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to be followed relative to the correfpondence and commerce which the two parties defire to
eftablifh between their refpective countries, ftates and fubjeéts ; His Moft Chriftian Majefty and
the faid Uhited States have judged that the faid end could not be better obtained, than by taking

for the bafis of their agreement, the moft perfe& equality and reciprocity, and by carefully avoid-

ing all thofe burthenfome preferences which are ufually fources of debate, embarraflment and
difeontent ; by leaving alfo each party at liberty to make refpe@ing Navigation and Commerce,
thofe interior regulations which it {ha!ll find moft convenient to itfelf, and by founding the ad-
vantage of commerce folely upon reciprocal utility, ‘and the juft rules of free intercourfe, re-
ferving withal to each party the liberty of admitting, at its pleafure, other nations to a partici-
pation of the fame advantages —It is in the fpirit of this intention and to fulfil thefe views, that
his faid Majefty having named and appointed for his Plenipotentiary, CONRAD ALEXANDER
GeraRrD, Royal Syndic of the city of Strafhourg, Secretary of his Majefty’s Council of State 5
and the United States on theif, part, ‘having fully empowered BENjamIN FRANKLIN, Deputy

from the State of Pennfylvania to the General (,or'igr'efs', and Prefident to the Convention of

faid State; SiLas DEaNE, late Deputy from the State of Conne&icut to the faid Congrefs,
and ArTHUR LEE, Counfellor at Law : The faid refpe&ive Plenipotentiaries, after exchang-
ing their .powers, and after mature deliberation, have. concluded and agreed upon. the following
articles. ' ‘ - P . _

"ARTICLE L

THERE fhall be a firm, inviolable and univerfal peace, and a true and fincere friendfhip
between the Moft Chriftian King, his heirs and fucceflors, and.the United States of America,
and the fubje&s of the Moft Chriftian King afd of ‘the faid States, and between the countries,
' iflands, cities and towns fituate under the'jurifdiion of the Moft Chriftian. King, and of the faid
United States, and the people and inhabitants of every degree, without. exception of perfons or
places, and the terms herein after mentioned, fhall be perpetual between the Moft Chriftian
King, his heirs and fucceffors, and the faid United States.

AR TICLE IL

Tue Moft Chriftian King and the United States engage mutually not to grant any particu-
lar favour to other nations, in refpeét of commerce and navigation, which fhall not immediately
become common to the other party, who fhall enjoy the {ame favour freely, if the conceffion was
freely made, or on allowing the fame compenfation, if the conceflion was conditional.

ARTICLE 1L "

Thue {ubje@s of the Moft Chriftian King fhall pay in the ports, ‘havens, roads, countries,
iflands, citiés or towns of the United States, or any of them, no other or greater duties or
impofts, of what nature foever ‘they may be, or by what name foever called, than thofe which
the nations moft favoured are or fhall be obliged to pay; and they fhail enjoy all the rights, li-
berties, privileges, {mmunities and exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce, whether in

paffing from ohe port in the faid -States to another, or in going to and from the fame, from and
to any part of the world, which the faid nations do or fhall enjoy.

"ARTICLE 1V,

T e fubjedts, people and inhabitants of the faid United States, and each of them, fhall not
pay in the ports, havens, roads, iflands, cities and places under the domination of His Moft
Chriftian Majefty, in Europe, any other or greater duties or impofts, of what nature foever they
may be, or by what name foever called, than thofé which the moft favoured nations are or
fhall be obliged to pay ; and they fhall enjoy all the rights, liberties, privileges, immunities, and
exemptions in trade, navigation and commerce, whether in pafing from one port in the faid do-
minions in Europe, to another, or in going to and from the fame, from and to any part of the
world, which the faid nations do or thall enjoy.

ARTICLE. .V

In the above exemption is particularly. comprized, the impofition of one hundred Sous per ton,
eftablithed in France on foreign fhips, unlefs when the fhips of the United States fhall load
with the merchandize of France, for another port of the fame dominion ; in which cafe the
faid thips fhall. pay' the duty above mentioned, fo long as other nations the moft favoured fhall
be obliged to pay it; but it is underftood, that the faid United States, or any of them, are at
liberty, when they fhall judge it proper, to eftablifh a duty equivalent in the fame cafe.

’ ARTICLE VL ‘

' Tre Moft Chriftian King fhall endeavour, by all the means in his power, to protet and
defend all veflels and the effeéts belonging to the fubjeéts, people or inhabitants of the faid United
States, or any of them, being in his ports, havens or roads, or on the feas near to his coun-
tries, iflands, cities or towns; and to recover and reftore to the right owners, their agents or

o attorniess



