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amending the Staple of Tobacco, for preventing Frauds in by Mujefly's Crflonis, and for the Limitatisn
t{ Officers Fees 5 and as the Regulation was to be thus cftablithed by the Bill when pafled o a

aw, we al{o could not but mean, that the Regulation fhould continue as long as the Law
cftablithing it fhould continue. In Regard to the Clergy’s Dugs, as you are not inclined to con-
tinue generally the Regulation of the late Infpeltion Act, the Matter {tands thus under our
feveral Propofitions; they may be left out of the Bill entirely, or only as to the Planters, and
be fubject to be difcharged in Money, after the Rate of 3/g each Taxable by the Farmer. It
entirely lett out of the Bill, they will be payable as they now are, and the Condiuon of the
Planters will not be altered. Tt fubject to be difcharged in Money by the Farmers, this Provi-
fion will very much fecure them from the Oppreflion to which they may be expofed, if left to
make a Compofition in Money for the 4o per Poll; for when Men are hiable to be called upon
for what they have not, they muft be under great Difadvantage in making a Contralt to pay T
what they have ; or, laftly, the prefent Clergy already inducted may be paid according to the
late Infpedtion A&, and immediately on the Death or Removal of any of thefe Nhnilters, the
People, as weli Planters as others, thall have it in their Option to pay for cach Taxable 30lb
of T'obacco per Poll, or Four Shillings, which is the Alweinative propofed by the Budl. It this

Provifion be eftablifhed, the Minifters now induced will have no Reafon to complain of urdfhip

or Breach of Confidence, and their Succeflors will be fully apprifed before their Induclion what

they are to depend upon. '

Experience has proved, that when the Settlement of Officers Fees has been the Objedt, Dil-
putes have arifen ; but Expurience has proved too, that from the Year 1747 to 177¢, the Difli-
culties on this Subject have not been {o great but Means have been found to obviate them. We
prefume, the Two Houfes, in the Year 1745, beftowed due Attention on the Bufinets they
undertook ; but we can’t imagine that afterwards, in the Year 1747, the Legilature, well ac-
quainted as they muft neceflarily have been with the Merits of the Bill of 1745, beftowed lefs
Attention, and had lefs Difcernment or Experience than their Predeceffors, or that the Le-
giflatures, who at feveral Periods continued the Act of 1747, and were fully apprifed of 1ts Ef-
fc&s, were negligent of the publick Welfure, and inattentive to their Duty. Why a Billy
agreed upon by the 'T'wo Houfes in 1745, and diffented to by a Governor, whatever might be
the Motive of his Condu&, fhould be efteemed of higher Authority than a fubfequent Law, re-
peatedly continued, as we have not hinted, fo itis not our Province to explain.  No Dctail,
how minute foever, can invalidate the Faét, that the old Table of kes received the frequent
San&ions we have referred to, and we muit think that no Argument or lluftration, after the
Repctition of {o many folemn San&ions, can be neceflary or proper, to evinee the Opinion of
the Legiflature to have long becen, that the old Table of Fees, as ic ftoed when the late Infpeltion
A& fell, was well adapted to its Purpofes. By what other Criterion can we fo fafcly judge of
the Opinion and Scntiments of Law-makers, as by the Laws they themfelves have ordained ?
W hat might be the Intention of the Lower Houfe in 1769, when tacy continued the Infpection
A&, we were not informed, for no {uch Intention as you have intimates was deciared or noti-
fied to us ; and diffufive as you may fuppole the Proof to have been, of your Intention to re-
form Abufes or reduce Exorbitancy, we fufpe¢ied none other thin what was inferred from the
Supplemental Bill to the Infpection Act, fent to us in the fame Seflion; by which, according
to our Recolle@ion, the Alternative was propofed,

By the Scheme of the Bill of 1745, the Commiﬂhry-Gcncra],w:s'to charge no Fees when the
Services fhould be performed by the Deputies 5 but it was no Part of it that there fhould be an
Erlargement of the Jurifdiction of the Deputies from L. 50 to /. 150, ‘T'he Infpeltion At
made no Provifion againft the Charge of the Commiflary-General in the above Inftance, but en-
larged the JurifdiGion of the Deputies to the Extent of /. 150. No Argumcnt can be drawn
from the rejeéted Bill to prove a Charge under the Act ¢f 1747, to be an Abunte; but the re-
jeéted Bill may be material in another View; it fhews what was the Conitruction of, and the
Ufage under the A& of 1715, and the Provifion being omitted in the Infpettion Act, {hews
what the Legiflature in 1747 intended fhould be the Operation of this Act; for it apprars by
the Journals, that the Affembly in 1747 bad the Bill of 1745 under their Conlideration,

Publick Offices were doubtlefs erected for the Benefit ot the Community, and for the fame
Purpofe are Emoluments given to fupport them. We have not intimated that Deputies were
appointed with the Intention of encreafing (the Expence, on the contrary, we have faid, that
they were introduced for the Eafe of the People, and we may add, to lefien the Charge they
were liable to before the A& of 17155 which Ad, thoush 1t did not deprive the Commifliry-
General of his Fecs, except in the Cafe of Pauper Eftates, contulted the Convenience of thofe
to whom an Option was given to tranfact Bufinefs with the Commillary-General or his Deputy.
The Commiflary-General, before the At of 1715, charged his Fees on every Adminiitration :
By this A&, if the Eftate be {o {mall as that the Inventory of it fhiall not amount to 4. 10 1t
Money, there fhall be paid to the Deputy, for granting Letters of Adminiltration, &c. the Sum
of s0fb of Tobacco, and no more; and in every fuch Cufe the Commiflary-General fhall have
no Fees. So far, and no farther, is the Commiflary-General reftrained by the At of 1715,
and the Ufage or Practice has invariably correfponded with this Reftriction. By the late In-
fpe&tion A& the Fees were exprefsly given to the Commiflary-General for evoy Letter of Ad-
miniftration, for every Bond, for every OQath, &¢. and the Generality of the Expreflion is only
qualified in Refpect of Pauper Eftates. “I'bat there fhould be an Inclination to alolifh thefe and
other Fees, we do not wonder, and apprehend that the Reduélion of Tncome has rather been
the Defign than the Correction of Abufe.  Weare moft certainly aflured the Intereft of the
Commiflary-Gencral would not be fo little confulted, by an Acceptance of what you propofed,
that
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