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i Reed, Magrader, Deye,  M‘Mechin, Alexander, Sprigg.
& Mackally - SBaylys J. Stevenfon, . o )

Soit was-re(_blv_edan the affirmative. - .

“The hoife afc}jour‘iis%till to-mofrow morning g o'clodk.

T H ‘U R SD A Y, December 30, 1779+
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'S D H?..houfc -net. Prefent as on yefterday. The proceedings of ycf_igr_day were
“The jonrnal of accounts read and affented to, and fent to the fenate by Mr. J. Hanfon and

2 M« Chale brings in the following meflage : "

' -t

; By TH® H OUSE. oF; DELEGA T ES, Dscimpsr 30, 1779.
May 1T PLEASE YOUR HOKOUR®, .. .. o o R
‘“TH E~leﬂg:h_;j-;n'gi‘jmultiplicity of iratter contained in your meflage - of the 24d, by Charles Carroll of
*Garroliton, Elg;. has. fequired more. ‘timgto;.conﬁdcr it, than if your honours had confined your. ob{erva-
tions and reafoning to the truc points in ‘controverfy. ‘The remark is very common, and often founded in

truth, that in the difcoffion of almoft every queftion, the parties mix and blend with it many collateral

matters, and riife vp fubjeds foreign" to the queftion, with intent to perplex, and -draw the atten-

om the true poiat ‘n difpute. ~ 'This obfervation, we conceive, applies firongly to
your meflage, but politene(s fofbidé‘,'fh‘_,e'fupgeﬁion,’ that you had any defign, but to anfwer our arguments
3n favour of the bili, and: tb fhew tae reafons and motives of ‘your condutt. S '

We eonceive the only and true quettions between us, are, “tit. Whether the feizure and confifcation of
all property (debts only exceyted) in this ftate belonging to Britith fubjets, 1s fopported and juftified by '
4he law of nature and nations. zdly. 'Whether policy requires or forbids the exercife of the right of feizure

“at this time. . We qppréhend"_thc,de‘fcriptipn in the bill of Britifh {ubjeéts, the line drawn to afcertain
Cthemn 5 whether peifons are included who ought not, and the mode of obtaining or of difpofing of the pro-

city, aré foreigd 10 sad - aught ndt 10 be blended with the’ queitions ; thofe matters can only oblcure,
“&i‘tfnb‘t'é‘l’uéiaét’e‘-‘t‘h’é fubje, on which we. differ fo-widely from you in opinion. :

¥our honours cannot difcover the juitice of feizing and-applying Britifa property, to relieve our people
fromi heavy and in rable taxes, and to enable themn to continue the war, We fupport the meafure by the

-yule of juftice, 3p ble to our ciuzers, at‘x‘d the fuqu&s»'ot‘Great Britain. By juftice we mean u con-
~{tant regard to the ‘common ‘interclt, and m conformity to it, rendering to both partics what they are
. entitled to, by a natural or gclitical claim : and we underftand the true principles of juftice to be, to do

uzto others what would be right for them (in a fimilar cale) to 'do unto us. 'To examine this fubjeét. The
eople of the colonies (now United States) opprefled by the king and parliament of Great-Britain, applied

Sor 2 redrefs of grievances. - Torce was employed to compel their fubmiffion to alts deftrutive of their na-

‘yural- and civil rightss hofilities were conymenced ugainft: them ; they refilted by arms; fuch rciftanee

was neceltary and juftifiable. The war contiruea; the abje& of America was. coufined only to 2 redrels

Coof -g;icvéntgs;m"ffhe king and. parliament of (?rgat.—Britain_{ declared the people.of the colonies in recellion,
_that-their property.taken on the {ea fhould be liable to feizure and con fcation, and that it was lawful and
juft o feize and

deftroy their perﬂiblis‘and property. Great-Britain continued the war, and with ker fleets
and armies did feize and celtroy confiderable property of our people. The war on the part of Great-Britain
was offenfive and unjuft, cn our part ‘pot only defenfive and jult, but neccflary. From the 1gth of April.*
1775, unti the fourth day of luly, 1776, the obje& of the war, on the part of America, was only to ob-
1aina redrefs of grievances ; during that penoduher‘-rgﬁﬁa‘m’e, being originally lawtul a’ndjuﬁiﬁa{le, the
war wzs truly and properly 2 civil war.. At length this. and the other colonies were compelled to feparate
tsom the Britith-empire, and to bec: me fovereign and independert ftates. On that ever memorable and glo-
sious event thefobje@ of the war was changed, and from.chat moment the war became 2 public war, and’
all the rights of an mdependent patjon then attached to this and the other ttates in the unicn. Permit us

-3.=to.in.»fcrm.yda'r-honou‘rS‘wh‘at :the Jate and _celebrated Vattell fays on this fubje&. *¢ Ciwil'war ‘breaks the

bands ot fociety. and government, or at, leatt it fu'f;»cnd_s their force and efted ; it produces in the natior
ing cach-other as enetnies, and acknowledging po cominon judge. Thus

¢hey are'in the cafe of two nations, who having 8 difpute which they cannot adjuit, are cumpelled to de-
cideit by force of srms.. "Things being thus ficuated, it is evident that the common laws of war, thofr max-
ims of humanity, moderation, S;c. are in ciwil wars to be obferved on both fides. If this is not-ob vived,
the war will }be,come.cr,u:l,,and horrid ; _and its A";:alva_mi»tie_s will encreale on the parties, therefor ‘
sver a numerods party thinks it has'a right So tefift, and finds itfelf able to declare that opinien fword in
: L C ! hang.




