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feparate and callclive capacity, are anfwerable, not only for all expances incurred by this ftate
in confequence of the war, but for any injury or ,d,:a;pa,gc;:ﬁ.aﬁaiﬁe; by aniy of the {ubjetls of this

ftate fince the commencement of the war, oL o L T
4. This ftate, compelled by the tyranny of the kitg of Great-Britair, aiid the open hoftilities
committed by his armies and fleet, to wage war in dcgnce of its .deareft rights and liberties, was
finally obliged to feparate. from the Briufh empire, and to becoge a fovereigi and independent
ftate, wheseby the fubje@s of Great-Bricain becdme aliens, and by profecutioni of the war ene-
mics to this ftate, and #s fuch incapable of bolding agy property within it; and the fame ther¢by
became veited in the ftate, . A L S
_ 5. 1n the declaration of independeiice by congrefs, it was declared; that thereafter the fubjedts =
of \yreat-Britain fhould be confidered by the United States, enemies in war, in peace friends.
6. It is not in the power of this ftate to raife the money required by congrels to catry on the
prefent juft and neceflary war, without compelling many of its fubjects to fell their propérty to
raife the taxes, and juftice, policy and neceflity, diftate the propriety of firft félling and applying
“the property of our ¢nemies towards defraying the expences of the war. R
77 Thefe tealons convinced our judgment, they determined our aétion, and we doubt riot the
impartial world will agree with us in fentiment. ST I

We with your honours to examine the reafons afligned; - to point out your objédtions to them,
and to inform us whether you think that all or none of them will juftify and fiipport the meafure;

We propofed to raife five million two hundred and twenty thoufand dollars from the fale of
Britith. property, ‘and to make ourc ficefk payment, on the ift of February next, out of part of the

money arifing from.the fale. . We determined t6 raile by taxes nine million of dellars, at four
affefiments, at {uch times, and in fuch, pro ortions, as would fuit the circumftances of our con-
ftituents; we intended that any deficiencies %iouldfb,_efmade up by Britifh property, and refolyed
to pay our quota monthly into the continental treafury. , o

T'be debt due from this {tate is above one million of pounds eurrency. Our treafury is ex~
baufted; our quora of troopsrequire a confiderable reinforcement, and a large fum will be ne-
ceflary to defray the expence of the recruiting fervice. We are inclined- to think our proportiont
of the continvntal debt may exceed twenty-five million of doHdrs.

Jf, after contemplating the information we have taken the liberty tb give you of out circum-=
ftances, vou arc fhill iné’exiniy determined not to feize and appropriate, Britith property, in our

, power, to ¢nable us to carry on the war, (and we again declare it is not in our power to collect
. the neceflary fums by taxes, .without gready diftretling our people, and.compelling them to fell
© their property to pav the afleflment) we fhall return to our conftituents with the confolation;
that we have endeavoured to do all in our power, and the confequences which may happen, be

they ever fo great, will not be juftly imputabletous. .

[t now.remains for us to exprefs our acknowledgments fo juftly due to yoyr honouts, for the
particulac inftunce of your attention and regard to the gentlemen of the eaftern fhore ; but not-
withftanding the inclemency of the feafon and the {everity of the weather: renders an attendance
on the public bufinefs, at this time, exceedingly diftrefling dnd inconvenieat to this houfe in
general, and to the gentlemen of the eaftern thore in particular, yet the duty which we owe to our
country, the welfare of the public, and a relief to our people from the very heavy taxes which
are demandegd of them for the profecution of the war, fuperfede the obligations of private intereft.
Governed by thefe motives, we can affure your honours, that we fhall wait with patience the

- relult of your deterninations on the very important bill now fent back for your confideration.

We lament, with your honours, that the {enate is at this critical period o thin, and regret
that mecafures, calculated to comp:l the attendance of the members of the general affembly on
the public bufinefs, have not met with your approbation, notwithftanding the repeated expe-
rience both houfes muft have had the of neceflity of adopting fome mode to enforce the oblervation
of duties, to which public virtue and a patrotic {pirit have not been competent. e

: By order, C J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del..
Was fent to the fenate, with the bill for the feizure and confifc:tion of Britith property, by Mr.
J. Hall and 15 more. .» : . : _ i.

Mr. Jordan brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& to regulate the tol
talcen by millers ; which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. - ‘

Upton Sheredine, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the following meflage :

Br tue S EN AT E, Deccuser 21, 1779.
GenTLEMEN, ‘ o o : : _

W E affeot to‘the propofitions contained in your meffage of this day by Meflieurs Keene and.
Reed, and have apppinted Jofeph Sim and Upton Sheredine, Efquires, to join the members
named by your houle in the examination of the ballot boxes. S

‘ ‘ 5 "~ Byorder, o - ' H.RIDGELY, dl. fen.
Which wis read and ordered to lie on the table. | o -
| | Q Cn



