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folid founddtion, and we religioufly ‘believe will, if fubmitted to, prove ruinous to-this ftate, and
to other.ftates fimilarly circumftanced, and in procefs of time be the means of fubverting the con-
federation, if it be'not ckplained:by the additional article or articles propofed, fo asto obviate all
mifconfiruStion and ‘mifinterpretation of thofe parts thereof that are herein before fpecified.

" We entered mnto this juft'and ineceflary war, to defénd our rights againft the attacks of ‘avarice

‘and ambition ; we have made the moft ftrenuous effotts during the profecution of it; and we are
refolved to continte them until ourimdependence is firmly eftablithed : hitherto we have fuccefl-
fully refifted, and we hope, with the blefing of Providence, for final fuccefs. If the enemy, en-
‘couraged by the appearance of divifions among us, znd the hope of our not confederating, fhould
carry on hoftilities longer than they otherwife would bave done, let thofe be refponfible for the
;pmlongatiouf of the war and all its'confequent calamities, who, by refufing to comply with re-
«quifitions ‘fo ‘ju&"?nd'reafpn‘able,’ have hitherto prevented the confederation from taking place, and
‘are therefore jultly chargeable with every-evil which hath-flowed and may flow from fuch pro-
‘ctaftination. R ‘
INSTRUCTIONS of the GENERAL ASS EMBLY of MARYLAND, to
_.George Plates, William Paca, William Cacrmichael, John Henry, James Forbes, and Daniel
of St. Thomas Jenifer, Efquires. o B
Gentlemen, ' - :
. MAV:IN:G conferred upon you'a truft of the higheft nature, it is evident we place great
corfidence in-your integrity,- abilities, and .zeal to promote the general welfare of the United
:States, -and the particular intereft of this ftate, where the latter is-not incompatible with the for-
_gver. But:to add:greater weight to your proceedings in congrefs, -and to take away all fufpicion
that the opinions you there deliver, and the votes you give, may.be the mere opinions of indivi-
«dualg; and:not-refulting: from your knowledge of t e fanfe and deliberate judgment of the ftate
“you: repreferity .we think it our duty to-inftrudt you inthe feveral following particulars, and we
1do'nbt doubt!you Witl make it FOUrs; ftrenuoufly to endeavour -to carry thefe inftrultions into
e e IR o ‘ : o L . :
W herefore we inftru& you to-move:for, and to-obtain, if poflible, fome effeftual rule for {host-

iéning the debates in congrefs,’ and ‘when obrained to-enforce a ftrick obfervance of the rule.

""" You muft be fully feniible; gentlemen, that-it is of the utmoft importance, :the, people at large
-{hould entertdin the'higheft-opinion of the integrity and wifdom. of congrefs ; if either -fhould be
queftioned, ‘the: refpe&kdué'to- that affembly, -and ‘hithesto paid-to it, will diminifh, and in pso-
-portion ‘to -that wiminution, ‘it ‘will lofe of its dignity and influence. Delegates to congrels
- therefore ought niot only ‘to be honeft, butfite even from the imputation of difhonetty. Reports
~have circulated much to the difadvantage of fome .of the delegates ; they have been accufed of

- comibininig with ‘the monopelizers and engroffers of the neceflaries of-life, and-fharing ‘in-the -ini-
- quitous gain. ' The refolves of congrefs, recommending proper meafures and laws to check thole
. peraicious: pradtices, will-lofe much of their cfficacy and force, while members of theirown body, |

under the fulpiciow of the fame guiley are {uffered to ‘retain their: feats in that affembly. We
- know the cofigrefs have not the powerof expulfion; yet it:is the duty of the members.to be watch-
f4l-each one over the-condudt of ‘the other, -and whien fufpicions of mifconduét, fuch as have been
* fijenrioned, -prevail, to inforsfr. thereof the refpetive :ftates reprefented by the-perfon or perfons fo
— fufpeéted, that their condu&-may be enquired into by the proper :authority, and the delinquents

- punithed according to-their demerits. - 1f you cannot by other means prevent, at leaft difcourage
. ‘by:your example fuch difronourable pradtices. - ' - :
‘We call for your'ﬁriﬂeﬁ-auenﬁon to, and vigilance in, the management and expenditure of
the:public revenue. The treafures of both the Indies would not fuffice to carsy on -this war, .if
. d8:little ceconomy is'to be ufed for the time to come zs has been obferved for the time pait. All
~ perfons entrufted with public money fhould be called to a frequent and fri& account. T his wife
- and’ neeeflary maxim; we-underfand; hath in practice been reverfed.. Mitlions have -been granted
~td commiflaries 'and'._quarter—ma&ws-_ggntral, and to others, and their accounts to-this day rematn
_unfettled, and congrefs knows not ac this late hour how thofe fums have ‘been applied, whether
faithfully and thriftily, to the purpofes for which they were granted, or converted to the private
. -emolument of the officers aforefaid, ‘orfquandered by their.underlings. And we cannat reprefs
~our aftonifhment at the. condi jons.upon-which the commiffary amd-quarter-mafter-general are cm-
" ployed. ‘Wi are-informed, they draw-a commiflion. on all the .monies difburfed tor the. ufe of
< ‘their tefpe&ive departments ; theiv profits therefore-muft rife in propgrtion to thofe:difbusfements,
~ and opetare as an encouragement of unthriftinefs and @ilapidation. - v :
"W herefore we do inftruct you to move for ah ‘order of congrefs, to call before them at leaft
© twicein the year the-commi aties ar’:d‘quarte}—maﬁcngenerﬂ,: ‘the furveyor, phyfician, and fur-
eon-general, to render an account not only of their conduék: in the execution of their refpective
“trufts, but alfo of ‘all-‘menied iflued to them and expended by themfclves, or by-the-deputies and
“‘ggents employed. under them in their feveral departhents® © -~ v e
- -‘ Should



