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ful and infidious, than open, generous, or brave.  Their arts are more to be feared than their
arms. The public may fuftain much injury, if to diffuade or difcourage men from entering into

~ the fervice be not confidered as a mifdemeanor, and liable to fome punithment.  The cunning

fecret enemy may, by magnifying the dangers of war, the fatigues of a campaign, and the
fufferings of the foldiery, deter and prevent many from engaging in the fervice.  From theie oo-
fervations we flatfer ourfelves with your honours concurrence to that part ot our bill,

_To her internal enemies America is in great meafure indebted for the prefent unnatural war,
They diligently labour to work the deftra&ion of their native country.  Every iliiveral device,
cvery mean ungenerous ftratagem is pradtifed. A liar is one of the moft deteftable of charaters,
To publifh a falfhood to the injury of an individual, has ever been held a great offence, at al]
times and in all ages, not only by the civilized and polithed nations of Europe, nut by barbariang
and favages. Is it then no offence malicioufly and defignedly to publifh and circulate falfe news,
which may prove fatal to a whole community ? We confider the political tale-bearer, circulating,
his flander, as a dangerous foe. We only lament the difficulty of bringing him 10 punifhment,
The intention and malice will be feldom proved. Your honours will, it is hoped, concur there-
fore in this part of our bill.

We cannot affent to your propofal of ftriking out of the bill the oath of fidelity and fupport to
this government ; the obligation on difaffe@ted perfons (if required) to take it; their incapacity, on
refufal, to hold offices ; and the power invefted in the general court to order their departure from this
ftate, if adjudged dangerous to refide among us. We retain our opinion that the members of hoth
heufes, of the council, and all civil officers of this ftate, ought to take the fame oath of fidelity. This
houfe are at a lofs to conceive the reafons which influ-nced your honours judgment. ltremains a
queftion whether t"e oath propofcd was improper, whether your honours conceive that no tcft is ne-
ceflary to diftinguifh whigs from tories, friends from foes ; and whethcr the oath is fuch a one as
ought to be taken by your honcurs, and this houfe and the civil officers of government., The whole
is objected to, and we infer that no amendment could render the oath, or the bill in thofe parts,
perfect, or doubtlefs your honours would have propofed amendments. This houfe conceive the
oath in the bill the proper evidence and teft of fidelity. The oath directed by the form of go-
vernment muft have your honours hearty upprobation. By taking that oath ‘your honours re-
nounced any allegiance to the king of Great-Britain, and fwore to be faithful and to bear true
allegiance to the flate of Maryland. It is apprehended by this houfe, that the oath propofed ex-
tends no farther, and contains no more, than is implied in the oath prefcribed in the form of go-
vernment, and is only explanatory of thofe duties of the fubje& which are couched under terms
technical and legal, not obvious and plain to the common underftanding of our people. In en-
deavouring to point out, in plain and explicit terms, the duty and obligation of the fubje@s of
this ftate, we have imitated the example of our ancefters. Should we be miftaken on this fubjed,
your honours are well able to inform us. The oath propofed is fimilar to the osth long taken in
this ftate to the old government, and we doubt not your honours would require from each fubje&
of this ftate, the fame fecurity and evidence of his attachment to our new government, which he
veadily yielded and paid to the old.

This houfe are of opinion, that it is high time that fome teft fhould be eftablifhed to difcover,
if poflible, our internal and fecret foes. We have made an appeal to the confcience to difcover
the political principles of the owner. We are perfectly fatisfied your honours ardently wifh to
find out the enemies of our peace and happinefs, and would cordially join with us to bring them
to punithment.  If our attempt by a teft oath is improper or defective, your honours will doubt-.
lefs propofe fome more effetual mode. In this too we have followed the conduc of our ancefe
tors, adopted at different periods of time, where the prerogatives of the crown, and th: liberties,
of the fubje&t were beft underftood, when the duty of the one and the o>bligation of the other
were fully explained and fettled. Our affociation was intended as a teft, but proved dcfedtive,

This houfe cannot but be of opinion, that the oath is not only proper as a teft of the difaf-
fected, but that it ought to be taken by the members of both houfes, the council, and all civil
officers of this government. To this your honours obje®. We beg leave to remind your honours,
that our prefent governor, at his qualification, took the oath of delity prefcribed in the form of
government, and alfo an oath exally fimilar to the one in the bill, in purfuance of the direc-
tions of this general affembly. We beg leave further to remark, that by a law pafled a few days
2go, all future governors muft qualify themfelves for their office by taking the fame oath., What
is your honours opinion of the obligation and duty of the fubjelts of this ftate who take the oath.
of fidelity and allegiance prefcribed in the form of government ? Will your honours be pleafed
explicitly to inform us of your opinion on this head ? Are your honours of opinion, that the
oath taken by. the governor contained more than the oath prefcribed by the conftitution ? If the
oath is the fame in fubftance, and only explains and exprefles what is implied, what is the ob-
jeftion to it? If it contains greater duties, and is a ftronger evidence of attachment and fidelity
to our goverament than the oath dire@ed by the conftitution, and was neceflary to be taken by
the {upreme magiftrate, we are not able to difcover why it fhould not be taken by your honours,
this houfe, the council, and all the civil officers of this fate,. We prefume fuch an oath was

proper,



