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;ii’ i e Macka'l, Harrifon, _]: Stqve_nfon, Magruder, Bcat‘ty, Keene,

oo 0! 3 Lethrbury, Johas, C. Ridgely, Quynn, M:Cowas, M+Mechen,
fk &g Wo.tiicgton, Bukhcad, Ward, Chalfe, WNorris, Alexander,
s' % J. Hall, Deye, | Job, Ear;lc, Taylor, Sprigg. ‘
§h R Ridgedvs |

So it was determined in the negative.
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An amendment was then propofed to the faid claufe, by ftriking out the words ¢¢ fum exprefled
in the fais bills, and every fterling debt at the exchapge of one hundred and fixty-fix pounds
thirteen fhillings and four-pence current money for one hundred pounds fterling,” and inferting |
‘he wo:ds ¢¢ valuc of the {aid bills compared with gold and filver at the rates exprefled in this adt, !
and every fterling debt at the exchange of one hundred and fixty-fix pounds thirteen fhillings and
four-pence, valued in gold and filver as above at the time of payment.” The queftion was put,

and the yzas and nays being called for by Mr. Cadwallader appeared as follow: ‘
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‘5 Jordan, 'W. Stevenfon, Maccubbin, B. Hall, Denntis, M‘Mechen.
2 Wilmer, Cadwallader,  ]. Henry, Ringgold,
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« Reed, - H. Ridgely, Birkhead, Job, Beatty, Keene,

.5 Mackall, Williamfon, - Deye, Magruder,  M<Comas, Alexander,
& Lethrbury, Freeland, J. Stevenfon, Quynn, Norris, Sprigg,

§ Worthington,  Harrifon, C. Ridgely, Chafe, Taylor, Bayly.

J. Hall, Johns, Ward, Earle,

- So it was determined‘ in the negative.
\

The bill being read throughout, the queftion was put, That the faid bill do pafs? The yeas
and nays being called for by Mr. Deye appeared as follow : |

AFFIRMATIVE

« Reed, W. Stevenfon, Maccubbin, J. Hentry, ~  Magruder, Norris,
= Jordan, Worthington,” Harrifon, Ward, Quynn, Keene,
5 Mackall, J. Hall, Johns, Job, Chafe, Sprigg,
& Wilmer, H. Ridgely,  Birkhead, B. Hall, Earle, Bayly. |
Lethrbury, ; N |
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@ Cadwallader, Deye, C. kidgely, Dennis, M<¢Comas, -~ M-*Mechen, R
& Williamfon,  J. Stevenfon,  Ringgold, Beatty, Taylor, Alexander.
= Freeland, \ ;
, So it was refqlved in the affirmative. j
OrpERED, That Mr. Chafe, Mr. J. Hall, Mr. Cadwallader, Mr. Lethrbury, and Mr. Earle,

do prepare a meflage to the fegate to accompany the faid bill.
W illiam Hindman, Efq; f’rom‘ the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage

Br tus SENATE, Mav 14, 1780. 5

GENTLEMEN, _
W E are forry that the negative given by this houfe to the bill referred to in your meflage by

* Meflieurs John Henry and Charles Ridgely, thould have involved you in any kind of difficulty ; ,
and hope you will do us the juftice to believe a fenfe of right and found policy, and not a del{rc 5
te embarrafs, influenced our conduét. X

QOur objections to the principles of your bill, we thought {ufficiently. pointed out by the prin- l
ciples, nature, and extent, of the bill which we originated, and which foon followed the rejec- ’ ¢
tion of yours. Under this impreflion. we did not imagine that a meflage explaining the motives
of our condud@, and ftating our objeétions, would have been expefled, or deemed neceflary ; but ;
as you have intimated that {uch is your expeQation, we cannot but with you had imparted it to -
us carlier in the feflion, and when we had little bufinefs before us; we could then have ftated
our obje@tions more fully, and with greater perfpicuity, than the fhortnefs of time, and the ne-
ceffary attention to the bills {ent us with your meflage, will admit. |

T'he preamble of the bill for feizing and confifcating Britifh property, difclofed the principles

" upon which the enalling claufe was grounded ; and though the latter feemed in appearance to
cenlifcate the property of Britifh fubjelts only, yet when coupled to the precamble, ever a key to the
conftruion of an act, it really included all thofe who are called abfentees, and muft have been fo

taken by any court of judicature; for the criterion by which a Britith fubje&t was to be diftin-
guifhed, -
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