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then perceive that no other confederation than one fo formed, can be lafting.  Although the
preflure of immediate calamities, the dread of their continuance from the appeaiance of ditunion,
and fon, - other peculiar circumftances, may have induced fome ftates to accede to the prefent
copfederation contrary to their own interefts and judgments, it requires no great {hare of forefight
to predict, that when thefe caufes ceafe to operate, the ftates which have thus acceded to the
contederation,” will confider it as no longer binding, and will eagerly embrace the firft occafion
of afferting their juft rights, and fecuring their independence. ‘That the former may be violated,
and the latter enuangered, we have no doubt. s it probable that thofe ftates, who arc ambiti-
tioufly grafping at territories, to which in our judgment they have not the leaft thadow of exclufive
right, will ufe with greater moderation the encreafe of wealth and power derived from thofe ter-
fitories, when acquired, than what they have difplayed in their endeavours to acquire them?
We think not ; we are convinced the fame {pirit which hath prompted them to infift on a claim
fo extravagant, fo repugnant to every principle of juftice, fo incompatible with the general wel-
fare of all the ftates, will urge them on to add oppreflion to injuftice.  If they fhould not be in-
cited by a fuperioriry of wealth and ftrength to opprefs by open force their lefs wealthy and lefs
powerful ncighbours, (and thefe alone are too often fufficient inducements to ftates to commit op-
preflion) yet the depopulation, and confequently the impoverifhment of thofe ftates, will necefla-
rily follow, which by an unfair conftrultion of the confederation, may be ftript of a common
intereft in, and the common benefits derivable from, the weftern country. Suppofe, for in-
ftance, Virginia indifputably poflefled of the extenfive and fertile country to which fhe has fet up
a claim, what wou'd be the probable confequences to Maryland of fuch an undifturbed and un-
difputed pofletlion ! They cannot efcape the leaft difcerning.  Virginia, by felling on the moft
moderate terms a [mall proportion of the lads in queftion, would draw into her treafury vaft
fums ot money, and in proportion to the fums arifing from fuch fales, would be enabled to leffen
her taxes. Lands comparatively cheap, and taxes comparatively low, with the lands and taxes
6f an adjacent ftate, would quickly drain the ftate, thus difadvantageoufly circumftanced, of its
moft ufeiu! inhabitants; its wealth and its confequence, in the fcale of the confederated ftates,
would fink of courfe, A cldim {o injurious to more than one half, if not to the whole of the
United States, ought to be {upported by the cleareft evidences of the right; yet what evidences
of that right have been produced, what arguments alleged in fupport either of the evidence or the
tight # None that we have heard of deferving a ferious refutation.

It has been faid, that fome of the delegates of a neighbouring ftate have declared their opinion
of the impra&icability of governing the extenfive dominions claimed by that ftate ; hence alfo the
neceflity was admitted of dividing 1ts territory and ere&ting a new ftate under the aufpices- and di-
retion of the elder, from whom, no'doubt, it would receive its form of government, to whom
it would be bound by fome alliance, or confederacy, and by whofe councils it would be influs
ciced.  Such a meafure, if ever aifempted, would certainly bs oppofed by the other ftates, as
inconfiftent with the letter and fpirit of the propofed confederation, fhould it take place, by efta-
blithing a fub-canfederacy, imperium in imperio. The ftate poflefled of this extenfive dominion
maft then either tubmit to all the inconveniencies of an overgrown and unwicldy government, or
fuffer the authority ‘of congrefs to interpofe at a future time, and to lop off a part of its territory,
to be erelted into @ new and free {tate, and admitted into the confederation on fuch condi:ions as
{hail be fettled by nine ftates. If it is neceffary for the happinefs and tranquillity of a ftate thus
overgrown, that congrefs fhould hereafter inierfere, and divide its territory, why is the claim to
that territory now made, and fo pertinacioufly infited on? We can fuggeft to ourfelves but
two motives ; either the declaration of relinquifhing at fome future period a portion of the coun-
try now contended for, was made to lull fufpicion afleep, and to cover the defigns of a fecret am-
Lition, or if the thought was ferioufly entertained, the lands are now claimed to resp an imme-
diate profit from the fale.. v '

 We are convinced policy and juftice require, that'a tountry unfettled at the commencement
of this war, claimed by the Britith crown, and ceded to it by the treaty of Paris, if wrefted from
the common cnemy by the blood and treafure of the thirteen ftates, fhould be confidered as com-
mon property, fubjeft to be parcelled out by congrefs into free and independent governments, in
fuch manner and at fuch times as the wifdom of that aflembly fhall hereafter diredt. . ‘
. 'We are likewi’e convinced, that unlefs the property of the country aforefaid be vefted in the
thirteen ftates, ahd a fuperintending power over it be lodged in congrefs, that feveral of thofe
{iates will lofe numbers of their people, prefled by the weight of taxes to quit their native coun-
trics, and invited to exchange them for new fettlements, by the certainty of cheap. purchales, and
bf being relieved from their prefent heavy and encreafing burthens. a : '

“Thus convinced, we fhould betray the truft fepofed in us by our conflituents, were we to au-
thorife you to ratify on their behalf the confederation, unle(s it be farther explainedi * We have
cool'y and difpaflonately confiileted the fubje@ ; we have weighed probable inconveniencies and
hardthips againft the facrifice of fuift'and effential rights ; and do inftruct you nbt ‘to agree to the
confederation, unlefs an article or-articles b¢ added thercto in conformity with our declaration;
T ‘ fhould



