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of eftablithing a board to fuperintend our marine, and to import ftores, muft be apparent, when
it is confidered that th;}vgovcrnor and the council muft necefla:ily be engaged in bufinels of more
momentous concern. We fend che bill back, affured that your obje&tions go not to the eft.blith-
ment of the board, but to their powers, as we are unwilling to burthen the executive depart-
ment with a bufine(s that muft engrofs their eatire attention, and requeft your honours to point
out your particular objections to the bill, which will be duly attended to.

By order, G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.

On motion, ResoLvED, That caprain Nathaniel Smith be appointed a major of the artillery
ftationed at Baltimore-Town ; that if circumftances fhould require major Fulford, ftationed at
the city of Annapolis, to repair to Baltimore-Town, that major Smith take commanua of major
Fulford during the time he fhall remain on duty there ; and if the public fervice fhould require
gmatfmajor Smith be ordered to Annapolis, that he be there fubject to the command of major

ulford. .

The engroffud bills, No. 5, 6, 7, &c. to 18 inclufive, were feverally read and affented to,
and fent to the fenate with the paper bills thereof by Mr. Turner and Mr. I'. Bond.

The bill, entitled, An act for holding an election for fheriffs in Somerfet county, &c. read a
fecond time by an efpecial order, pafled, and fent to the fenate by Mr. Jackfon and Mr. Polk,
They return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the bill. '

The houfe took into confideration the cafe of captain William Paddifon, the letter from our
agent in Martinico, and the feveral papers fent by congrefs to the council of fafety relative there-
to, and thereupon REsoLvED, That the cafe of the faid Paddifon, with the faid papers, be re-
ferred to the governor and the council, and that they be requefted to take fuch order thercin as
to them fthall feem proper.

The houfe adjourns till to-morrow morning g o’clock.

F R I D A Y, April 18, 1777.

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. Benfon. The
proceedings of yefterday were read. Mr. Veazy and Mr. Ewing have leave of abfence.

On motion, leave given to bring in a bill, entitled, A fupplementary act to the adt, entitled,
An alt to promote the recruiting fervice. ORDERED, That Mr. §. Ch.fe, Mr. Galloway,
M:. Henry, and Mr. Bruff, do prepare and bring in the fame. . o

Matthew Tilghman, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An a&
for holding an eleCtion for fheriffs in Somerfet county, &c. thus endorfed ; ¢¢ By the fenate,
““ April 17, 1777: Read a firft and fecond time by an efpecial order and will pafs.

: | ¢ By order, ‘ R. POTTS, ¢l fen.”

Which was read here and paffed for engroffing. |

Alfo a petition from Andrew Francis Cheney, thus endorfed ; ¢¢ By the fenate, April 18,
¢ 1777 : Reéad and referred to the houfe of delegates. 3 :

| ¢ By order, - R. POTTS, cl. fen.”

Which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. ,

The refolve of -yefterday, refpeéting the rank of the majors of artillery, fent to the fenate by -
Mzr. Banning and Mr. Ewing. ’

George Plater, Efq; from. the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the refolve fent up by Mr.
Banning and Mr. Ewing, thus endorfed ; ¢¢ By the fenate, April 18, 1777 : Read and concur-
¢ red with. By order, < R. POTTS, cl. fen.”

The boufe took into confideration the requeft of congrefs of the eighteenth of January laft, to
preferve on record and depofit in the archives of this, ftate the unanimous declaration of indepen-
dency, with the names of the members of congrefs fubfcribing the fame ; and thereupon Or-
DERED, That the {uid declaration be entered on the journal of this houfe, among the procccg-
ings of the high court of chancery, and alfo on the records of the general court, to perpetuate
the memory ot an event which will excite the admiration and attention of future ages, inform
pofterity of the caufes which gave rife to fo neceflary and important a revolution, and evince to
the world an approbatien of that meafure. ' o

The declaration follows in’ thefe words.

In C ON GRES S Julygsg 1976, |
The unanimous DECL ARATION of the THIRTEEN UNITED STATES of AMERICA.

W H E'Ny in the courfe of human events, it becomes neceflary for one people to diffolve the
political bands which have conneted them with another, and to aflume, ‘among the powers of
the carth, the feparite and equal ftation to which the laws of nature and of nature’s GOD enti-

tle them, a decent refpedt to the opinions of mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes
which umnpel them to the feparation. -
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