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To the hiRouratlg thi GENER ALTASSEMBLY ofithe ftate ofrMargland.

Gentlemen, ‘
T HE benble Petitibn Bf -y’ the fublcribers,’ inhabitants of Kent gounty, hpmbhly-fiyevwsths
Phat youtr peritiondnsy beinp butilitdé verfed in the fscretsiof governmeat, ',;;uq.,;@win‘qu,,‘t?;.
volve'owrfselves ih ihatéess we did ot Wirky underftands by itdking an, gath which from, comman
report-was out of our pawer to comply, wish, and it:wag likewals. reposied atghe, fam ',J,ggg},-;@‘ac
the Brivifh army ‘would: gake poffefiotudfatis. peninfula. beiween the two baps;, ]an'dfk;&' §6lk
to take the oath of a}legiancc to the king of Great-Britsin. . Thip and ;mii!‘j.-l:uC;bi‘xnggﬁsy ;;ix;
duftrioufly fipread by defighing meny copiufid our weak judgments . in. fuch a ‘manner, th,a{f we
weéredeterred frony takingithe eath of fidelity to this: frare in due time,. wiich .baé _ Bi.oug‘ﬁt‘oﬁ}#
the odious charactss:ofcbeihgifoes to ear.country and the glorious-caule in which we aic embarks
ed, ‘and likewife: laid us dnder 2 heavy tax, the pagment of which muft diftrefs if not ruin us and
sur-fainilics. - We humbly confefs] gentlemen, thatiwe wete wrong-in nat tuking she wath ia
due time ; but in order to fhew to your honours and all the world that we are t'riendgi‘té‘ our
country'and willing te fipport it, we have volunagily-taken the faid cath, and pré‘yﬂyour:“ho-
nouré’ will take o‘ur-di(’ci;uﬁb;d»_c‘&‘erinfb:y’oﬂr ferious confideration, and: grang. us. {fuch.iclief cither
in whole or in-paras you in your-witdom fhall fee caufz. . And we your humble. petitioners, as
iti dury ‘bound," will-for your welfaje ever pray, &c. &e.w - The 6th of November, 1778,
thnfi(lf‘pton,, William Cloton, Witliam' Semans, Thomas Boyd, fon of Natbaniel, Frifiik:Stands
5"1){,' William Pelly! S‘;ir'xxge]}l)}i‘c’ki‘h’f:tih'," Lambert' Leamans, George Vanfant, fon of Georges
_+May it pleale your henours, the within petitioners came voluntarily befere me the 'fuﬁféi%"er,
and.tock the oath,of fidelity to this.ftate.. Novemb
1798 o el o
Bo granted ? Carried in the negative. . -
Pl . .N-E:G A T I.V E

Given under my hand this eighth day of Novembiér,
e ey B Y MAXWELL

E;'Wé‘r\:'}ﬁgggbh,'f jachﬁ, : '\;ep_zéy';’" : Gibfon, Mafon, - Cram*?ﬁia, |
é‘Deﬁt‘,“‘ P Strawbtidge,  Gaaty, 0 - Brown,’ Potter, = - Crubb,

"~ Digges, Smoot, . ‘Magrader, Catmichael, Sprigg, Burgefs.
=Maddur, - Ecclefidn, " H.Geldfborough, Bordley, Bayly, .
v o AFFTRMATIVE s
= Sewell, Hall, - Deye, Ward, Brice, . Norris,
£ Mackall, _H, Ridgely, Stevenfon, Job, Fifcher, M¢Comas,
€ Lloyd, " Chew, . Hammond, Evans, . Bond, Keepe.

3 Wilmer, . Hanifon, R |
On motion, the queftion was put, That the petition of John Ward Pennington, which fol-
lows in thefe words : .. e R - ' - ,
To the honourable the GENERAL AS SEMBLY of the ftate of Maryland,
+l"h"_e ipét‘iiidnfbf ‘John Ward Pennington, of Kent. county in the faid ftate, humbly fheweth,
THAT your‘pe"t;,tiojﬁér ‘hath on' 3]l occafions, fince the oppofition to the Britith arms, con-
formed himfelf to the faws and regulations of the different .conventions and - affemblics,. by enroll-
ing, muftering, and, bearing ar‘ms,,'whcn'ca}lbd on by his officers, both againft the Britith army
and tories. 'L hat during the time ot adminiftering the oath of fidelity and fupport to this flate
laft March, your petitioner, from his teinote place of abode adjuining the line of the Lielaware
ftate, was never rightly informed of the length of time allowed by the teft act for the inhabitnts

1o come in and take the fame, but dpon his ftri& examination with regard to the tiné himitered,
was informed that it was paft with refpe@ to his taking it before a fingle magiftrate, but that a
further time was allowed to take it beéfore the court, “on giving fufficient reafons, which:-he thea
detérmined to do ; but being éngaged as a bondfinan for his fifter-in-:aw, for her due adminiftra~
tion of her hufband’s eftate, and the law having fet apart ‘I'uefdays and Saturdays for that ‘buft-
n.fs, {he from her ftate of health and badnefs or foads not being able to attend on the Tuefsay,
your petitioner was ¢onftrained to put it off uniil Saturday, when attending -ealy in the day, he
was informed to his- great grief that the court was 2djousned, by which means he was deprived of
the opportunity of tuking the faid oath at that time. Your petitioner having the greatelt confi-
dence in your-honouts good difpofition toward -the ‘friends of America, therefore humtly prays
that vour honours will be pleafed to take the above recited facls into ‘confideration, and paifs an
a& allowing your petitioner a further day to take the faid oath, and difcharge him of the treble
tax already and hereafter to be colleted, and other the difabiljties impoted by the aét, entitled, An
'a& for the better fecurity of the government. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever
pray, &c. , e ~ JOHN WARD PENNINGTON,
We the underwritten fubfcribers, being well acquainted with the within named perition.r,
Ward Pennington, do hereby certify, that he has ever demeaned himfelf as a good citizen, and

) at




