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Chatles Carroll of Carrollton, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Sgeaker the bill for the
feizure and confilcation of Briufh propercty, with the following meflage:

By 7#e S ENATE, Decsussr 23, 1779.
GsnTLEMRY, .. T _
ALTHOUGH by our meflage accompanying the bill for the feizure and confifcation of Britith
property, returned with a negative, we plaioly intimated we had not gone into a full confideration thereof,
sod afigned our reafons for not going into fuch a confideration at this feflion, yet, as in your meffage
by Meflieurs J. Hall and others, you arge the paffage of the bill, and have adduced fome arguments to
induce us to alter our refulution, permic us to difcufs them with that coolnefs which the importdnce of
the fubjeét requires. S e \

guﬁice, policy, and neceflity, you fay, influence your condu&. It not unfrequently happeus, that
different ideas of juflice, policy, and necceflity, are entertained by different bodies of men. We are not
convinced of the juitice of the bill, lefs of its policy, and leaft of all of its neceflity, We have not had
fafficient time to make thofe firict and full refearches into the law of nations, which, you fay, you have
made.. As far as we have examined into the fubje@, we doubt, whether, by a fair conftru@tion of that law,
the declaration of independence can have fuch a retrofpective operazion, as to veft in this fate all Britifh
property asquired by individuals antecedently to it. We prefume the law of nations lays down no rule, by
which, in revolutions like the prefent, tire {ubjects adhering to the old, may be clearly diftingaifhed from
thofe of the pew government, otherwife you would not have, thought it neceflary to alcertain, by a pofi=
:ive law, who (hal{ be deemed Britith fubjeéts.  The diftin&ions fet up by the bill are in fome inftances
arbiwary, and withou: the fantion of law, ought not of themfelves to deprive the perfons defcribed of
the benefit and privileges of citizenfhip; aud therefore we do not well conceive, how the property of the
perfons meant to be inciuded in the bili became vefted in this flaté by the law of nations, co-operating with
the declaration of independence, Some ot the altions which are to conftitute the actors Britith fubjeéts, are
of that natare as to make the bill, with refpcét to them, entirely retrofpedtive, and of gourfe coatrary to our
declaration of rights ; others again are fo highly criminal as to fubjeét the offenders to our treafon law, a
law fill fubfilting, aud evincing beyond the pafiibility of doubt, that the legiftature which pafled it, confi-
dered fome of the very perfonsas fubjelts of this Rate, which the prefent -bill confiders as Britith fubjeéts,
thereby depriving them of the trial by jury, fubje@ting ‘them to all the pains and -penalties of treafon,
except death, inflitting outlawry and cxile, without the judgment of their peers, and confequently having
in many inftances, the tull force and eflect of a bill of atainder. But admit, for the fake of argument,
taaz by the rigour of the law of nations, the property of all Britifh jubjefts, as alien enemies, is forteited,
the diflicalty of drawing the ‘ling to alcertain who fhall be deemed Britifh fubjects, without wounding
the coanftituticn, itill remains ; under this impretiion, therefore we would rather err on the fide of indul-
gerce, theugh not merited, than violate our conflitution, by thfowing down thofe barriers with which
it bas wifely fécu-ed the liberty and property of the fubjets We are averfe from fetting a precedent
in ogder to reach perfons really criminal, which may hereatter be extended to the oppreffion of the inno-
cent ; intemp:raie zeal and intemperate refentments have frequently given fatal ftabs to governments
26 frze 3s ours, We need not remird you that the rigourof law is often injuftices and yeu are
t50 well informed not to know that the rigour of the law of mations is much Aofiened in this very point by
the peivnt ‘ufage and practice of the moft civilifed European nations ; for the trath of this aflertion we
appeal to Vattell, a late and celebrated writer on the law of pations. As an mdepepdent and civilifed peo-
ple, would we nnt ratrer wiflh to- imicate the condodt of all the civilifed and e.nhght‘enedln_auogs of Eu-
rope, thaa thar,of the piratical ftates of Barbary? The confequences of.fu_c}.x a feizure and confifcation may
be ferious and perplexing; a negotiation may poiiibly take place this winter, and peace foon enfue; it
may, and probably will, be made a preliminary article of the peace, that that very propkrty. which this
will is about 10 confilcate, fhall be fecured to the prefent owners m fuch a manmer, that they may at leaft
peseive the full and real value thereof. 1f therefore it hould at this time be confifcated and applied, our
conftituents 1auit be tixed, to repay the originzal proprietors the full value of the la_nds. and chattels {o con-
tifzat-d and applicd ; and this, in our judgment, forms one .of the ftrongeft objeStions to the policy of
the meafure.  You fzy, you propo’e to raife five millions two hundred and twenty thoufand do].lars from
the fale of Britith progerty, 2od to make the firft paymenut on the ﬁrl’c day of nexc Febroary; if fq, the
property mult be' put up te fale immediately, or on the thorteft notice, at a yme tco when from the incle-
mency of the weatner few will be able to attend the fales ; others may be difcouraged by doubts refpedting
the title, and the poffibility of a ieflumption ; the invidioufels of the purchale may. deter fome from pur-
chafing. Under this concursence of circumftances, 1s it not rational to conclude, that there will be but few
parchafers, and little competition, and of courfe that th§§ property. will be fold greatly under vajue ? Jtre-
quires no great degree of penctration to forefee, v.:ho wiil become purchafers ; we may venture to fprcghé_t,
thac they will confitt altogether of engroflers and fpeculators, men who have acquired great {ums for Litde
value, aud tizevcfore may afford to run the rifk, whatever 1t may be, of realifing their money oo fuch eafy
termi. We {ubmit to your ferious reflettion, and that of our conftituents, whetlger the prafices of thofe
- raen have been fuch as to deferve fo great an encouragement from the reprefentatives of t.he people. \.(.Qu
Lave informed vs of the time for the firlt payment onthe _fales of Britith property ; we with you had like-
wifs informed us when the laft is propofed to be made; if itdhould be'deferred 1o a long day, we apprehend
the advantage to the putlic will #ill be more inconfiderable ; for the mt!uﬂry-nnd the arts of the prqbablef
purchafers, too fuccefstully practifed on other occafions, may depreciate the money to fuch a degree
that the ftatz mey receive nuxt fo nothing in the end.: But the public exigencesare fuch, as to lay you under
the abfolute neceflity of felling Britith property, to raife the whole fum of fourtcen millions two hundred
and twenty thoufand dellars, required by cdpgreI[;s of this ftate in nine months, and the people, you allert,
eannot



