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$tates in congrefs aflembled, and would pay their proportions of all money iflued or borrowed by
congrels, or which might thereafter be iflsed or borrowed for the purpofe aforefaid ; and that
this ftate would accede (0, and faithfully execute, all treaties which had been or fhauld be made
by authority of congrels, and would be bound and governed by the determination of the United
States in congrefls aflembled, relative to peace or war.

¢ T'hat this ftate hath upon all occafions théwn her zeal to promote and maintain the general
welfare of the United States of Arnerica ; that upon the fame principle they are of opinion a con-
federation of perpetual triendfhip and union between the United States is highly neceffary for the
benefit of the whole ; and that they are moft willing and defirous to enter into a confederation
and union, but at the fame time fuch confederation fhould in their opinion be formed on the
principles of juftice and equity.” ‘

Which refolves, remonitrance and inftruftions, were by our delegates laid before congrefs,
and the objections therein made ‘to the confederation were fubmitted in writing to their confide-
ration, and the feveral points fully difcufled and debated, and the alterations and amendments
propofed by our delegates to the confederation, in confequence of the aforefaid inftructions by us
to them given, were rejected, and no fatisfactory reafons afligned for the rejection thereof.

We do therefore Declare, 'I'hat we efteem it fundamentally wrong, .and repugnant to every
principle of equity and good policy, on which a contederation between free, fovereign, and in-

dependent Sates, ought-to be founded, that:this, orany other ftate, entering into_fuch confe-

deration, fhould te burthened with  heavy expences for the fubduing and guarantying im-
menfe tra@s of country, it they are not to fhare any part of the monies arifing from the fales of
the lands within thofe tracts, 'or be otherwife bencficed thereby. In conformity to this our opi-
nion, the fentiments of our conftituents, in juftice to' them and ousfelves, and leaft fuch con-

ftru@ion fhould hereafter be put on the undehined expreflions contained in the third article of the
"confederation, ‘ahd the provifo te-the ninth (according to which ¢ no Rate is to be deprived-of

' gervitory for the benefit of the United ftates™) as' may fubjedt all to fuch guaranty as aforefaid,
and deprive fome of the faid fbitey of their right in- commion to the lands aforefaid,

We declare, that we mesn noY to {ubject ourfelves to fuch guaranty, nor will we be refponfi-

‘ble for any part of fuch expence, 'unlefs the third article and provifo aforefaid, be explained fo as

to prevént their being hereatter-conftrued in a manner injurious to this ftate. Willing however
to lemove, as far ss we can, confiftently with the truft conferred upoa us, every other objection
on our part to the confederation, and anxioufly defirous to cement, by the moft indiffoluble ties,
that union which has hitherto enabled us to refift the: artifices and the power of Great-Britain,

‘and conceiving ourfelves, as we have heretafore declared, juftly eantitled to a right in common

with the other members of the unfon to that extenfive country lying to the weftward of the fron-
ticrs of the United States, the property-of which was ot vefted in, - or granted to, individuals,

We declare, that we will actede ta the confederation;: provided an article or articles be added
therero, piving full power to the Ugited States in- cohgrefs aflembled, to afcertain and fix the
weftern limits of the ftates claiming to extend to the Mifliffippi or South-Sea, and exprefsly re-

ferving and fecuting to “the Uhnited ‘States -a right i,“‘ common in and to. all the lands lying to the
-weftward of thé frontiers as aforefaid ‘not granted toy {uryeyed for, or purchafed by, individuals,

at the commencement of the prefent war, ia fuch manner that the faid lands be fold out, or other-

‘wife difpofed of, for the commion benefit of all the ftates, and that the ‘money arifing from the

fale of thofe lands, or the quit-rents'referved thereon, may be deemed and . taken as part of the

‘monies belonging to the United Staees, and, as fuch; be appropriated by congrefs towards de-

fraying ‘the expences of the war, and the payment of -intereft on monies borrowed or to be bor-
rowed, on the credit of the United States; from France, or any other European. power, or- for
any other joiitt benefit of the United States. . e :

We do fartlier déclare, that the exclufive ¢laim fet up by fome ftates to the whole weftern
country, by extending their limits to the Mifffippi or South-Sea, is in our judgment without any
folid foundation, and we religioufly ‘believe wilt, if fubmicted to, prove ruinous to this ftate, and

to other ftates fimilarly circumftanced, and in procefs of time be the means of fubverting the con-

federation, if it be not expliined By the additional article or articles propofed, fo as to obviate all
mifconftruftion and mifinterpfetation of thofe parts thereof that are herein before fpecified.
"We entered ifito this juft and neceffary war, to defend our rights againft the attacks of avarice

“and ambition ; we have made the moft ftrenuous efforts-during the profecution of it, and we are

refolved to continue them until our independence is firmly eftabliftred < - hitherto we have fuccefl-
fully refifted, ahd we hobe, with the blefling of Providence, for final fuccefs. 1f the cnemy, en-
couraged by the appearance of divifieas among us, and the hope of our not confederatiag, fhould

earry on hoftilities loitger thin they: otherwife would have done, let thefe be cclponfible for the
- prolongatian of the war &nd all its ‘confequent calamities, who, by refufing to comply with re-
“quifitions o juft and reafonable, Wave hitherto prevented the confederation from taking place, and

" are therefore juftly chargeable-with every evil which hath Aowed and may flow from fuch Iprof

craftination.



