier Luzzrne, to folicic his Moft Chriftian Majefty, our
illuftrious and zood aliy, to order two of his trigates to cruife near the capes of Chefapeake, for
the protection of the trade of this ftate and Virginia, with the {ubjelts of his Moft Chriftian
Majetty 3 and that this fiate will fupply fuch fiigates with provifions, and, if taken or loft, will:
pay the value of them in tobacco within three years after peace, -

That it is the opiaion of the committee, that the delegates from this ftate to congrefs be di-
reéted to repreient to the minifter of France and Monfieur Ternay, that if the French' fquadron
now at Rhode-Iland intend to winter in America, that there are feveral rivers in Chefapeake
bay capable of receiving the faid fquadron, and whe:e they may lie in perfect fafety; that the
fquadron can be amiply furnifhed with prosdicns by the ftate, end on more reafonable terms
than is donz at prefent ; that the provifions now confumed by the fquadron may be applied to
the fupport of the army of the Unitd States under his Excellency general Wafhington ; and.
that the fquadron in Chefapeske bay wili protect the two ftates of Virginia and Maryland, and"
[ecure the tranfportation of fupplies to the continental army., : e

Thac it is the opinion of the comatittee, that to enable the governor and council to purchafe
or bwild the barges or row-boats, or vefle's, and to raife the men above mentioned, that they be.
authorifed to #ppropiiate to thofe purpofes one thoufand hopfheads of good tobacco, and infpeted
before the 2d of April 1779,

‘That it is the opinion of the committee, that to replace the one thoufand hogfheads of tobac-
to, and to defray the expence to te incurred in purfuance of the above refolutions, that a tax of
ten pounds of tobacco be impofed on every one hundred pounds of property within the flate,
payable before the firft of April next; znd that the makers of tobacco pay in tobacco, and that
thofe who do not make tobacco for fale, on making oath or lodging a certificate thereof with
the colleQor, be enabled to difcharge their tax in paper money, at the current market price of
tobacco, to be afcertained by the commiffioners of the tax of their county at the time of their
appointing afleflors.

That it is the opinion of the committee, that a copy of any adts which may pafs the Jegifla-
ture, on the fubj«ét of the above refolutions, be trantmitted to the legiflature of Virginia, with
a requeft to them to furnith veflels for the protection of the trade of this bay, in proportion to
the wealth and ability of their ftate compared with ours ; and that they diret any veflels ‘firted
out by their ftate, to aél in conjunétion with thofe from this {tate, or to cruife alternately, for
the proteciion of the trade of the two ftates; and further to requeft the legiflature of Virginia
to join this frate in its application to his Moft Chriftian Majefty for two frigates, and to under-
take to furnifh oue half the provifions for the fuid frigates, and to pay one half the value of the
faid frigates, if taken or loft while employed in the proteétion of the trade of the two ftates ; and
further, that the legiflature of Virginia be requefted to join this flate in its requeft, that the’
French fquadron winter in this bay, if it remains in America during the winter.

Which are fubmitted to the confideration of the hopourable houfe. ‘

By, ordur, ‘ J. KNAPP, clk.-
Which was read.
G The'
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