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appearing that the {aid Johp Stewart was a field officer at thesime of the eletion, RrsoLvep,
’Iehat the feat of the faid . Johin Stewart be vacated, : : '

Mr. Speaker iffued his warrant for the cleQion of a member in his ftead, to be held on the
cleventh day of May next. S

The bill, entitled, Ana& relating tb the bills of credit emitted by an a& of affembly pafled at
November feflion, 1766, read a fecond time, pafled, and fent to the fenate by Mr. Lcthrbury
and Mr. ‘Bordley. %"h‘cy return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the bill.

The bill, entitled, Am a& to aflefs and impofe an equal tax, &c. fent to the fenate by Mr. S.
Chafe and Mr. Bruff->“T'hey return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the bill.

Mr. Hammond has leave of abfence.: . L

Jofeph Nicholfon, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled, An act to
enable ' the governor to iffué commiffiéns ‘of oyer and términer, &c. thus endorfed ; ¢ By the fe-
¢ nate, ‘April 14, 1777 : Read the firft time and orderéd to lie on the ‘table. |

2 e «« By order, L ~ R.POTTS, cl. fen,

¢ By the fenate, Aprl 16, 1777 : Read the fecond time and will pafs with the amendment
¢¢ herewith fent.” |

Amendment propofed by the ferate..' . After the firft enating claufe infert the following:
« Provided that fuch trial be had in fome county of that fhore on which fuch offences fhall be
committed.” S : By order, S R. POTTS, cl. fen.

The amendment was read and agreed.to; and the bill paffed for.engroffing. . . ..
. Charles Carroll ot Carrollton, Lfq; from_tbe fenate, delivers to Mr. Speaker the bill, entitled,
+An 28,10 punith certain crimes, &c. and the following meflage :.

, - By the SENATE, Aprl 16, 1777.
Gentlemen, , | . ..

SENSIBLE of the impottance of the bill to punifh certain crimes and mifdemeanors, and
to prevent the growth of toryifm, and defirbus that an a& fhoeuld pafs upon fuch principles as
promife the moft permanent fecurity .to the freedom, independence and fafety of this ftate, we
have re-confidered that fubje&, and fhall 'affign the reafons for our original amendments, for our
departure from thofe which we have confented to wave, or alter, and for retaining thofe againft
which the reafoning in your meflage fetms 0 us not well founded. . :

We rejelted the claufe in the bill for infli@ing imprifonment, fine or banifhment, on perfons
who thay perfuade and entice any of the inhabitants or fubje@s of this ftate, to return to, or ac-
knowledge any dependence on, the crdwn and parliament of Great-Britain, or to own any alle-
giance or obedience to the king of Great-Britain, his heirs and fucceflors, becaufe we thought it
fo incautiqufly worded as to take away all freedom of difcourfe, even the moft innocent on that
topic, and might be conftrued by a people jealous of, and well acquainted with their rights,
into an attempt to deprive them of the freedom of deliberating on matters which they might
“think concerned their fafety-and welfare; ‘but left fuch a privilege might poflibly be perverted to
the worft of purpofes-by the real enemies of this ftate, we have confented to retain the claufe
guarded by the words ¢ wickedly, corruptly or feditioufly,”. leaving juries judges of the wicked,
corrupt and feditious intention, a power, in our opinion, fully fufficient to check the infidious
pra&ices of our enemies. : S :

We reje@ed the claufe punifhing attempts to depreciate our currency, becaufe, having made
effeGtual provifion for fupporting its credit by the tender bill, wherein punithments are annexed
to particular practices, tending to depreciate this neceffary fubftitute for money, we could not
conceive the fupport of a general penal law necefary ; a law too, which, without an{wering any
valuable purpofe, might -be conftrued into an intention to fhackle the liberty of the prefs, the
freedom of which has ever been found the beft fecurity, for the virtuous adminiftration of govern-

N

. ment. This claufe can only bé fuppofed neceffary, upon an apprehenfion that the credit of our

money could not ftand the. teft of a free examination, a.fuppofition which we never can admit;
thefe reafons induce us ftill to adhere to our amendment..

The-claufe inflicting a fine on perfons difluading or difcouraging others from enlifting, we
‘thought too extenfive, and might prevent parents and guardians, and the neareft relatives, from
giving advice to thofe who might be under their particular care ; and as we fuppoled perfuafion
from others would have no eﬁ%ct on perfons willing to enlift, fo we did not think it neceflary to
provide a remedy, but as you may be better acquainted with the evils prevailing in the different
parts of thé country, “and fuggeft this to be one, we have acceded to the cliufe, guarded
with the words advifedly and malicioufly, with an intention to obftruct the fervice ;” thus
making the ¢riminal intention the criterion of this offence. :

Our fourth amendment to the fecond claufe of the fifth page, was grounded on the reafons al-
ﬁ‘g'ned for the firft; . we have adopted the claufe in ‘the bill, with the addition of the words
« wickedly, corruptly or feditioufly,” on the principle already affigned for retaining the claufe
Rruck ou't{»y our firft amendment. T |




