VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, OcToser, 1778. 23

The houfe took into confideration the report upon general Wathington’s letter, and after fome
debate thiereon, the following refolve : :

W hereas the legiflature of this ftate, on the r1th day of Aprily 1777, pafled a refolve empow-
ering his excellency general Wathington to fettle the rank of all officers in the Maryland forces
in the contipental fervice; and as the general, doubtful of the powers to him given by the {aid
refolve, has, by his letcer of the gth of O&ober, 1778, requefted an explanation of the famk,
and this houfe {eing of opinion, that the powers given to the general by the faid refolution con-
fined him to the fettc.ement of rank and precedence only 5 therefore REsoLvep, That it is the
opinion of this houfe, that the general affemtly did not mean to confer powers for changing the
appointment of any officer by adding or taking away a grade, but that the general aflembly in
forming the rofter of rank, confidered the alt of convention of the 22d of Auguft, 1776, as a
fuperfedeas of the a&ts of convention of the 15th of January, 1776, and conduted themfeives ac~
cordingly, and the rather, as that ¢ftablifbment of rank of the 22d of Auguft was agreeable to
what prevailed in moft, if not all, the other ftates, and that the general affembly intended only
to authosife an alteration in the inftance of precedence amongft thofe of fimilar rank, when it
might be found that miftakes had taken place in that refpect. : ,

Being read, the queftion was put, That the following be entered as an amendment thereto ?

W hereas the legiflature of tnis ftate, on the eleventh day of April, 1777, pafled a refolve, em=
powering his exceilency general Wathington to fettle the rank -of all officers in the Maryland
forces in the continental fervice, to quiet the minds of, and to do juftice to fuch as thought
themfelves injured by partial promotions ; and as the general, doubtful of the powers to him
given by the faid retolve, has, by his letter of the sth day of O&tober, 1778, requefted a,n,,qxpla‘#-
nation of the {ume, therefore it is REsoLvED, That his excellency general Wathington have full
power to fettle and determins the rank of all or any of the officers of this fate in the continental
fervice, both with refpeét to grade and precedence, as to him fha'l appear juft and right; and
that the prefident of the fvnate and {peaker of the houfe of delegates be direéted to write tg ,the‘

general, advifing him therecof. Refolved in the affirmative. '
AFFIRMATIVE -

£ L'oyd, Eccleflon, Veazey, Sherwood, J. Hanfon, Norris,

éW_orthin‘gtpg, Deye, - Ward, ‘Carmichael, Key, - Schhebely,

» HaH, - ‘Stevenfon, Job, - Bordley, Wilfon, - Burgefs,

= Harrifon, Hammond, R.Goldfborough, Chaille, Bond, : Lol
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£ Sewell, . Chew, Polk, Evans, Quynn, ~ Bruff,

bgThomas, , s.;Hanfcm.; ~ Smoot, Gantt, . *  HBrice, . . Keene,

©» Mackall, Maddux, Woolford, Magruder, H.Goldfborough, Smith.

ERcnglds, E ) ‘ C L0

Mr. Gantt hath leave of abfence until Wednefday next.

On motion, OrRDERED, |'hat the following : ' D
Whereas it is found by cxpericnce to be abfolutely neceffary that the legiflature of this ftate
fhould have it in their powar to infpeét the charters, adls. of affemblies, and refolves of' the con- |
ventions of the neighbousing ftates, in order that they may thereby be enabled more effetually
to co-operate with them inthe feveral meafures neceflary: for their joint. fecurity and: welfare;
and whereas no provifion has hitherto been made for that purpofe; ther¢fore REsoLvED, That
the prefident of the fenate and fpeaker of the houfe of delegates be . requéfted- to procure,  at the
expence of this ftate, the feveral charters of the f{tates of Pennfylvania, Delaware, and Virginia,
together with the feveral acls of their refpeitive aflemblies and conveations, and. that the fame,
when procured, be kept for the ufe of the tegiflature of this ftate, R R
Be entered as the refolve of this houfe. Sent to the fenate by Mr. Sherwood and' Mr. Btraw-
bridge. .. T o o S .
Agpetition of John Galloway was preferred and read, and referred to-the committe¢ appointed

to bring in the {upply bill, &c. o ‘ A I
On motion, leave givep to bring in a bill for regulating grift-mills, and for other purpofes
therein mentioned. OrDERED, That Mr. R. Goldfbpiough, Mr. Sinith, Mr. Carmichael,
Mr. Polk, and Mr. Madduk, do prepare and.bring in the fame. S ‘
The following meffape™ = S o

By the HO US E . of BELE G A‘PE S, November g;;‘; 1798
May. it pleafe your h@pm_ii-:a, ST - o

T HIS houle have taken ipto. co |3§i;dtiqx1 t I'e,ti‘ér"gif g;n'éta‘l Wifhington’s of the sth
of OQober laft, refpe&ting fank, and erewith’ fend you tire refult of their deliberation on that
fubje@. If your hanouts fhould agsee with us in opinipn, we thall hope that'his &xcellency ge-

neral Wathington may be intormedy - ag foon. s :may be,. of the powess.intgnded to hegivqpih;n
T : ! : v



