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¢ General Afl. mb'y.

~that proper Provifion 1s made againft its being otherwife exercifed. This Aét of Power 1s founded
~on the Deftruétin of this conttitutional Sccurity ; if Pre-ogative may rightfuily r gulate the

66 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, OcTorer 1771,

¢ Goods or Chattels,” would moft certainly, as it was defigned, have had the Force of a Prohi-
biti n againft this Exeraife of an unwarr.nted Power.

- We find in the Lower Houfe Journal ot Muy Sefli n 1692, the following Entries : <¢ Voted
¢ by the Houfe, Nemine contradicente, that it is the undoutted Right of the Frecmen of this
¢¢ Province, not to have any Fees impofed vpon them but by the Confont of the Freemenin a

‘

““ Mr. speaker, with the reft of the Members appointed, go up to the Council-Chamber
upon the Conteren. e appointed daturday Jaft, where they were admitted,.

- ¢« Mr. Speaker acquaints bis Excellency, that he was appointed by the Houfe, with feveral
<¢ other Gentdemen, to attend their H nours to give them Satisfaction 1n Kelauon to the Mer-
¢ fage fent them on Sarurday, and as to the greatcdt Part of the (id Mefl ge he wus ready to
U,’“?Ply with their Honours therein: But as to trat Purt relating to U flicers Iees, that the
Hou'e had given him a Cha'ge to acquaint their Honours, that they had fully fearched into
that Matter, and underftanding all ‘I'bings pert nent to that Queftion, have unanimo-fly
declared, thas it is the undoubted Right of the Freemen of this Province, that no Offcrs
Fres ought to be impofed upon them, but by the Confent of the Reprefeatatives in an Atlom-
oly, «nd that this Liberty was eftablith -d and afcertained by feviral Adts of Parliament, the
Authority of whi. h is fo great, as to receive no Anfwer but by Rep al of the faid St .tutes,
and produced the {. me with feveral other Autho ities ; to which the Governor’s Anfwer was,
¢ that his inftruétions from his Mujefty was to ljfen and maderate the Exorbitancy of hem, and
¢ not to fettie them 5 to which Mr. Spe ker replicd, that they were thank ul to his Majclty for
¢¢ the fame, but withal defiied, that no Fees might be teffened or advanced, tut by the Confint
¢ of the Affembly, to which the Govirnor agrecd.”  And among the Acts pfle i that Scffion,
we find one, entitled, ** An A& for Limitation of Officers Fees ;”” and ore, eniitied, ¢¢ An
“ A& for limitung the County Cl rks Fees within' th's Province,” which rcgulated and
eftab ithed the Fees of Officers. Thefe folemn and deliberate P:oveedings, was -h: Cafe
otherwife doubtful, would, we apprehend, be decifive. Permit us to cntreat ycur Excellency,
to review this unconftituti -nal Affumption of Power, and confid v its p-rnicious Confrquences,
Applications to the publick Offi- es are not of Choicr, but Neceffity.  Redrefs cannot be had for
the fmall. ft or moft trocious Injuries, but in the Courts of Juftice: And as furcly as that Ne-
ceflity does exift, acd a4 binding Force in the Proclamation or the Regulation of Fees in the
Land-Office be admitted, fo certainly muft tho Fees thereby eftablithed be p.i!y in Order to
obtain Redrefs. In the Sentiments of a much approved and admired Writer, {uppofe the Fees
impofcd by this Procl .mation, could be paid by the geod People of this Province, with the ut-
moft E.fe, and that they were the moft exaltly proporticned to the Value of the Officers Ser-
vices, yet even in fuch 4 {uppofled Cafle, this Proddamation ought to be regarded with Abhor-
rence ; for who are a free People ? Not ths/e over whom Government is reafonahly and equita-
bly ¢x rcifed, but thofe who live under a Government fo conftitutiona'ly checked and controu'ed,
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Fees agreeable to the late Infpection Law, it has a Rizht to hx any other Qu nrums; if it basa
Right to regulate to ove Penny, it his a Right to regulate to a Million; tor wh- re does its Right
ftop ? At any given Pornt? To attempt to limit its Right, after granting it to exift at all, is as
contrary to Reafon, as granting it to exift at all is contrary to Juftice: In it hus any Right to tax
us, then whether our own Money fhall continue in our own Pockets, or not, depends no longer
on us, but on the Prerogative ; there is Nothing which we can cull our own ; and inthe Words
of a Light and Urnament of the prefent Age, ¢ My Pcfition is this—I repeat it again—I will
¢¢ muintain it to my laft Hour— T axavon and Reprefentati noae infeparable—"This P fition is
¢¢ founded on th Laws of Nature ; it is more, it is 1tfelf an ctern-l Law of Nature; for wh .t-
¢ ever is a M.n’s own, is abfclutely hits own, no Man ha'h a Kight to tuke it from him, with-
<¢ out his Confent, either exprefled by himfclr or bis Reprefentative; whoever attempes to 6o g,
¢ attempts an { jury; whoever does it, commits a Robbery : He throws down the Dutinction_be-
¢¢ tween Liberty and Slavery.” ¢ The Foretathers of the America-s ¢id not lesve their native
< Ccuntry, and fubje¢t themielves to every Danger and Ihifticfs, to be red ced to a State of
“¢ Slavery.  They did not give up thar Rights 3 tor thould the prefent Pocer continue, there is
¢¢ Nothin: which they can call their own 7 Or in the Words of Mr. Locke, *¢ [7bat Property
¢ have they in thst which anather may by Right take when he pleafes, to himfeif ? -
When we refleét, Sir, that you came to this Government with every Motive to wifh the
Profperity: of the Province ; when we refleé, that you have omitted no Opjortunity of declaring
an Attachment to the Conftitution, and a Repard for the Kightsand Li erties of tue Inh.bitants 5
and that you have repeatedly exprefled a Wilhngndfs to concur in Regulations tending to ad-
v n ¢ this Country, we are defirous of indulging the fond Hope, that you have not the Jeaft
Inclination to unite the Legiflative and Executive Authories, ** te Wil to ordatn and the Power
“¢ to enforce it in the fame Perfon, as thereby a Tyianny would be eftablithed 57" and though your
Excellency, with the Advice of his Lordthip’s Council of State, iiiucd the Proclamation, and
alfo p fled the Inftrument under the Great Scal cftablithing the Fees in the Land-Cthce, after
having been put on your Gu .rd by the late Lower Houfe, who had flrongly objeltid againdt a
Continuvance of the late Regulation of Fers, not o ly becaufe it was in iome Particulars ex-
orbitant, tut for th t; tho many great Abufcs had been commitied by the Oflicers in their
Cha'g«'s, whi- b could be palliated only from the Doubtfunets of che Expreflion in the 1 ables,
and therefore fubmitte b to the Lofs of an incontrovertivly uleful Regulation of the Staple of
‘T'obacco ; and after too, your kxcellency i your fwid Mdlage told the late Lower Houle, that
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