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Mr. Chafe, from the committee appointed to draft a me{lage to the {enate, on the {ubject of the

bill 1o declare the law, &« brought in a diaugbr, which was read, and tollows in thefe words :
By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, June 22, 1778.
_May it pleafe your honours, < o S

THLS houle are grearly furprited at your diffent to the bill, declaring that all perfons required
by the act, eouted, Ao A&t for the better lecunity of the government, to take the oath or af-
firmation of fujport and fidelity to this flate, and who <id not take the fame within fix weeks
after the neft day of Muarch laft, ae hable to the treble tax on all public and county affefl ients,
and other difa ilities mentioned n the faid adt. A bare negative can neither intorm us or the
public of the mctives woich govcxned your honours in xt’jeéiing the {.id tll.  As we fuppofe
your hunours have reafons for your negative, we cannot but with you would difclote them to this
houfe. Nothing but a fenfe of the 1mportance ot the bill, and an anxious { licitude, that our
and your contituctts thould have the tulleft information refpetting the conduct of both houfes on
all momentous tu-jelts, could have incited us, at this time, to call on y- ur honours for the rea-
fons which influcnced you to diflent to a law, in whih, as we conceive, the we.fare and happi-
nefls of our ceuntiy are fo deeply involved. | o

‘I'he queftion being put; That the houfe concur therewith ?  Paffed in the affirmative.

A FFIRMATTIV E

Ford, Maccubbin, Maddux, Ward, Edelen, Ch-fe,
« Read, Chew, Stwrawbridge, Wett, T homas, Sprigg,
“R. Barnrs, Forbes, ~ Smoor, Magruder, Young, J. Barnes,
& Plowd.r, Shepherd, " Heury, Contee, Dick nion, Burg:fs,
< Lethrbury., Gi ‘lon, WV urray, Brice, Mafon, Williams,
Maxw ell, H.Goldfborough.D fhn, Quynn, Smith, Bayly.

Worthington, ‘W Goldiborough,Vcazey, "
N EG A TI V L

« Lloyd, Stevenfon, R. Golciborough, Sheredine, H, Wilfon, Bond.
= Deye, ' . _
The meflage was fent to the (enate by Mr. Lethrbury and Mr. Henry. A
The con mictee of eleétions an:t privileges report, T hat by the return of the theriff of Anne-
Arundel county, it appears that Nicholas Maccubbin, jun. Efg; is duly eletted a member for faid
county in the room of John Hall, fq; who refigned. : '
Adjourned till next day § o’clock.

T U E S D A Y, Junez23 1778

~s-<HE houfe met. Prefcnt the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Smithfon. The
roceedings of vefterd.y were read.  Mr. M<Pherfon appeared in the houfe.

Mr. Robert Goli fhorcugh brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bi'l, entitled, An aé& for
the reliet of certain nenjurors, which was read the firft time, and ordered to lie on the tablé.
T he following refolutions being pfopoundéd to the houf. were confidered and approved.

REesoLvEeD, 1'h.titisthe opinion o this houfs, that all perfons who did rot take the oath or
affirmiation of fidelity and fupport to this ftate prefcribed by the act, entitled, An aé& for the better
fe. urity of the gove:nment, on or before the twelfth day of April laft, are, and of right ought to
be, iiable to the uicbie tax on .11 public and county afleflments, and to all the pains, penalties,
and difabilities of nonjurors, faving to fuch perfons who have tiken the oath or affirmation afore=
faid, fince the time alorefad, the right of commencing and profecuting fuits, and ufing and prac-
tifing the trade of mer:handife. -

REsoLVED, | netitisthe opinion of this houfe, that the fheriffs and other colle@ors of the
public and county Al fiments refpe@ively do and ought to colle&t and levy of and from all fuch
perfons who have not taken the oath or affirmation atorefaid, on or before the time aforefaid, the
treble tax on all public and county affefments, and that upon a refufal or necle&t to collect as
aforefaid, the bonds of fuch fheriffs and colle@ors fo refufing or negleGting, ought and fhall be
put in fuit. _ o , , o

I his houfe being informed, That {everal of the juftices of Talbot county, atan adjourned
March court for their county, in the firft week of June inftant, did admit fundry perfons to take
the vath or affirmation required by the at for the better fecurity of the government, and to dif-
charge them from the trevle tax ; and this houle cftceming fuch conduét contrary to the letter,
intention and fpirit of the faid aét, and evafive thereof, therefore RESOLVED, I 'hat ;he governor
and the council be requetted to enquire into the above faéts, and if found to be true, that they
remove the faid juftices trom their offices, and appoint others in their places. '

On motion, REsoLvED, [ hit the governor and the council be authorifed to order the publie
records, books, and papeis, removed from the Cit]\},,/lnf Annapolis on account of the encmy, of {ucht
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