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VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, FEBRUARY 1777, 17

Mr. Richard Parran having depirted the houfe without leave, ORrpERED, That he immediate-
ad this houfe in cuftody of Charles Jacob, appointed meflenger for that purpofe. ,
Mr. William Allein, a delegate returned for Calvert county, having never attended, and the

{ houfe being informed that he is much indifpofed, ORDERED, That the clerk write to him, and
requeft his attendance as foon as he recovers from hlsﬁxllncfs. ' , | N

] ORDERED, That the clerk write to Mr. Yeates and do&or Smith Bithop, and requeft theic

{ immediate attendance. ‘ : o o '

#  My. Perkins, Mr. Harrifon, M:. Semmes, Mr. M¢Pherfon, Mr. Benfon, Mr, Selby; Mr.

| Sheredine, Mr. Mafon, Mr. Douglafs, Mr. Beall, and Mr. Burgefs, having had leave of ab=-

¢ (ence for a few days, ORDERED, That the clerk write to them refpeétively, and requeft their

¢ immediate attendance in this houfe.

" Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Hammond, Mzr. Steele, Mr. Thomas, and Mr. Downes, are excufed on

accnunt of their indifpofition.. ) u '
Y Mr. Bowie, who had leave of abfence till Wednefday laft, and did not appear till Thur(day,
€ is excufed on account of the indifpofition of his family. . |
i Mr. Craufurd, who had leave of abfence till Monday laft, and cid not appear till Wednefday,

is excufed for the fame reafon. o . |
Mr. Ridgely having departed without leave, is excufed on the peculiar circumftances of his cafe.
¥ Mr. Smith and Mr. Smithfon not appearing on Monday laft at the call of the houfe, are fined
# one day’s allowance each. ' ' ‘ . :
Y Mr. T. Bond having departed the houfe without leave, and alleged the indifpofition of his
. family in excufe, is fined two days allowance. .

Caprain Lanfdale attended the houfe according to the order of Tuefday/the fourth inftant, and
admitted that be brought a fealed letter from Daniel Chamier, Efquire, of New-York, in the
Britih fervice, to Mr. Ridgely, a member of this houfe, but alleged that he received two other
Jetters from Mr. Chamier to fome of his relations in this ftate, unfesled, which contained no-
thing political, but related to matters of private concern only, and that he was afuied by Mr.
Chamier, that the letter direted to Mr. Ridgely refpeted only bis family and private affairs,

ResoLveDp, That the bringing a letter from any enemy of this or the United States, to any
fubje@ of this or the United States, is a high mifdemeanor, and any perfon bringing any fuch
letter ought to deliver the fame to fome judge or juftice of the peace; but on confidering the faid
circumftances alleged by captain Lanfdale, ORDERED, That he be difcharged. _ _,

OrpErED, That ‘Mr. Lanfdale be called to the bar of the houfe, and informed of the above
refolution, and that Mr. Speaker inform him, that he is difcharged from any further attendance.
Which was déne. : o . . L

Mr. Lethrbury brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a&t for the quarter-
ing of foldiets. And - : -_ » L

Mr. Ewing brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled; An a& relating to the
courts of jultice. - : S ; |

Which were feverally read the firft time and ordered to lie on the table. | o

On motion, That this houfe proceed to the appointment of commiffioners to meet commif-
fioners from the other five middle ftates at York-Town in Pennfylvania,. on Monday next,-a-
%{ecable to and for the purpofes mentioned in @ recommendation from the honourable congrefs ?

he previous queftion was called for and  put, Whether the above queftion be now put{ Car-
ri¢d in the negative. | o \ . K

Mr. S. Chale brings in and telivers to Mr. Speaker a report from the committee appointed to
prepare a draught of the cominiffions to be granted to the chancellor, judges and juftices of this
ftate, and the ocath of office to be taken by the governor, the chancellor, judges, juftices; and
~ the other civil officers of this ftate. Which was read the firlt time and ordered to lie on the table.

On reading a memorial from Jolin Tajlor, fheriff of Harford county, fetting forth, That it
has not been in his power to colle& the public dues, fo as to difcharge the claims of the public
creditors, and praying an at may pals, allowing a further time for the colle&ion of the fame,
ORDERED, That the faid memorial be referred to the confideration of a committee ; and Mr.
J. Bond, Mr. T. Bond, Mr. Archer, Mr. Smithfon, Mr, Hall, and Mr! Smith, are appointed
a committee to confider of the fame, and report their opinion thereon. |

-Adjourned-till 3 oclocke.. . -

po's T MERIDTIEM

The houfle met. U . . , | i .

Mr. Hall brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker a bill, entitled, An a& to eftablifh orphans
c:urtsblm the feveral counties of this ftate; which was read the firft time and ordered to lie on
the table. - - . .

On reading 2 fecond time the report from the committee appointed to prepare a draught of the

- commiffions to be granted to the chancellor, {udgesand juftices of this ftate, and the oath of of-
)

fice to be taken by the governor, the chancellor, judges, juftices, and the cther civil officers of
L this



