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fhould have full power to alcertain and fix the weftern limiws_of thofe ftates. that claim to the
Mifliflippi or South Sea. ' S _ ' o

‘¢ ‘I'hat this fate confidered themfelves jultly entitled to & right in common with the other
members of the union, to that extenfive tra of country which lies to the weltward of the fron-
tiers of the United States, the property of which was not ve ed in, or granted to, individuals, at
the commencement of the prefent war ; that the fame had been, or might thereafter be gained |
trom the king of Great-Britain or the native Indians by the blood and treafure of all, and ought
therefore to be 2 common eftate, to be granted out on terms beneficial to all the United States,
and that they thould ufe their utmoft endeavours that an article to that effe@ be made part of the
confederation, ‘ o B

¢ That this ftate would contribute their quota of men and money towards carrying on the
prefent war with Great-Brirain, for the purpofe of eﬁablifh_ing the freedom agild .independence of
the United States, according to fuch rule of proportion as fhould be determined. by the United
States in congrefs affembled, and would pay their proportions of all money iflued or borrowed by
congrefs, or which might thereafter be iflued or borrowed for the purpofe aforefaid ; and that
this ftate would accede to, and faithfully execute; all treaties which had been pr fhould be made
by authority of congrefs, and would be bound and governed by the determiﬂaﬁon of the United
States in congrels affembled, relutive to peace or war, - o o

“ That this ftate hath upon all occafions thewn her zeal to promote and maintain the general
weifare of the United States of America; that upon the {fame principle they are of opinion a con-
federation of perpetual friendthip and union between the United States is highly neceflary for the
benefit of the whole ; and that they are moft willing and defirous to enter-into a confederation
and union, but at the fame time fuch confederation. fhould - in their opinion.be formed on the
principles of juftice and equity.” Co C e v ERSES

Which refolves, remonitrance and inflgn&ions, were by our delegates Jajd. before congrefs,

" and the objections therein made to the confederation were fubmitted in writing .to_-their confide~
ration, and the feveral points. fully difcuffed and ‘debated, and the alteratiops .and .amendments
propofed by our delegates to the confederation, in confequence of the aforefaid inftruGions by us
to them given, were rejected, and no fatisfadtory reafons afligned for the rejection thereof,

\+ € do therefore Declare,” That we efteem it fundamentally ‘wrong, andrgpugnant. to every
principle of equity and good policy, on which a confederation, between, free, fovereign, and in-
dependent Sates, ought to be founded, that this, or any other ftate, entering. into fuch confe-
deration, fhould be burthemed with heavy expences for the - fubdving and guarantying im-
menfe traéls of country, if they are not to fhare-any part of the monies arifing from the fales of
the lands within thofe trals, or be otherwife benefited thereby, * In conformjty to this our opi-
nion, the fentiments of our conttituents, in: juftice to them and ourfelves; .and leaft fuch con-
ftruétion fhould hereafter be put on the undefined expreflions contained in the third article of the
confederation, and the provifor to the ninth (according to which ¢ no ftate:is to be deprived of
territory for the benefit of the United ftates”). as may fubje& all to fuch guaranty - as aforefaid,
and deprive fome of the faid ftates of their right in common to the lands aforefaid, . o
- We declare, that we mean not to (ubje@ ourfelves to fuch guaranty, nor will we be refponfi-
ble for any part of fuch expence, unlefs the third article and provilo aforefaid, be. explained fo as
to prevent their being hereafter conftrued in a-manner injurious to this flate. .. Wiiling . however
to remove, as far as.we can; confiftently with the truft conferred upon us,, every other obje@ion
on our part to the confederation, and anxioufly defirous to pement, by the moft indifloluble ties,
that union which has hitherto enabled us to refift the artifices and the power of (Great-Britaip,
and conceiying ourfelves, as we have heretofore declared, juftly entitled te.a .right in commion
with the other members of the union to that.gxtenfive country lying to the weftward of the frop-
tiers of the United States; the property of which was not ve{{ed in, or granted.to, individuals,
at the commencement of the prefent war, ... e b s Ty

We declare, that we will accede to the confederation, provited:en article, or articles. be, added
thereto, giving full power to the;United States in. congrefs aflembled, toafcertain and fix the
weftern limits-of the ftates claiming:to extend to the Mififippi or South-Ses,. and. exprefsly re-
ferving and fecuring to the United States a; right'in common in and to all the lands lying #05,&1“

- weftward of the frontiers as aforefaid,  not granted to, furveyed for, or. purchaled by, individuals,
at the commencement of the prefent war, in fuch manner that the {aid landg be fold out, or other-
wife ditpofed of, for the common benefit of all the ftates, and that the -mopey arifing from the
fale of thofe lands, or the quitwrents referved thercon, may be deemed and. caken..as part of the
monies belonging to the United States, ‘and; as fuch, be appropriated : by congrefs towards, de-
fraying the expences of the wary and the:payment of  intereft on mopies -borfowed. or to be ber-
rowed, on the credit of the United States, - from France, or any. other European, power, .or, for
any other joint beaefit of the United States. ., ... - ., . 0, 0 ,

We do faesher declate, that-the exclufive clgim, fet. up, by. fome flates to the whole weftern
country, by extending their limits {o the ,Mnﬂifli}ppi or. South-Sea, is in our judgment Withomfg{?i
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