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Communicated to the governor by Mr. Craufurd.

In progreflion on a fecond reading the bill, entitled, A (upplementary a& to the a&, entitled,
an alt to promote the recruiting fervice, the quettion was pur, 'hat no common labouring fervant
fhall be valued at more than at the rate of thirty fhillings per month tor each month he thall have
to ferve ! Refolved in the affirmative.

A F FIRMATTIV E

Read, Allein, Smoot, Magruder, Bruff, Downes,
gjordan. Turner, R. Bond, $ Chafe, Wright, Douygiafs,
& Lethrbury, Jackfon, Bow:e, Brice, Bordley, Dickizton,
o Perkins, Maddox, Craufurd, Banning, Bith.p, Smith,
Z Maxwell, Polk, O. Sprigg, Kent, Sheredine, J. . Chafe.
Galloway, Ennalls,
N EG ATTI V E
= Hall, Ridgely, " Chatille, T. Bond, Williams, Crabb,
= Henry, Stevei.fon, Edelen, Archer, Wootton, Burgefs.
= Deye, Shepherd, J. Bond, Smithion, '

" The bill being read throughout by an efpecial order, the queftion was put, That the faid bill
do pafs ? Refolved in the athrmative. :

AFFIRMATTIV E

Read, Turner, Smoot, Magruder, Bruff, Downes,
gjordan, Jack{on, R. Bond, S. Chale, Wright, Douglafs,
© Lethrbury, Maddox, Bowie, Brice, Bordley, Dickiufon,
© Perkins, Polk, Craufurd, Banning, Bithop, Smith,
= Maxwell, Ennalls, O. Sprigg, Kent, Sheredine, J. T. Chafe.
Allein,
N E G A T I V E, .
@ Hall, Ridgely, Chaille, T. Bond, Williams, Crabb,
& Henry, Stevenfon, Edelen, Archer, Wootton, Burgefs.’
= Deye, Shepherd, J. Bond, Smithfon,

Sent to the fenate by Mr. Magruder and Mr. Maxwell. They return and acquaint Mr.
Speaker they delivered the bill.

Samuel Wilfon, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An aét to
punifh certain crimes, &c. and the following meflage :

By the SEN A T E, April 18, 1777

Gentlemen, . .
W E thall not, in an{wer to your meflage by Meffieurs Hall and Lethrbury, enter into a dif-
quifition of any fubje&, not neceflary to produce a paflage of the bill referred to.  We fhall up-
on all future occafions reccive wath pleafure information produced by-your deliberations ; and
though the conftitution has given us power over your bills, yet you may be affured, this autho-
rity {hall never be exercifed to rcjedt any regulation, which in our judgment confifts with the
true policy of a free and virtuous fociety.  We do not agree that the perfons particularly enu-
~ merated in your propofition, be inferted in the bill. If the enumeration comprehends perfons
not included by the gencral words in the form of government, we conceive it ought not to be
made ; if the perfons particularly mentioried in your propofition will be included by the general
words, the enumeration is not only unneceflary, but will have the effeé of creating a doubt,
whether others who appear to fall within the fame reafon, not being particularifed, can
be required to take the oath ; an inconvenience intended to be guarded againft by the general
comprenenfive words adopted by the framers of our government. We have no doubt but the
militia and military officers of this ftate, fubfifting commuflioners of towns, teachers, vifitors and
truftees of public or county fchools, and members of corporations, may be required to take the
oath under the general terms of the bill. A claufe for difqualifying ip/e facle, all officers of pro-
fit or truft, who negle@ to take the oath within three months, and for fupplying the places thus
vacated agreeable to their refpe&ive inftitutions, we think right, and theretore we agree that fuch
a claufe, purfuing the general terms of the bill, be inferted, We are forry that there thould
ftill continue a diverfity of opinion refpe@ing abfentees; we meant to deprive them of office on-
ly, fhould they not comply with the conditions of our amendment; not to {fubje&t them to im-
prifonment for life, if they returned after that time; and when you propofed to limit the time
for their return to nine ‘months, inftead of during the war, as was by us propofed, we appre-
hended there was no other difagreement between us. You have now explaincd your intention
to be different from what we underftood it to be ; and we, upon re-confideration of this {ubjeét,
do not agtee to that part of the claufe infliing the penalty of imprifonment for life upon return
after twelve months, becaufe we cannot fee the policy of the exclufion which will thereby be
Dd produced,



