98 VOTES ano PROCEEDRINGS, Fssruary 1777.

We hald thefe truths to be falf-evident,, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed,
by their CRBRATOR, with certain unalienable rights, that among thefe are life, liberty, and the
pusfuit of happinefs.—That to-fecure thefe rights, governments are inftituted among men, de-
riving their juft powers from the confent of the governed, that whenever any form of govern-
ment becomes deftru@ive of thefe ends, it is the right of the people to altsr o: to avolifh it, and to
inftitute new government, laying its foundation on fuch principles, and organizing i s powers in
fuch form, as %o them fhall feem mott likely to cftect their futety and happinefs. Prudence, in-
deed, will didkate, that governments long eitablithed, fhouid not be changed for light and tran-
fient caufes ; and accordingly all expericnce hath thewn, that munkind arec moie difpofed to fuf-
fer, while evils are {ufferable, than to right themiclves by abolifhing the forms te which the
are accuftomed. But when a long train of abufes and ufurpations, puituing invariably the fame
object, evinces a defign to reduce them under abfolute defpotifm, it 1s their vight, it is their dus
ty, to throw off fuch government, and to provide new guards for their tuture fecurity, Such
. has been the patient fufferance of thefe colonies ; and fuch is now the neceflity which conft ains
them to alter their former {yftems of government. The hiftory of the preient king of Great-Bri-
tain is a hiftory of repeated injurics and ufurpations, all having in dire& object the eftablithment
of an abfolute tyranny over thefe ftates, To prove this, let falts be fubmitted to a candid world,

He has refufed his affent to laws, the moft wholefome and neceflary for the public good.

He has forbidden his gv.vernors toﬂpafs laws of immediate.and prefling importance, unlefs fuf-
pended in their operation till his afient fhouid be ebtained ; and when fo fufpended, he has ut-
terly negleéted to attend to them.

" He has refufed to pafs other laws for the accommodation of large diftricts of people, unlefs
thofe people would relinquith the right of reprefentation in the legiflature, a right ineltimabie to
them, and formidable to tyrants only. o |

He has called together legiflative bodies at places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from
the depofitory of their puolic records, for the fole purpofe of fatiguing them into a compliance.
with his meafures. |

He has diffolved reprefentative houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly firmnefs his invafi-
ens on the rights of the people. -

He has refufed for  long time, after fuch diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby
the legiflative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their
exercife ; the ftate remaining, in the mean time, expofed to all the dangers of invafion from.
without, and convulfions within. : '

He has endeavoured to-prevent the population of thefe ffates; for that purpofe obftrulting the
laws for naturalization of foreigners ; refufing to pafs others to encourage their migrations hither,,
and raifing the conditions of new appropriations of lands. ‘ '

e has obfirulled the adminiftration of juftice, by refufing his aflent to laws fer eftablifhing
judiciary powers. - | X

He his made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the a-
mount and payment of their falaries. ' o - T

Ho has creiled a-multitude of new offices, and fent hither fwarms of officers to harrafs our
people, and eat out their fubftance.

He has kept among s, in times of peace, flanding armiss; without the confent of our legifla-
tures. -

M has affe@ed to vender the military independent of and fuperior to the civil power.

#e has convbimed: with: others to-(ubje® us to a jurifdi@ion toreign to our conftitutiom, and
uraeknowledged by cur laws giving his aflent to thetr alls of pretended legiflation : -
- For quastering basge bodies of armed troops among us :

For prored@ing them, by a meck trial, from ’punigjment for any murders which they fhould
comntit o the 1nhabituats of thefe ftates : | | I

For cutting 6ff our tradé with &}l paits of the world :

For impofing taxes on uy witheut our confent = |

Fou depriving us, in many cafes, of the benefits of trial by jury:

For tranfpérung us bejond feas to be tried for pretenved offences: | ]

For abolifhing the free fyftem of Englifh laws in a ncighbouring provirce, eftablithing therem
an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, fo as to fender it at -once an example
and fit inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute rule into thefe colonies :

For taking away our charters, abolithing our moft valuable laws, and altering fundamentally
the.forass of our goverrréfits : o L

" For {afpending our owp- lagiflatures, and dedlating themfalves imvefted with pewer to legiflate
for us in all cafes whatfoevev. o -

ﬁcﬁ.‘has- abdicated government here, by declaring us.out of his proteftion, and waging wat
againft us. | . C

He has plundered our feas, ravaged our coafts, burnt our towas, and deftioyed the lives of our
people. | ' -
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