ROBERT EDEN, Ef; Goverwor. g

¢ that the prefent Clergy already induéted may be paid according to the late Infpection A&
‘¢ and immediately on the Death or Removal of any of fhefc Mnitters, che Pmplc, as wdi
¢ Planters as others, fhall have it in their Option to pay for each tixable 1o Pounds of To-
¢ bacco per Poll, or Four Shillings,” which could not be done bur by twice mlerting the TFitle
of the Bill, and repeating moft of what had come from you before concerning the (‘lé;gy. Per-
mit us to remark, that in the Year 1745 there was no lnfpeltion Law, Tobacco Paymcnts
were made in the Planters Tobacco Houfes: Tobacco was then eftimated 1 our Laws at Ten,
and might have been, and- was commonly purcha(g:d at about Eighe Shlllings Currency per
Hundred : Exchange was at about L. 220 Curr.en'c‘y tor /. 105 Sterling, and the Officers Fees
were by the Bill of 1745 to have been payable in Tobacco only. By the Infpeétion Law palled
in 1747 the Debtor who paid an old Tobacco Debt in infpected Tobacco was entitled to a Re-
duction of One Fourth Part of the Quantity due.  About One Firth was deducted from the
Secretary and Commiflary General’s Fecs, as agreed in the Bill of 1745.  About One Fourth
was dedulted from the Kees taken by the other Officers in 1747, and the Farmers were in-
dulged in the Payment of Officers Fees at Twelve Shillings and Six-pence por Hundred.  Your
Honours propofe that the Regulation of Fees intended by the Bill of 1745 fhould now be efla-
blithed, that is with Refpeét to the Secretary and Commiflary General’s Offices, to fay nothing
of the other Offices, which would be allo confiderably increafed you modeitly propofe, if we
will add about 25 per Cent. to the late Regulation of Fces in thofe Offices, you will readily
agrec with us; we cannot doubt it, but what great Bencfit is to be obtained by the Country
for this enormous Addition, why the double Charge in the Commiflary General’s Office fhall
be provided againft in future, but left this might be giving up too- much, the Deputy Com-
millary’s Jurifdition muft be leflened from Eftates of 4. 150 to 50 Pounds, whereby the
poorer People would be deprived of the Eafe and Convenience of having this Bufin.fs done in
therr own Counties, or be at the Expence and T'rouble of procuring Cummiflions.

\We prefume that we need urge Notbing further to your Honours to convince you that we
ought not tu come into your Expedients, without an.attentive Confideration of them,

T"he Clergy’s Dues being the Point next in Confequence, permit us to remark, you have not
denied the Jultice of extending the Alternative to the People to P2y 30 per Poll in Tobacco, or
in Money on 32. The Governor’s Mecfluge, of the Propriety ot which (and wherein he feemed
himfelt to doubt) we can fay Nothing, has determined your Altion, though it does not feem
to have convinced your Underftanding: This very Fadt ought to render probable, at leaft to
you, what we have before afferted with regard to the Weight of the Regulation of Tobacco
carrying thro’ the former Lower Houfes that of the Officers Fees.  When we fee the folemn
Sanction of temporary Adts are et up in Oppofition to, and are expefled to bear down the
Principles of Juftice, we fhall be cautious how we adopt Expedients, A gencral uniform
Eftablihment of the Clergy is truly defirable : You muft be fenfible with us, that the People
groan under a heavy and unequal Burthen, and as you'can get Nothing by a&ling contrarily,
we hoped for your united Efforts to obtain them Relief.” We are forry thag we arc difappointed
in thofe Hopes : The Clergy are too much connected with 1'obacco to leave them out of the
Bill, nor fhall we ever take them into it fo unequally on the Tobacco Makers, unlefs we fee
fomething more eafy to them in Reverfion than Four Shillings ; but even were we difpofed to
continue the old Regulation as to the prefent Clergy with the Alternative of 30ib of I obacco,
or Four Shillings as to the future Clergy, we do not fee what fhould at the End of Seven Years
prevent another Meflage to your Houte, intimating his Excellency’s Refglution to diflent to a
Continuznce of fuch Regulation, and thereby the prefent Defign of a general uniform Eftablifh-
ment of the Clergy may be entirely defeated. ‘ o

What has Leen the Praétice or Ufage in bringing Suits on InfpeQors Bonds for the Non-pay-
ment of T'obacco according to their Notes or Kecetpts, we do not very well know; and believe
few Suits have been brought on.fuch Bonds. Perfons interefted in Londs taken in his Lord-
fhip’s Name, have fometimes made Applications to the Governor by Petition, to affign {uch
Bonds to bring Suits thereon. If fuch Applications are neceflary to enable the Perfon interefted
to bring or maintain fuch Suit, as it thould feem that the Applicaticn implics the Power of
granting or rejecting the Petition, it would likewife feem as if the Governor rhight allow of, or
prevent the Petitioner’s Remedy on the Bond; as all Perfons were by the Bill to be obiiged to
carry their ‘Tobacco to the Infpe&ing Houfes, and Infpectors Notes or Receipts w re to have
been legal Tenders, it follows asa Confequence, that the Perfon who thus being oblized, did
carry his Tcbacco to an InfpeQing Houfe, or the Perfon who being obliged, reccived an [n-
fpector’s Note or Receipt in Peyment, fhould have it in his Power to recur to that Sccurity
he was obliged by Law to confide in, without the Leave of the Governer, and therefore the
Bill intended to confer that Power. On Non-payment of any Clergv’s Dues, Cifficers or
Lawyers Fees, Publick or County Levies, or Parochial Charges, by the 1oth Day of Au v/ by the
Bill, Money only was to be levied by Way of Exccution. Your Honours Firit propofed to
fhorten the Time to the 1oth of April, though you afterwards asreed to extcnd it to the 1cdh
of Fune, and in Cafe the Defaulter was a Tobacco Maker, and owed for Officers or Lawyers
Fees, you propofed the Execution fhould be for Tobacco. The Clergy’s Dues weie put out
of this Quettion by your other Propofition, and the Publick and County Levies and Parochial
Charges not being o*jeéted to, flood as in the Bill,

We have to obferve, that confining the Time of Payment to the 1oth of Fune, excludes the
Hope to the Farmer of any Rclief from Execution by his then growimng Crop of Wheat; that
generally laying the Planter under a Neceflity of felling bis Tobacco tefore the 1oth of Sure s
laying him under a Necdfity of felling his Tobacco below its Value; that an hxcculti(,n on .
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