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mife that no duties whatever fhall hereafter be taken. We cannot but think it improper, fo
nedr the end of the feflion, to go into a revifal of all thofe laws and confider the propriety of repeals v
ing the whole by a prrpetual a&t; we have therefore amended the bill fo as to fufpend ‘all the
acts imp~fing duties fo far as they relate thereto, except on negroes, for two years, before the
expira‘ion ot which time, we hope our commercial affairs will wear-a more promifing afpe&t. A
general 1evifal of the laws relative to trade may be proper, and we fhall be better able to.form a-
{y(tem for the regulating our commerce. |

By order, R. POTT-’S,.CI. fen,

Which was read, the amendments agreed to, and the bill paffed for engrofling. L
Thomas Stone, Efq; from the (enate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the refolve relative to the ere&-

ino galleries in the ftadi-houfe, thus endorfed ; ¢ By the fenate, April 17, 1777: Read and

<t affented to. By order, R. POTTS, cl fen.”

Wijliam Paca, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An a&t to-
cftiflith- a2 board ot commiffioners to fuperintend the marine department, &c. thus endoried;
¢ By tie'lenate, April 16, 1777 : Read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table.

\ (X9 By ordcr, Ro PUTTS, Clo {Cl’l.
¢¢ By the fenate, April 17, 1777: Read a fecond time by an efpecial order and will not pafs.
““ By order, ' R. POTTS, cl fen.”

And the followiag meflage : ' L
' By the SEN AT E, April 17, 1777. e s

Genilemen, ST , .
‘W E have returned with our negative the bill,entitled, An a&t to eftablifh a board of commif.
fioners to fuperintend the marine department, and to import military ftores. We think the power
too extenfive, and may fubj-& this. ftate to a valt expence, which in its prefent fituation it 1s lit-
tl: able to bear. The immediate eftablifhment of fuch a board we think unneceflary, and that
all the réquifite powers for dire&ing and fuperintending the navy and commerce of; this flate, -
may with more propriety be lodged tor the prefent in thé gavernor and council. .

o - - By order, ~R. POTTS, cl. fen."
Which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. , .
Mr. J. T. Chafe brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a meflage int anfwer to the meflage of

the fenate of yefterday by Charles Carroil of Carrollton, Efq; which was read, confidered and

approved, and is as follows: - ‘ ‘ S .
. By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, April 17, 1777
May it pleafe your honours, - L |

U P O N’ confideration of. your meflage of yefterday by Charles Carroll of Carrolltons Efquire, -
we hsve.agreed to accept the claufe in the bill, direéting a punithment for thofe .who fhould.en~<
tice-our .people to return ta a dependence on the nation, or to own any-allegiance to the mo-
narch of Great-Britain, and the claufe affigning a punifhment to the perlons who fhould diffuade
or terrify our peoplc from fupporting their independency, with the infertion of the words pro-.
pofed by your honours. We do not fee the force of your reafoning in juftification of your firft -
propofal to ftrike both:thofe claufes entirely out of thebill.. You feem to admit the propricty
and frength of our obfervations in fupport of thofe claufes, and we doubt not are now.fully fa-
tisfid that the offcnces prohibited by them are great mifdemeanors, and of a very evil. teidency. -
Theé only reafon affigned for your former rejettion of them is, *¢ that they were fo incautioufly
wordid as to take away all freedom of difcoyrfe,” and. **. might be .conftrued an attempt. to de-
prive the people of deliberating on matters which concerned their fafety and welfare.” We can-
not but chfeive, that if the fubftance of thofg claufes met with your honours approbation, that
it is unufual to reject either a law or a claufe for an objection only to the terms in which they
are exprefled, and that the praélice ever obtains to propofe amendments.” Your honours there-
tore will excufe us for prefuming at firlt that your objetion had beep to the fubftance of thefe
ciauftgg iand, not to the linguage; or manner in which they were exprefled.  Any fufpiciongn
thatthead mufk be pow gutirely removed., 00

This hcufe confent to ftrike out of the bill the claufe puniﬂxingf.agtcmpts to depreciate our
currency; the’ your reafoning does nat influence our judgment to this affent, e

We acquiefce in your propofed amendment to the claufe inﬂ?éti’ng a fine on perfons who fhould:
diflua-le or difcourage others from entering into the fervice ; and alfo agree to ftrike out of the
bill the reward for taking up perfons travclling without pafles, and the claufé for thé punifhment
of the malicious and defigning circulater of falfe news, ard have only to Jament, that an offence,
in your honquisiopinien Sighly criminal, wcannot geceise: an .adequate sremedy, -even with ybur
honoure a(}iﬂapc’c, wh‘oﬂ.arc. much . better acquainted with.the. laws, -opinions and-cuftomsy ine¥”
only of the civilized nations of Europe, but of barbarians apd favages, without (as your. hofotire
are pleafed to obferve, but in which we do not acquiefce) introducing a greater mifchief,': = =
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