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By the SENATE, June s, 1778,

Gentlemen, L ‘ .

T HLE fubject of your meflage of the 12th, being of a very interefting and important nature,
has had our mature deliberation ; a refpecttul regard 1s at all times due to the recommendations of
his excellency the povernor, but our conttitution and form of government, having been framed
by a very full reprefentative of the people for that purpofe fpecially convened, ought not to re-
ceive alteration, except from the greateft neceflity, and with the utmoft care and circumfpeélion.
The prefent circumitunces of the {tate may require fome change, but it is worthy of much con-
fideration, whether on that account only, it may be proper or prudent to alter any parts, which
might otherwifc be thought perfect; and though we might be willing to remove and amend any
prefent imperfettions, which may be pointed out to us, yet we would rather with to avoid going
into any alterations not abfolutely and effentially neceflary.  We therefore requett that you would
be pleafed to enumerate thofle imperfections, which from experience you have difcovered, that
we may be the better enabled to judge of the expediency of going into a commitiee of both houfes
on the {ubje@; a mode of proceeding, which, in our opinion, is not altogether regular; and,

although it has fometimes {ucceeded, yet in general, we think, has been produlive rather of de-

lay than difpatch. |
By order, R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.

The houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, on the articles
of confederation, &c. After fome time {pent therein, Mr. Speaker refumed the chair, and Mr.
Chairman reported, Th#t the committee had, according to order, taken into confideration the
fubjedt matter referred to them, but not having had time to go through the fame, had direfted
him to move for leave to fit agsin. ORDERED, That this houfe will, on to-morrow, refolve it-
felf into a committee of the whole, to confider further of the fame.

Mr. Plowden appeared in the houfe. |

Adjourned till next day g o’clock.

T U E S D A Y, June 16, 1778.

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday. The proceedings of yefterday
were read.

The houfe, according to order, refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, on the articles
of confederation, &c. After fome time fpent therein, Mr. Speaker refumed the chair, and Mr.
Chairman reported, That the committee had, according to order, taken into their confideration
the fubje® matter referred to them, and had come to a refolution thereon, which they had di-
reted him to report ; which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at the table, where
it was again read, and ordered to lic on the table, and is as follows :

The committee of the whole houfe, having taken into their confideration the articles of con-
federation and perpetual union, and the general aflembly of this ftate having, in O&ober laft, given
particular inftructions to their delegates in congref(s relative thereto, to which they have hitherto
geceived no anfwer ; Therefore REsoLvep, That their faid delegates in congrefs confider them-
felves bound by the faid inftru@ions, and that they do not ratify and confirm the faid articles of
confederation, until congrefs fhall take the faid inftruions into confideration, and fhall enable
the faid delegates of this ftate to give a dire& and pofitive anfwer thereto; and then not without
the exprefs authority of the legiflature of this ftate. -

REesoLveDp, That this houfe will, on Thurfday next, take into confideration the faid report.

Mr. Weft, Mr. Smith, Mr, Forbes, Mr. Tillard and Mr. Henry, are appointed a committee
to devife the beft ways and means to promote the trade and commerce of this ftate.

The bill, entitled, An at to prohibit, for a limitted time, the exportation of wheat, flour, rye,
Indian corn, rice, bread, bee*, pork, bacon, live ftock, and other vitual, was read the fecond time,
by efpecial order, pafled, and fent to the fenate, by Mr. Hughes and Mr. Brice. ‘

The bill, ensitled, An alt for the holding the general court for the eaftern fhore at Chefter-
Town, in Kent county, during the time therein mentioned, was read the fecond time, and will
not pafs, Sent to the fenate by Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Gretham. ,

Adjourned till 3 o’clock,

POST MERTIDTIE M

The houfe met. Mr. Semmes has leave of abfence.

‘T'he houfe taking into confideration the report of the committee of eleftions and privileges,
concur with thofe parts of the faid report relating to the elections for Talbot and Worcetter
counties,  ORDERED, That the confideration of that part of the faid report relating to the
elettion of Mr. Samue} Hanfon, be poftponed till to-morrow.

Ii ORDERED,




