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VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, FrsruarY 1777 33

N EG A TI YV E
Mefiicurs Turner, Deye, Ridgely, Stevenfon, ' J. Bond.

. ' . L
OrperED, That Mr. Ha!l, Mr. S, Chafe, and Mr. Ridgely, be added to the commit-.
tee appointed to prepare and bring in a bill for the better regulating the militia of this ftate, for,

the defence and fecurity thereof, |
The houfe adjourns till to-moriow morning g o’clock.

F R'I D A Y, March 7, '1777".

HE houfe met. Prefent the fame members as on yefterday, except Mr. M‘Pherfon,

Mr. Selby, Mr. Douglafs, and Mr. Mafon. The proceedings of yefterday were read.

r. Hall appeared in the houfe. , . ' o .

A member of the houfe, at the requeft of the council of fafety, laid before the houfe a memo-
rial of William Goddard, of Baltimore-Town, printer, fctting forth, That in confequence of a
publication in the Maryland Journal of the 25th ult.' under the fignature of Tom Tl T uth, and
written by a member of the honourable congrefs, with a view of ferving the caufe of freedom, a
fet of men, not remarkable for their penetration and fagacity, who hold noéturnal meetings in
the town of ‘Baltimore, under the fpecious name of ¢ The Whig Club,” ufurping, with deipotic
violence, the powers of government, took great umbrage at faid publication, and in an arbjtréry in-
quifitorial manner demanded the author’s name; that he; thinking himfelt bound in honour not
to fuffer the fecrets of his prefs to be extorted from him in a tunu/tuous way, alfolute]y rcfufed.
to comply with the demand of this felf-creatéd court; whereupon they deputed, or rather detach-
ed, fix men, partly armed, to require his perfonal appearance before the'club ; that being great-
ly indifpofed, he refufed to obey the fummons that this committee, or detachment, agreeable
to their orders, forcibly carried him before their conftituents, or chiefs, to a tavern where they
had affembled ; that he was there detained a prifoner, and treated with circumftances of indigni-
ty and infult, not to be patient!v endured by a freeman poffefled with a fpark of honour or fenfi-
bility ; that after he had pufitively: refufed the crimindlicuridfity of this club;. or in any fhape to
fubmit to their ufurpation, he was held up by them, in certain refolves which they immediately
entered into, as the author of -the offeniive - performance, and therefore an enemy of the moft
dangerous kind to the United States, at the fame time warning and commanding. him, on pain
of the refentment of ¢ A Legion,” to depart the town and county within a fhort limicted term,
and all this was conducted with .the moft ridiculous apery of a legal mesting or congrefs ; that
having invariably. demeaned himfelf. as a friend of America, .to conftitutional law and govern-
ment, and the rights of mankind in general, teels a juft indignation at the unmerited abufe he:
has received from a lawlefls amtitious knot, who under the garb of loters of freedom, are vio-
lently invading the liberty of the prefs, and infringing on the moft facred rights of their unof-
fending neighoours ; that being.now exiled from his bufinefs; his family and triends; by lawlefs
power, he moft cheerfully makes application and fues for prote&iop. te your honeurable board,
(the council of (afety of the ftate)‘not dousting but fuch infamous ‘p’raé‘iiées, ténding to.injure the
common caufe of this country, and to difturb the repofe of fociety, will 'be difcounténanced by a
ublic cenfure;, and that fuch meafures will be purfued, as will effectually reftrain and deter ¢ A
egion” from violating the laws-ef the land, and the rights of humanity., Which was read, and
the houfe having referred back the faid memorial to the council of fafety, the queftion ‘was put,

: . [ h .

That this houfe will re-confider the faid memorial ? Refolved in thé afimative,
A FFIRMATIV E

Read, ~_ Hammond, Ridgely, Gilpin,, . - Chaille, - J.-Bord,! .
g]o'rdan, Hall, =~ $tévenfon, . O Sprigg, > - Mutchell, Dickinfon,
g Ford, Galloway, 8hepherd, . Magrder, . . . Edelen, J. Sprigg,
‘i Lethrbury, Turner, R. Bond, S. Chafe, Sheredine,, . Schnebely. -
Maxwell, - . Deye, = Veazy, T o S
R T "N EGATIVE - | o
« Perkins, Ewing, - Kent, Smith, Craufurd, Williams,
& Tillard, Bowie, Wright, J. T. Chafe, Brice, Crabb.
= Henry, Gibfon, Smithfon,

The queftion was then put, That the {aid memorial be referred to the council of fafety, withe
out any inftru@ions from this houfe? Carried in the negative. .

7 AFFIRMATIVE: . !
g Tillard,  Bowie,  Gibfon,  Wright, . Smith, ~ Williams,
% Henry, Craufurd, Keat, Smithfon, J. T.Chafe,  Crabb. |
= BEwing, .~ Brice, . : e A
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