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VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, Marcx, 1780, g

A memorial of Conred Theodore Wederftrandt, praying to be allowed commiflion on wheat
and flour ‘purchafed by him for the ufe of the continent, and feized by the commiflioners under
the alt for the immediate fupply of flour and other provifions for the army, was preferred and
read, and referred to the committce appointed to enquire into the conduct of the commiffioners
for icizing flour, &c, |

Mr. Banning has leave of abfence, . ‘

Jofeph™Sim, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker a petition of William Bowie 3d,
of Priuce-Gebrge’s county ; and a petition of Jofias Shaw, of Prince-George’s county, praying
an alt may pals, admitting to record and giving effe&t to a deed from George Conn to the faid
Jofias Shiw, for a trdét of land called William and Anne. |

Mr. Earle brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage: .

J By e HOUSE or DELEGATES, Aeast 12, 1780,

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOURS, _ _ : Ny

T HE two requifitions of congrefs, of the 25th of February and 18th of March laft, have
been confidered in this houfe,” and we have determined to exert our utmoft endeavours to furnifh
the fupplies of provifions in kind, and, from the peculiar fituation and extreme éxigehc"ypf our
public affairs, to adopt and Ccarry into execution, as far as poflible, the advice and plan- of con-
grefs relative to/their bills of credit. We conceive thefe two fubjedls to involve the greater part
of the material bufinefs of the feflion. A committee has been appointed to confider and report
the ways and means which this flate can exert to anfwer the with and intention of congrefs by
thofe requifitions. This houfe are fatisfied that it.is.impra&icable to call in, by taxes, vthe‘fu‘m‘
required by congrefs ; to colle&, by taxes, the monthly fum of one million five hundred and
eighty thoufand dollars will be inconvenient, and very diftrefling to the people; and to raife, by
taxcs, the whole fum of twenty-three million feven hundred thoufand dollars, or the greater part
of it, within the time Hmited by congrefs, will be impoffible. The fupplies required by the re-
felve of the 25th of February (if they could be obtained at the prices limited by congrefs) would
require above two hundied thoufand pounds in fpecie or new bills of equal value, and if to be
purchafed at forty prices, eight million, and at fifty prices, ten. million, of pounds, in contj-
nental bills of credit.  We have reafon to believe the greater part of the fupplies of flour, corn,
and wheat, is' al.eady procured, but provifion flill remains to be made for the payment of the
creditors.  To call in, by taxes, our quota of the continental emiffions, and to furnifh, by
taxes, money to purchafle the fupplies, not lefs than a hundred pounds in the prefent bills of cre-
dit would be required for every hundred pounds of actual property. .

Our affairs are brought to an alarming crifis.  Your honours are fully informed, and we thall .
not attempt to urge the neceflity for this and every other ftate to make immediate and moft vigo-
rous exertions.  We are wiling to impofe taxes on our conftituents as far as their abilities will
permit.  We are anxioufly folicitous to eftablifh very ample funds, and to afford the moft un- .
doubted fecurity), for the redemption of the new bills of credit. We view this meafure abfo-
lutely and indifpenfably neceflary. The exiftence of our army, the continuance of the war, and
the maintainance of our independence and our liberties, depend greatly, if not wholly, on the
credit and value the feveral ftates can give to the new emiffions. We intend to appropriate con-
fifcated Britith property, with the addition of certain duties on imports and exports, to this falu-
tary and neceflary purpofe. The public fervice and the very urgent demands on congrefs re-
quire, that the new bills be put into circulation as foon as poffible. Under this impreflion we
fent you the bill to confifcate Britith property (debts excepted) to the ufe of the ftate, fubje&t to
the difpofition of the general affembly. We with not to difpofe of any part of it, unlefs the two
houfes fhould agree to fell that which may be perifhable, or unprofitable ; but our defire 15 to |
pledge that property (or as much as may be neceffary) with the profits, as a fpecific fund for the
redemption of the new emiffions, in fpecie, agreeable ta the refolve of congrefs of the 8th of
March laft. With the application of Britith property, we are of opinion, this ftate can comply,
in fubftance, with the two requifitions of congrefs, and without the aid of that property we
really fear 1t will be impraéticable, if not impoflible. The important and neceflary bufinefs
of the feflion therefore wais your honours decifion on the bill for confifcation, and as the fame
has been above a week before you, and the fubject long fince under your confideration, we re-
queft your henours to give your determination, with as much expedition as the importance of
the fubject and the prefsnt urgency of our atfairs require. :

By order, , F. GREEN, clk.
Which was read. . ‘ B

The petition of Henry Griffith was read the fecond time, and referred to the committee ap-
pointed to confider and report on the petitions of nonjurors,

T'he petition of John Galloway was read the fecond time, and referred to Mr. J. Hall, Mr.
Key, Mr. Sprigg, Mr. Stricker, and Mr. Chapline, who are appointed a committee to confider
and repe:t thereon. ‘
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