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ROBERT EDEN, Ef Governok. 63

A Bil, entitled, An 4G for the direéting the Sale of the Lands of John Stone Hawkins, lat of
I’lincc~(;corgc’5 County, deceafed, for the Payment of the Debts of the Jaid John Stone Hawkins,
was read the Firft and Second T'ime, by an efpecial Order, patied, wnd fent to the Uppe:
Houle, with the engrofled Bills N, 29, 3¢, by Nlv. Alsale and Mr. Contee.

The Petition of “fohn Stewart and Duncan Cumplell voas read.

Orperkn, That the fume be referred to the Confideration of a Conimittee, and that they
do examine the Matter thereof, and report the {me as it (hall appear to them to the Houfe ; and
Mi. Moaley, Mr. Riflean, Mr. Deye, and Mr. Jobnjon, are appointed a Committee accordingly ;
and they have Power to fond for Perfons, Papers and Records.

The Petition of Alexander Symmer was read the Firft and Second Time and rejected,

Benedict Caloert, Ay, trom the Upper Houfe, delivers to Mr., Speaker the Puper Bills Ne,
30, feverally endorfed @ <4 By the Upper Eoufe of Aftembly, November 224, 1771
*+ grofled Bill, whercot this s the Original, read and aflented 0. '
| Signed by Order, U. SCOTT, CI. Up. Ho.”

And the Bill, entitled, An Aet 15 empower Jane Rileely, Executrix of Nicholas Greenberry
Ridgely, late of Annc-Avundel County, deceafed, to conviy the Land therein mentizned 3 thus en-
dorfed : ¢ By the Upper Heufe of Aflembly, Noversbor 224, 1771: Redd the Firgt and Sccond
Time, by an efpecial Order, and will pafs.

Signed by Order, U. SCOTT, Cl. Up. Ho.”

Which laft mentioned Bill was read here and paffed for engrofling.

Mr. Paca brings in, and delivers to Mr. Speaker the follow\/ing engrofled Addrefs,
|
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To ms EXCELLENGCY
ROBERT EDEN, Efg; Governor of MarvyLAND,

The humble ADDRESS of the Houfc of DELEGATES.

May it pleafe your Excellency,

UR indifpenfible Duty to check the Exercife of fuch Powers as are incompatible with the
permanent Security of Property and the conftitutional Liserty of the Subject, has con=
ftrained us, in the Courfe of this Seflion, to take into our Confideration your Excellcncy’s Pro-
clamation of the 26th Day of Agvember laft, rel tive to Officers Fees, and the Inftruction of
the 24:h Day of the fame Month, under the Great Seal, afcertiining the Fees of the Land-
Office ;5 and on the moft fedate Refle@ion, we have come into feveoral Refolutions, Copies of
which we beg Leave now to lay before you. ‘

The like Proclamation publithed in the Year 1733, agitated and disjointed this Province till
the Year 1747, and the Evils which were thercby occafioned ought ﬂrongly to have diufiuaced
from any Attempt again to exercife fuch Power. When, from fome Pruccc(“ngs in the Luand-
Ofhice, 1n the Time of the ].{t Affemb'y, the .t~ Lower Houf: were apprch.nfive that Go-
vernment entertained a Defign, in Cufe the feveral Branches of the Iegiflature {hould not avree
in the Regulation of Officers Fees, to attemp: eftablithing them by P:oclimation, they, in an
Addrefs to vour Excellency, afferted < the Prosriztary has no Rizhe, Sir, cither by himfelf or
““ with the Advice of his Council, to eftablifh or regutate the Fees of Office, and could we
¢ perfuade ourfiives you could pofliblv entertain a different O'pinion, we fhould be bold to tell
““ your Excellency, that the Pcople of this Province cver will oppefe the Ufurpation of fuch a
¢ Right;” to which your Excellency was pleafed to anfwer, in your Mefl' ge of the 20:h Day
of Nevember, ¢ that his Lordfhip’s Authority had net yet interpifed in the Regulation of the
¢ Fees of Officers, nor had you any Reafon to imagine that it would inzerpofe in fuch a Man-
““ ner as to jultiiy a regular Oppofiticn to it.”  From when e, 4nd your Excellency’s Declara-
tion in the lame Meflace, ¢¢ that it had been the Obhje& of youtr anxious Attention, and was
¢¢ your very earneft Wifh, to cultivate an amicable Undcrﬂanding with the Reprefentatives of
¢ the People of Adaryland, with the Aflurance, that you fhould, on every Occation, pay a due
¢ Regard to their Rights, and that you fhou!d never countcnance the illegal Exaétions of any
““ Officers, nor fubmit te any Ufurpation which might eflenually endanger that conftitutionsl
¢ Balance of counteraling Powers, {o neceflary to the Prote&ion of the People and the Prefer-
“ vation of the publick Pcace.” The good People of this Province, although they might com-
mend the Solicitude of their Delegates, had great Reafon to imagine their Approhenfions were
il grounded, efpecially, when it was remembe red, that your Exccllency, in your Firft Speech
to the late Aflembly, was pleafed to exprefs that you were fcnfible vou fhou'd be judged of by
your Actions, and not by any Aflurances you might then give the Two Houfes of your future
Conduct; to which Teft you moft readily fubmitted. But after the Senfe of the late Houfe, fo
plainly exprefled, and within a fhorter ‘Time after your Excel'ency’s laft Mefl.ge to that Houfe
than the Refolution could well be formed, your Excellency’s Procl.mations were diftibuted and
publifhed, altogether, as we apprchend, unconititutional in the Matter, and fhadowed in the
Manner with the afipned Reafon to prevent Extortion by the Ofheers, in Iinitation of the
Praétice ot arbitrary Kings, who in their Proclamations, which have heen decl.red illegal, ge-
nerally covered their Defiens with the fpecious Pretence of publick Good.

Your Excellency in your faid Meffige having been pleafed to tell the late Lower Houfe,
 Ihs Lordthip has, T think, the cleareft Richt to difpofe of his real Eftare upon f'_uch Terms as
‘“ he may think proper ; to diret the formal Ocfervances in makinz ites to his Grants, and to
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