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THE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Williamfon and -
' ~ Mr. Norris, The proceedings of yefterday were read, e

Mr. Brown, from the committea appointed to enquire into the ftate of the militia, &c. brings
in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report : -

T HE committee appointed to enquire into and report the ftate and condition of the militia,
and report their opinion what further regulations of the militia may be neceflary, and what mea-
fures fhould be now adopted to put this ftate into the beft condition for. defence, and to carry on
the war, beg leave to report to the hanourable houfe, that from the beft information they have
been able to colle&, the militia throughout this flate are at this time, and have been for a long
time paft, in a difrefpe@able condition, owing, as your committee conceive, to a negleét of duty
in the officers, and the fmallnefs of the fines impofed by the ads of aflembly for delinquency,
‘for want of authority to compel non-commiffioned officers to accept their, appointments, and
want of arms and accoutrements, of which, from the beft information your committee has been
able to procure, there is but a very fmall number belonging to or within the ftate; your cvoms.
mittee therefore are of opinion, the moft effe@ual means for regulating and putting the militia of
this ftate in a proper condition for defence, will be, to repeal all the laws heretofore made for
regulating the faid militia,  as they are found to be quite inadequate to the purpofe for which
they were originally intended, and to enac one general Jaw for that purpofe on 2 more extenfive
{v fbem. _ o k , R bt b

g Your committee are further of opinion, that fpeedy and effe€tual meafures ought to be taken

to procure arms, ammunition, and . accoutrements, fufficient for the militia of ‘this ftate, and

that the fame be either dpofited in the moft. fafe and convenient parts of the refpe@ive counties,

whence they may be diftributed upon any emergency, or put immediately into the hands of the

militia, making them accountable for the fame, under proper penalties. . |

" All which is fubmitted to the confideration of the honourable houfe. : - o
S Signed by order, o JOHN CALLAHAN, cl. com.

Which was read and ordered to lie on the table. R R o
Robert:Goldfborough, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker a Jletter from Thomas
Johnfon Efg; of the 23d of February, 1780, in anfwer to the addrefs of the general -affembly,
and a letter containing a refignation of his appointment as delegate to congrefs 5 which were read.
A petition from Robert Long, praying an a&@ may pafs to reftore him to the pofleflion of cer-
tain difputed premifes, &c. and a petition from Ancas Campbell, were preferred and read.
Charles Carroll of Cariollton, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker petitions from
fundry nonjurors, feverally endorfed 5 By the fenate, March 29, 1780: Read and referred to
< the confideration of.the houfe of delegates. | - ' - : o
L | ¢ By order, o H. RIDGELY, clk.”
W hich were referred to the committee appointed.to copfider ang report on the petitions of non- . .
urors. | | ~ ‘ | |
' A petition from Peter Kephart, praying an allowance for a mare which was loft in the public
fervice, was preferred and read, and ordered to lie on the table. - . | |
A petition!from Meffieurs Roulha¢ and company, with a petition from feveral French mer-
chants, &c. were preferred and read, and referred to Mr. J. Hall, Mr. M‘Mechen, Mr. Chafe,
Mr. Gaunt, and Mr. W. Stevenfon, who are appointed a committee to confider and report on
the fame. o | ” o | | - .
A petition from Nathaniel Mitchel, of the ifland of Bermuda, praying permifiion to load his
veflel with corn or other provifions for the ufe of the inhabitants of faid ifland, was preferred and

read.
The houfe adjourns till half paft 2 o’clock.
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"The houle met. S . L
The report from the committee of ele@ions and privileges, was read the fecond time, and the

queftion put, That John Taylor, under the circumftances mentioned in the faid report, be eli-
gible to a feat in this houfe? Carried in the negative. Whereupon ORDERED, That Mr.
Speaker iflue his warrant to the fheriff of Harford county, for the eleftion of a delegate in the
room of the faid John Taylor ; which iffued accordingly, returnable on or before the 2ad day of
April next. | ‘ ,. ' ,
pRESOLVED, That this houfe will, on Friday next, go into the choice of two delegates to
«congrefs, in the room of the honourable Thomas Johnfon and James Forbes, Efquires, refigned.
‘ REsoLVED,
L T



