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faluge into floupgor the ufe of the publigs and that th faid Bak¥r was the firft perfon who en-
gaged to give the rife of the market in the npeighbot thood wher< he purchafed. And it further
Appears tQ yeur commintee by the paper No. 19, tha the aforefaid Clark, ane of the mtillers for
whom (aid Baker has purchal’cd whzat, fas fent a quantity of flour to Philadelphia, and fold it
for » higher price than it would come o upder his ftipulation with colonel Ewing.'.© - o

Tt appears to your ‘ommittee, that the prefent very high price of wheat, flour, and othér pro-
vifions, is in a great meafure 1o be attributed to the number of purchafers under a variety of de-

nominations, fuch as affitant commi arics of purchales, their deputies, and others a&ing: under
them, millers and their agents, real or prerended purchafers for the French, and an agent for
the {tate of Virginia; fucha variety of igtere(ts paturally occafions a cormpttition, and have been
produétive of the mott mifchicvous confequences ; for though the affiftant commiflaries are con=
fined to.certain diftricks, yet their deputigs, perfons who pistchafe for the-millers with the public
money, and a number of ohers fpread over the whole country, many of whom may have been
anxious to {upply the preffing demands, yet wére in fome meafure’ compelled to tollow the ex-
ample of a few vihers, ‘who, perhaps lefs attentive to the public interefty. or ftimulated by an im-
moderace thirft ot «if, endeavoured to encreafe their profits by making as’ large purchafes a8
poffible, ap in q;ﬁgr,.cp;cﬁfeét; their purpofe at any rate, ‘did not hefitate to outvid one another,
as the more they could purchafe, and ‘the higher the’ price; the more their commiffion wiuld
amount to. Your committee underitand,. that the deputy commiflaries are allowed 2 per cent.
.sommiflion, and itis, acknowledged in one inftance; that it has been agreed to pay thofe who a&
under them § per tent. but this js not permit.ed to appear on “the face of the accounts, butin-
cluded By charging an adyanced price; and fuch churge is not provided for in the commiflaries
department. yeu.it is prohable this miy not be the worit of it, -as-there is but t60 much reafon to

believe, in mauy_-in&anc;s'hgrct_of'oz't, that the’ pixblxc have paid much more, where perfons have
fuch an opportunity to carve for them[-lves. A L _

1t further appeats to your commites, that it is almeft impoffible, in the prefent fituation of
aff.irs, for your a{lilkant or dejuty commiffiries within their fveral diftriéls to make purchafes,
colle@ and forward wheat, flour, or other provifions, without employing per{ -ns under them to
puichale agdgreceive thole articles from elre farmer, at fuch times and at'tuch plav;? as zre moft
convenisn @K cuftomary. It alfo appears fo your committee, that many pecfuns, ¢i‘her being

or pretending to be purchafers underiMr. Witliam Smith, agent in this' ftate for fupplying his

,.mqﬁ:‘chriﬁiah mal-fty’s deet and army with flour ‘and other neceflaries, have contri-uted in.a
reat degree to “Jvance the price of thofe articles, by outhidding the continental purchafers,
which has tended pot onlv to Letard the fupplies and diftrefs the army. but muft alfo prove.inju-
rious to our great 2nd good ally, who is engaged in a’‘common caufe with us 1o carry on the war
agaiolt aur moft inveterre cnemy, in order to fecure our independency and the deareft 1ights and
p:ivileges of the. good people of. this and the United States; ftriét juftice and found policy there~
fore require, that we fhould confider his intereft as our own, and '{fuch fupplies as we are aole to
afford thould be furnifhed on the moft liberal and reafonable terms. B o T

" Y our commitiee therefore. beg leave to fuggelt it as their opinion, that the ‘moft probable and
effe@ual way to prevent thafe abufes in future, would be to authorife the governor and council
‘to.appoint one of mo:e_p;n"foqs:qf ;:vpgra&‘e‘r_ and for.tu'r,x,; in each county (not to exceed three in
"any one county) to purchafe wheat, four, and ottier provifions and ‘forage, for the ufe of this
snd the United States; and that they be allowed a commiffion of § per cent. for their trouble,
~which your committee apprehznd wauld -be _'.\_fpﬁig'i_ept_inﬁucggx(:x}t to engage gentlemen of repu-

.ﬁation.-tofundcmkg.gh,cv._,bq{m:fg,_ andﬂho.w_lqu\',d,'_lclnié‘cute it with fidelity ;' that the ‘governor and

council give the perfons fo appointed {uch orders, and fupply them with fo much mopey as they
“ay think neccflary from time to tme gut of the mianey they may receivs for that purpofe.from
(he continental treafury § and that no millers or other perfons be allowed to purchafe under fe-

xere penaliies ; by this means.a ‘knqv’vpi,{_v‘:mg,of‘ 2 per cent. would be made on all 'p‘ur'chafes; as

the prefent deputy rommiflaries would be unnecelfary; and your committee apprehend abufes
 would be avoided, fpeedy 2nd ample. fupplies provided for your army and navy, and our allies
and the ngighbouring, ftates which: {tand jn need of it might be readily furnifhed out of the publi¢
magazines. : . . oo
, :Ell.._\vbichz is fubmisted. go the canfideration of the: honoyrable houfe. b
, ‘ Signed per order commitiée, A. GOLDEER, dlk.
Which. was read. | L s .
A petition of fundry innabitants of Somerfet county, praying an augmentation of the falaries
of civil officers, &, was.preferred and read. | T
The bi 1, entitled, "An adl relating to public roads, fent to the fenate by Mr. I.e,thrbu'ry_and
Mr. Keenes ‘ cos o : o ‘
. Thg,bill, entitled, An adk for the relief of William Whetcroft, of the city of Annapolis, fent
to the fenate by Mr. Quynn and ir. Maceubbin. T
The bill, entitled, An 3.& relating tq &he‘Mrfﬂ]g?a»&w;-; i Cargliné county, feat to thgrf;-‘

page.by Mr. Lethrbury and M/ Keene. ‘ by ¢



