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RQBER T E DK N, Efg; GOVERNOR. 63
OrnpERED, That Mr. ¥, Hall, Mr. Buall, Mr. Fohnfon, phd Mjy. Lioyd, do prefent the Ad-

drefs to his Excellency. .
His Excellency communicates fo Mr. Speaker the following Meflage, inclofing the following
Propofitiens. S e T : _
. GENTLEMEN o # LOWER HOUSE o ASSEMBLY.
EVERAL Minifters of the eftablithed Churob, hav,ixig prefented__im Addrefs to me, 'I take

the Libert %by Advice of the Lord Propnictary’s Council) of comimunicating it to you,
and hope you will think the Propofitions this Addrefs contains, deferve your ferious Atten-

tion.
December 8, 1773 : ROBERT EDEN.

Ts bis EXCELLENCY ROBERT EDEN, Efghire, Goternor and Commander in Cbx"cf
in and over the Province”of Maryland.

STR, . o o ; .
‘ N rE the underwritten C{qr%qun of the eftablified Church in this Province, beg Leave
to approach your Excellency with our grateful Ackﬁ'owledgmen'ts for your conftant
Actention to, and Concern for ‘thelntcreﬁs'bf our Chlirch : An Attention and Concern which
could never be more (eafonable than at the prefert Jun&ure, ©ur unhapp Situation is not
your Excel'ency, nor, we believe, unlamcn;cd. Moft cordiaﬁy do we wifh it
in odr Po®er, as it is ifi. our _Inclinatiod, to reffore the public Peace and
Tranquillity. Imprefled with this Sentiment, and grieved to find our Ufefulnefs to the Com-
munity fo unhappily interrupted by the unreafonable Prejudices which have been excited a-
gainft our Order and ourfelves, we ire not unwilling, with your Approbation, to relinquiﬂi
{ome of our undoubted Riglits. We therefore with to fubmiit to ydur Ekcellency’é Confidera-
tion the following Propofitions; the beft we have been able to form ; the Expediency or Inex-
-diency whereof we beg Leave to refer to your better Judgment. |
If there be any'wcll-foundcd Obje&i‘on againft the prefent Eftablifhment, we think it 1s;
that, in fome few Inftances, it gives £00 large Salaries. ‘To remove this, itis propofed, that
whonever the folvent taxable Perfons in a Parifh do, ot fhall exceéd Twenty-two Hundred,
the Excefs fhall be appropriated {till to the Service of the Church, by being funk into a Fund,
to be lodged on ftipulated Conditions with the Trealurer on each Shoxe, for the Purpofe of
further diffeminating religious Inftru&ion ; that is to fay, to be zipplicd, when fufficient for the
Purpofe, to the Maintenance of a feader, Leéturer, or Curate to be appointed by the Ordin-
ary » and, in Time to the EreQion of new Parifhes.. This, we are perfuaded would be to
purfue the Plan and Defign of the firft Framers of our A& of teligious Eftablithment ; and; we
rruit, remove all juft Caufe of Complaint. Whatevér may be your Sentiments of this Propo-
fizion, we allure ourfelves, you will do us the Juftice to believe, that heiein we have not been
actuated by any merel felfifh Motives, but by the n.ore becoming one of an honeft Zeal for
the Interefts of)our holy Religion. . |
Or, if fuch 3 Regulation cannot be obtained, perhips 4 Propofitioh to the following Pur-
‘To obviate the Objeétion of a Difparity of Payment in the fame Parifh, let the

ofe may.
&umberyof Tobacco and Non-Tobacco makers be afcertained let the Amount of the Tobacco
and Money Payments be alfo afccrtained as under the late Infpection Law, and the Tobacco
v.lued or rated, yearly, by the County Courts in Auguft, at a mediuin Price, and the whole
equally and faidy divided among the taxable Perfons of the Parith: This to commence and
te;minate with the prefent Infpection Law. :

" Should this alfo fail, permit us, Sir, folicitous as we are, for the Peace and Welfare of the
Province, to trefpafs {0 far on your.Patience, a8 to offer a Third Propefition. Let each taxa-
ble Perfon in a Parifh have the Option ef paying in the Month of Augufl, either the Tobacco
dus by Law to his Incumbent, of Five Shillings Common Currency ; for and continuing the
{fame Term of Years as the former Propofition was made upon. ‘

We hope, Sir; that the Propofitions which we have here made, will appear to your Excel-
lency and the other Branches of the Legiflature nopunreafdhablei not that we are fo fanguine
as to flatter sutlelves that they are without Exception. If, front any, or all of theém, or'any
other, not fhaking the Foundation of our prelent Eftablifimeérit, a Plan can be devifed accep-
table to the People apd not injurious to our Church, we fhall be happy. If not, faithfully en-
deavouring to difcharge our Duty, ‘our Refoldtion is to abide, without Deviation, by the A&
of 1701-2; the Validity whercof, we hope will foon be eftablithed by a {olemn legal Decifion.

o We are Sir, '
“Yhur dutiful bhumble Servants,

unknown to
were as much

THO. THORNTON, JONATHAN BOUCHER,

H. ADDISON, N - DAVID LOVE,

J. GORDON, | JOHN ANDREWS,

HUGH NEILL, 5 " WILLIAM EDMISTON,

ROB. READ, ’ OHN MONTGOMERY,
SAMUEL KEENE, ALTER MAGOWAN,
‘THOMAS JOHN CLAGGETT, JACOB HENDERSON HINDMAN.

FRANCIS LAUDER, :

R | ORDERED,




