VOTES anp PR()CEEDINGS’, NovEMBER, 1770, 20

Your commitee have alfo examined the books of John Muir, your prefent commiflirv, whofe
books fland rair, correct, and regularly ttated.  He produced o your committee an inventory of
the goods delivered him on his .zppoinuycm to that office, and huve examined that inventory
with}he. account of goods by him delivered, tegether with an inventory of goods now on hand,
and fing they have gained in quantity, wiich is to be accounted for by the diftcrence in French
and Englith” meafure,  We herewith lay beiore you an inveuntory of yo.ds now in the commifla~
ry’s hands, No. 0, as likewile an account of the goods by him dclivc;ed, from the 20th of June,
1778, to the 25th of Novewter, 1779, s per fuid account No. 7> as likewife a liit of balances
due che ftate, irom the 20th of June, 1778, to the 25th of November, 1779, as per faid ac-
count No. 8, which we fubmit to the coulideration of the houfe. —

Your comiittee further report as their opinion, that the cemmiflary of flores fhould be dj-
recled 1o difpofs of the faltpetre on hand, and that inftru&@ions thould be given him, what ought
to be done with the hoglhead of medicine in his care, the proprietor unknown. .

Your committee further beg leave to report, that the auditor-general thould be empowered to

call on the feveral commiflaries to fettle and audit their books of accounts,
_ Your committee are of opinion, that your prefent auditor-general, confidering the perplexed
ftate that the books were in at the time of his appointment, hath done his duty, and fhould the
houfe think proper o continye him in that office, he ought to have a liberal faliry, as the bufi-
nefs that will neceflarily attend chat department will be attended with confiderable difficulty and
trouble. ' ’

All which is fubmitted to the honourable houfe.

o Signed by order, . - - NICH. HARWOOD, cl. com.
Which was read and ordercd to Jie on the table, e ‘ '

Richard Barnes, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr, Speaker two letters from James Cal-
houn, ceputy quarter-usiiter-general, bearing date the 26th and 30th of November, 1779, di-
redted to his excellzney Thonias Sim Lee, Efq; which were feverally read.

Mr. J. Hanfon, fiom the conference, brings in and delivers 1o Mr, Speaker the following
reporg : .

At a conference agreed to by the two houfes of affembly, for, the purpofe of confidering the pro-
per mexlures to be adopted to: procure fpeedy and full fupplies of fAour and forage for the army
of the Uaited States, by what mode a quantity of cloathing, blankets, fhoes, and other ne-
ceflaries, can be obtained to furnifly the troops of this ftate, and the recommendation of con-
grefs of the 19th of November, to enaél laws for the cftabl fhing and carrying into execution a
general limitation (')sfpuu:s, *

"W ERE PRESENT, o
Matthew Tilshman, Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and Brice Thomas Beale Wodrthington,
Efquires, fenators, John Hall, John Henry, John Hanfon, William Steven{on, Peregrine
Lethrbury, .and Saaiuel Chafe, Lfquires, delegates, '
Who made choice of Matthew Tilghman, Efy; prefident, and Mr. Henry Ridgely, clerk.

Y O U R conferrees, appointed for th= above purpofes, haye ‘agreed to the following propofi-
tions, and fubmit thic fame to the confideration of the general affembly.
1. I'hatit would be improper at tiis preflent feflion of aflembly, to enact laws eftablithing and
“carrying into execuiion a gencral limitation of the prices of country produce, common labour
the wages of tradefmen, mechanics, and fereign merchandife, agreeable to the refolution of con-
grefs o the 19th of November, 17799.  But although your conferrees are of opiniou, that it
would be highly inconvenient to, and vear hard cn, the inhaoitants of this ftate, to frame laws
for a general regulation of prices, to have effed, before it is afcertained that the feveial ftates in
the union will «dopt funilar meafuses ; yet they would bey leave to recommend to the general
aflembly, that commiffioners te appointed to meet commiffioners, appointed by the legiflatures of
the feveral ftates of New-Hampfhise, Madachaufetts, Rhode-1land and Providence plantations, Cun-
necticur, New-York, New- Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, and Virginia, at the city of Philadel-
phia, on the firft Wedne(day of January next, for the purpole of confidering the expediency and
practicability of limiting the prices of merchandife, produce, and labour, und of agreeing o the
fame, fhouid they judge it neceflary, in fuch manner as may be beit adapted to the ficuation and
circumftances of this itare ; and that the commiflioners, o to be appointed by this ftare, report
their proceedings to the next general aflembly for confirmation if deemed proper. )
2. ‘'I'bat as the grest number of purchafers, under a variety of cnaracters, has tended to create
the very high and exorbitant prices of grain and other provifions neceflary for the army, the con-
ferrees are of opinion, that no perfon whatever be permitted to purchale within this ftate any
grain or other provifions, except the commiflary-genctal and his deputies duly authorifed, and
that the latter ought to be limited as to their number and diftriét by the general aflembly.
3. ‘That as your conferrees are fatisfied great quantities of the articles laft mentioned have l_)een@
purchafed up, contrary to, and in evafion of, thil laws in exiftence, the fame fhould be fenzdcd“‘
under



