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By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, December 13, 1778, ' "

May it pleafe your honours, S . = o
I 1" would be our wifh to avoid altercation’at this advanced period of the feflion, but :as we

view the bill, entitled, An additional fupplement to the a& for the better fecurity of the govern-.

ment, as ufeful, neceflary and important, we muft beg,jeh:ve to recall your attention to: that {ub~
ject. 1t was not only our defign to provide for the contingent infolvencies of colle€tors and their
fecurities, but alfo to lay a foundation for the commencement of {uits, under the limitations and
reftriCtions propoled, again{t fuch perfons as took the oath after the 12th of April, and provided
certificates without date ; at the {ame time leaving fuch a&ions fubjet to a legal conftru&ion of
the act for the better fecurity of the government. - \ ‘
Notwithftanding our high opinion of your legal knowledge and acute difcernment, yet the ar-
guments ftated in your meffage received by the houfe of delegates at a late hour in the laft feffion,
did not convince us that the bill to derlare and amend the law would have an ex po/? facto relation.
We are of opinion the bill now propofed holds qut the beft and moft effeGual mode to bring the
much contetled point before that judicature eftablifhed by our confltitution, for the expofition of
laws, and therefore in the draught of our bill have cautiouily avoided any expreffions capable of
a retrofpective tendency.  T'he collector cannot, by law, colleét the treble tax from thofe per=

T el

ey,

fons, who have obtained certificates from the county court without date, and whofe names have
“been expunged by the commiffioners of the tax from the lift of nonjurors, although fuch perfons,
by virtue o: the act for the better fecurity of the government, may be fubje&t to the treble tax,
_and ought to pay the fame. If then there are any inftances in which the public treafury will be
robbed, either through the ignorance, miftake, or defign of men, to whom the execution of our
Jaws has becn committed, no doubt your honours known attachment to the frugality of finance,
- will fuggeft the propriety and neceflity of receding from your propofed amendment, - We have
therefore returned you the bill and hope for your concurrence.
' By order, A J. DUCKETT, cl. ho. del.
"Being prepared, was fent to the fenate by Mr. Brice and Mr, Ward. :
" Mr. Strawbridge brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& for the pay-
ment of the journal of accounts, which was read the firft and fecond time by efpecial order,
"pafled, and fent to the fenate by Mr, Deye and Mr. Bayly.
Brice 'T"homas Beale Worthington, Elq; from the {enate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the refolve
‘refpecling the comamittee in the recefs of aflembly, concerning the criminal law, thus endorfed ;
¢ By the fenate; December 15, 1778: Read and concurred with. ‘
‘ . ¢ By order, v R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.”
And the following meflage: -
, By the S EN A T E, December 15, 1778.
Gentlemen,
W E have appointed Charles Carroll of Carrollton, and Brice Thomas Beale Worthington,
Efquires, to join the gentlemen named in your meflage by Meflicurs Hall and Strawbridge, for
the purpoles therein mentioned. : - '
: By order, R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.
ORrpERED, That the account of Robert Cummins be referred to the committee of both houfes
.appointed in the recefs of alfembly, with full power to adjuft the balance and tranfmit the fame
to the governor and council in order for payment. o R :
The houfe adjourns till 4 o’clock. - —

. 4 P O S T M ERIDTIE M
" The houfe met. : ‘ ‘ ,

- T'he engrofled bill, No. 24, was read and affented to, and fent to the fenate, with the paper
bill thereof, by Mr. Potter and Mr. Jackfon.

William Hindman, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr: Speaker the paper bill, No. 24,
thus endorfed ; ¢ By the {cnate, December 15, 1;78: The engrofled bill, whereof this is the
¢ original, read and aflented to. , : '

L : ¢ ¢ By order, R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.”

Richard Barnes, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the journal of accounts, thus
endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, December 15, 1778 : Read and affented to.

‘¢ By order, _ R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.”

The engrofled bill, No. 23, was read and affcnted to, and-fent to the fenate, with the paper
bill thereof, by Mr. Sprigg and Mr. Hammond. , : ‘

Thomas Jenings, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the paper bill, No. 23, thus
endorfed ; ¢¢ By the fenate, December 15, 1778 : The engroffed bill, whereof this is the origi-
‘“ nal, read and affented. to. ‘ o

¢ By order, R. RIDGELY, cl fen.l’\’lI
r




