VOTES axo PROCEEDINGS, FEBRUARY i777: 17

P OS T M ERIDIE M
Tbe houfc met. . Lo i .o . ' | - , )
‘Matthew Tilghman, Efg; from the fenate, delivers to Mr, Speaker the following meflage ;
By the S E N A T E, February 15, 1777- |
Gentlemen,
~ WE think it neceflary, in confequence, of the. intelligence this day received by captain
Winder, to difpatch an exprefs to general Smallwood, with inftruQions to difcharge from their
refent fervice the Virginia regiment, and the two companies of regulars on the continental
eftablifiment ; we are alfo of opinion, that orders fhould be given to countermand the Annapo-
lis inderendent company of militia, which ftill remains in this city ; 1f the exprefs fhould reach
" ¢he o ncrai tefore the troops land at Cambridge, fuch an inftruétion will probably prevent theif
la“nﬂng, and at leaft fove them 2 fatiguing and urneceflary march to Somerfet and Worcefter
countics, by avouding of which, they will be enabled to join general W athington the fconer,
w..o we have re.fon to belicve ftands in need of being fpeedily reinforced.

We con: cive fuch an inftrution the mbre neteflary, as without it, we apprehend, general
Smaliwood will look upon himfelf obliged, in compliance with his former inftrutions, to pro-
ceed wi‘h his whole force to the counties aforefaid, altho’ he fhould get on his way thither, cer-
tain information of the difperfion of the infargents, and in confequence thereof, fhould think the
further proceeding of thofe troops on their prefent expedition, uttefly ufelefs.

o 4 By order, v R. RIDGELY, el fen.

W hich-was read, and the queftion put, That the houfe concur therewith ! Refolved in the
affirmative. | . . _ . A '

ORrDERED, That a meflage be prepared and fent to the fenate acquainting them therewith.

The following meflage being prepared, was fent to the fenate by Mr. Crabb and M. Selby.

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, February 15, 1777

 May it pleafe your honours, o . L o o
T H1S houfe concur with your meflage by Matthew Tilghman, Efq; and are of opinion
that the coundil of fufety be dire@ed to fend an exprefs to general Smallwood to difmifs from
their prefent fervice the Virginia regiment on the continental eftablifhment, and that they like-

wife countermand the marching orders to the Annapolis independent company of militia.

. By order, . G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.
Samuel Wilfon, Efq; from the fenate, delivers to' Mr. Speaker the following meflage :

| By th¢ 8 EN A T E, Feébruary s, 1777
Gentlemen, | ) _
W E concur with you in the number of delegates to be fent to cengrefs, and having named
3amuel Wilion and Thomas Stdne, Efquires, to examine the ballot boxes, in conjun&ion with
the committee from your hou'e, fhall immediately proceed to ballot, but wifh you to agree with
us in empowering arly two, or  \Gte of them, to feprefent this ftate—meft of the other {tates may
be reprefented by one de egate only—what we propofe may eafe the gefitlemen appointed in their
artendance, and prevent the want of a reprefentation, which might othetwife frequently bt oce
cafioned by unavoidable accidents.| » , ‘
We alfo concur in your propofition of thanks; and have requefted the prefident of this houfe
to join the {peaker of your’s in a letter to colonel Simpfon; thanking him for his friendly and
fpirited condudt in marching his battalion to affift our friends in Semerfet and W arcefter counties.

By order; R. RIDGELY, cl. fen.
Which was read. ' |

Mr. Schnebely has leave of abfence till Monday next. o
Mr. Speaker iffued his warrant for the election of two delegates to reprefent the city of Anna~
polis in general affembly. |

The following meflage was prepared and fent to the fenate by Mr. Wright and Mr. Galloway.

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES, February 15, 1777-

May it pleafe your honours,
T HIS houfe, from a juft fenfe of the neceflity of a conftant reprefentation in congrefs, con-
eui with your meflage by Samuel Wilfon, Efd; that any two or more of the delegates to con-
grefs {haﬁ have full power and authority to reprefent this (ate. |

By order, G. DUVALL, cl. ho. del.
_ The houfé then proceeded to ballot for delegates to reprefent this ftate in congrefs, and the
ballots being depofited in the ballot box, the committec appointed by this houfe to examine the
ballots of both houfes, in conjunétion with a committee of the fenate, retired, and after fome
time the gentlemen return aind report to the houfe, that they had, with the committee of the fe-
nate, examined the ballots of both lioufes, arid that a majority appeared in favour of Samuel _
Chafe, Benjamin Rumfey, William Smith, Ch;\rlca Carroll of Carrollton, Thomas Stane, and

William




