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~Sent to the fenare by M. Kent and Mr. Ward, They retursi and acquaint ©Mr. Speaker
~ Agreeable to the order of the diy; the houfe refolved itfelf into a committee of the whole, om
“¢he artitles of confederation and perpetual unloft between the United States of America,  After
fome time fpent therein, Mr. Speaker refumed the chair, and Mr. Fitzhugh reported, that the
comihitiee had, aceoiding to order, taken into their confidertion the faid articles, and h?»d come
to feveral refolutions thereon, which they dire@ed him to report, and which he read in his place,
and afterwards delivered them in at the fable, where they were again read, and are as follow :
ResoLveED, That the delegates to congrefs frc? the ftate of Maryland b inftruéted to endea-
vour to get an améndmesit of the fourth article of the confederation, by ftiking out the word
“« paupers” and infarting a provifion, ¢ that one fate fhall not be burthened with the mainte~
nance of poor perfons W%xo may remove from another ftate.” . T Lo
REsoLvED, That the faid delegates be inftrulted to ufe their endeavours to ohtain an explana-
“tion of the eighth article of the confederation, whick may be canftrued to comprehend thofe lards
only which may be granted to- or furveyed for any perfan at the time of ratifying the. articles of
donfederation in the congrefs of the United Stages ; and tq reprefent that all the lands within-each
fate, theseafter granted to ar furveyed for any perfon, with the buildipgs and improvements
thereon, fhould fiom fime to time be valued aecordiag te fuch mode as the United States in cop=
grefs affembled {hall dired, to find the propertion in which each flate oughs to contribute to-
wards the common cxpence, and fupplying the treafusy of the United States. .~ =
. ResorLvEDp, That the delegates to congrefs from this flate be infiru&ed o remonfirate to the
* honourable congrefs, That this ftate cflcem it eflentially neceflary for !;Qngié;{l]fipg,;'gm. union laft-
ing, that the United Sta¥es in congrefs affembled fhould have full power toafcertain and fix the
wettern limits of thofe ftates that claim to the Mififlippi or Seuth Sea. - ‘Fhat. this ftate confider
themfelves juftly entitled to a right in common with the other members of the union, to that ex-
tenfive traét of country which lies to the weftward of the frontiers of 'the"Unitgcj States, the pro-
perty of which was riot veffed in or granted to individuals at the' commencement of the prefent
war,  That the fane listh been of may heréafter be gained from the king of Great-Britdin or
the mative Indizns by the blood and trezfure of all, ‘and oughit therefore to be 2 common éftate to
be: pranted eut oni terms beneficial to'all'the United Siates.” And that they ufé'theik utmoft~ea-
deavours to obtaih, thadt arf article to this effé®¥ be made part of the confederation. =~ =
Geéesrge Plater, hf';'frém' the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, Ar 3& for’
the better fecurity of the ‘gOVérﬁmentg thbS';'Qﬂdorfgd; [ By. the fenate, Novemhef 15’ *271:7 .
¢ Read the firft tim¢ and eidered to hie'on the table, -~ 7 7 e BT
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"Amendments ; After the word, ¢ fhall,” in the 12th ling of the firk page,.. fitike.out. to.the:
word, ¢ take,” in ths‘«,/f.a@ twelfth line, and infert, ¢ on or before the firft day of March nextd?
After the word, < fhall,” in the feventeenth ling of the firft page, firike aut:igithe werd, ¢ foletun.
1y,” and infert, ¢ on or before the firt day of March next.”. :/After the.wigrd,, ¢ page,. in, thev
eighteenth line of the firft page, firike out to the words, it bgjng,;{epr,efentcd,’f in the beginning
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of the eleventh page, and infert the feveral following claufés: - % C o de e e
¢ And be it enadted, That the faid oath and affirmation fhall ,h‘e;éakc,n withis the time aforefaid,

be‘fgre fome magiftrate of the county or city where the perfon; who tikes fuch oath or afirmation,
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i ¢ And be it enalled, That every magiftrate aforefaid fhall keep two paper books ; one for atlpir<
fons who fhall take the oath aforefaid, and the other for alk fpé:‘ﬁi’ngwho ﬂgaﬂ}t&e the ,aﬁrﬁr‘gﬁm@,
aforefaid, prefixing to one of the faid books the path aforefaid, and to the other the affirmatiog,
aforefaid. And all perfons required by this adt ta take the {aidi oath, or affirmation fhall, after™

taking the fame, fubfcribe his name thereto, -in fuch kgok as contains she gath, if fuch perfon
takes the faid oath, or in fuch book as contains the afirmation, if fuch perfon takes the faid
afifrmation; aiid if any fueh perfon contiot write his-nant€, he aF make hig mark, and the ma- .
giftrate fhall thereto fet his name. T T R

“ And, For the afcertaining fuch- as fhalV negle@ to take the faid path, or.affirmation,, and
that there may be a record evidepce of fuch megledt, ~ ° - -~ . T
¢ Be it enat¥ed, That every magiftrate af’aj!‘é%ﬂi%. fitall make out fair copies of his faid bockix
with all converfient difpatch, after the aforgfaid firft day of March, and the fame tranfmit to.the
governor and council of thig fiate, and Malk geliver the original books tp .his next coufmy-gowst: .
which fhall happen afeer the faid firft day of March next, there to be recorded. Ry iie
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