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VOTES asxo PROCEEDINGS, FesrUARY 1777. g

He is, at this time, tranfporting large armies of forsign. mercenariss to complete the works of
death, defnlation, and tyranny, already begun with circumftances of cruelty and perfidy, fcarcely

rallelled in the mott barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation:

He bas conftrained our fellow citizens, taken captive on the high feas, to bear arms: againft
their country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themfelves by
their hands. '

He has cxcited domeftic infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabix
tants of our fron:iers, the mercilefs Indian favages, whoie known rule of warfare, is an undiftin-

uifhed defbru@ion, of all ages, fexes, and conditions.

In every ftage of thefe oppreflions we have petitioned: for redrefs. in: the moft humbl: terms :
Our repeated petitions have been anfwered only by repeated injury. A prince, whofe charaéter
is thus murked by every a&t which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have we been wanting in attentions to our Britith brethren. We have warned them,
from time to time, of attempts by th-ir legiflature to extend an unwarrantable juriftiGion over
us. We have reminded them of the circumftances of our emigradon. and fettlemenc here. We
have appealed to their native juftice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of

.our common: kindred to difavow thefe ufurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our con-

nexions and correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the voice of juftice and of confangui-
nitv. We mutt, therefore, acquiefce in: the neceflity, which. denounces our feparation, and
hol ! them, as we hold the reft of mankind, ememies in war, in peace friends.

WE, therefore, the reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES ¢r AMERICA, in GENE-
RAL CONGRESS affembled, appealing to 'he Supreme Judge of the world for the reQitude of

~our intentions, do, in the name, and by authority of the good people of thefe colenies, folemn-

Iy pubiifh and declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, FREE anD
INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are abfolved from all ailegiance to the Britith crown,
and that ali political connexion between them and the ftate of Great-Britain, is, and ought to
be, t.tally diflolved; and that as FREE anp iNDEPENDENT STATES, they have full
power to levy war, conclude peace, contr:& al iances, eftablifh commerce; and to do all other aés
and things which INDEPENDENT ST ATES may of right do. And for the fupport of this
declaration, with a firm reliance on the p:otection of DIVINE PROVIDENCE, we mutually
pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and our facred hinour. | o

— (FEORGTA.
Button G - innett,

L. nan f1all,

Geo. Wale n.
NorTH-CAROLINA.
Wm. Hooper,

iol'cph Hewes,

Jotin Penn.
SouTH-CAKROLIRA.
Edward Rutledge,
Thos. H-yward, jun.
Thomas Lynch, jun.
Archer Middleten.

. MARYLAND.
Samuel Chafe,

Wm. Pica,

Thos. Stone,

Charles Carroll, of
| Carrollton,

Atteft. Cua. TraomsoN, fecr.

VIRGINIA.
George Wythe,

Richard Henry Lee,

Ths. fefferion,

‘Benja, Farrifon, -

Thos. Nelfon, jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee,
Catter Braxton. '~

PENNSYLYANIA.

Robt. Morris,

Benjamin Ruth,

Benja. Franklin, -
Jotn Morton, - -
Geo. Clymer,

Jas. Smith, -~
‘Gro, Taylor, - |

James Wilfon,
Geo. Rofs.

JOHN HANCOCEK.

DeLAwARE.
C=far Rodney,
Geo. Read.

- New-York.
Wm, Floyd,
Phil. Livingfton,
Frans. Lewis,
Lewis Morris.

-« New-JersEy,
‘Richd. Stocktorn,

" Jno. Witherfpoon, -

--Fras. Hopkinfon,
“John Plare, "
.Abra, Clark.

- New-HamPSHIRE:

%gﬁah Bartlett,
‘Wi, Whipple, .
Matthew Thornton.
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MASSACHUSET Ts=
BAY’» :

Saml. Adams,
John Adims,
Robt. Freat Paine,
Elbridge Gerry.
Ruopi-lIstaxd AND

ProvipeNcE, &c,
Step. Hopkinsg,
Wifliam Ellery.

ConNECTICHY,

Roger Sherman, -
Samt. Huntington,
Wm. Williams, -
Ofiver Weior
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| In C ONGR E §.S January 18, 1797
OrpErED, That an authenticated copy.of the DECLAR

with the names of the MIEEMBERS of {

the UNITED STA ['ES, and that they be defired to have t

- .. By order of Congrefs,

‘ A true copy, Joun Hancock, pref.

DECLARATION or INDEFENDENCY,
ONGRESS, Afu_bfcr,.';ﬁ'ng{ the fame, be fent to cach of
helsame put ont RE g

JOHN HANCOCK, prefident,

Mr. Smith from the committee of claims brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following

reports .

By the COMMLET TEE of CLAIMS.

§ [

IN obedience to the order of ‘the honourable houfe, ycur committee have examined the ac-
counts of the treafurers ot the weflern and eaftern fhores, and compared the paymefts’nizde’ b
them wits the vouch-rs, amd find, by account fettled the twenty-feventh day of 'dﬁriltf‘y;'"t'i
lance due from this ftate 1o William Hindman, Efg; treafurer of the caftern fhore,  of four Muri-

dred




