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Whi.h was read and ordered to lie on the table,

Agreeable 1o the o der of the duy the houle took into confideration the confederation, and re-
folved itfelf liito a committee of the whole; Mr. Deye in the chair. After fome time tpent there~
in, Mu. Speaker refumed the chair, and Mr. Chairman reported, that the committes had come
to feveral tefolves, whi-h fie read in his place and delivered in at the table, which were then read
by tue clerk, and arc as follow :

REsoLvED, That it ts the opinion of this committee, it is fundamentally wrong, anl contrary
to ail ihe principles of cquity on w tich a confederation ought to be founded, ' that the ftate of
Muryland, or any other ftate in fimilar circumftances, fhould be burthened with very heavy taxes
for the fubduing and guarantying immenle tradts of country, when they are to have no fhare of
the monies acfing rrom the fale ot lands, or be otherwife beneficted thereby ; and that this ftate
ought o declare, that ticy mean noton thofe terms ¢o incur, nor will be refponfible for, “any
part of {uch expence. ‘

"ResoLvep, "1'hat in the opinioh of this committee, we ought to rely on the wifdom and juf-
tice of congrefs, to put fuch canftruction on the cighth article of the confederation, as may be
confiftent with the general fcope and intention thereof ; and that inftru@ions be given to our de-
legates in congréis, to declare chat the ftate ot Maryland is willing to accede to every article of
the confederation, provided the iame be expiained to the fatisfaltion of the general affembly, in
fach mann-1 as not to oblige them to relinguifh their claim to the weftern country, or to gua-
ranty the exclufive claiim fet up by fome of the other ftates to the fame, by extending their limits
to the Mihiippt or South-Seay fur beyond any fettlements made or property acquired by the fub-
jeQs of the Untted Stares at the commencement of hoftilities with Britain. And that our faid de-
legates ouzheto be inftrudted to reprefent, that in oar judgment the claim laft aforefaid is with-
out any foud foundation, and in its contequences will, if {ubmitted to, prove ruinous to us and
a2l the other ftates in fimilac circumftances 5 and therefore that we think ourfelves juftifiable, be-
fore that point be.explsined, in refuling to enter into the faid confederation. .
And ordered to lie on the table. : : .

‘1 he houle adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

F R I D A Y, November 27, 1778.

Mr. Ganct, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Brown, appeared in the houfe.

T H E houfe met. All prefent as on yeﬁefday. The pr‘océedings of yefterday were read.
Mr. Bruff brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following report :

By the COMMITTE E appointed to enquire into the fals ftated in the petition of Elie
‘ , Vallette. :

Y O U R committee have examined an official book produced by Mr. Vallette, containing the
monies réceived by colonel Fitzhugh for official matters during the laft eighteen months he was
commiflary-general, by which it appears, that he hath received for fearches and copies, from the
firft of lanuary, 1776, to the firft of January, 1777, the fum of £. 50 6 6, and from the firft of
January, 1777, to the fixth day of June, 1777, the further fum ot £.22 18. It doth further
appear to your committee, that conftant attendance was given to the office in Marlborough, by
a clerk employed by faid Vallette, whofe board and falary, together with the faid Vallette’s oce
cafional travcﬂing charges, your committee are of opinion are not over rated at £.200 exclufive
of the money received ; and that the faid Elie Vallette is entitled to a reimburfement thereof.
Your committee are further of opinion, that a fum not lefs than L. 150 ought to be ‘allowed to
the faid Vallette, as a recompence for his fuperintending the faid office for the eighteen months
laft pat, during the time the records were kept in Marlporough, Your committee are of opi-
nion, it will not be neceflary to make any further allowance ta the faid Elie Vallette, for clerks.
or other expences, as the records of the commiffary’s office are removed to Annapolis, the place .
of his refidence. All which is fubmitted to the confideration of the honourable houfe.

Signed per order, JOHN CALLAHAN, cl. com,

Which was read a firft and fzcond time and concurred with. :

The petition of Gabricl Child was read a fecond time, and referred to Mr. Thomas, Mr,
Chew, and Mr. Sewell, to enquire into the faQs therein ftated, and make report thereof to the
houfe. .

The petition of Leonard Belt was read the fecond time and referred to the committee of claims.
~ Mr. R. Goldfborough hath leave of abfence. ‘ ‘

The memorial of John Baket was read the (econd time, and the queftion was put, That the.
houfe agree thercto ! Carsied in the negative.
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