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« At a CoxprruNce of both Houfes of Afferndly appointed to regulate the
Jeveral Officers Iees, on Monduay the 16th Day of Sceptember, 1745,

W E R E 'P R E S F N T,
The Honourable Bryjasuy Tasker, and Daxtrn Dueany, Efgrs. of the Upper Houfe.
M. Josttua Grorot,
Maor Henwy Hacw,
Col. Jonu~n Havr,
Mr. Nicrionas GoLDSBOROUGH,
Mo Jonn Grrsian,
Dottor Grorce BucHanan, J

Who make Choice of Bewjumin Tufker, Etq; Chairman, and Richard Dsrfey their Cleik,

vof the Lower Houfe,

Your Conferices have agreed that the Ofhcers Fees fhould be under the following Regu-
lations, .

< HAT there fhall be Fifteen Pounls of Tobacco a'lowed for all Searches in the fuperior

Ofhces ; Searches under a Year’s ftinding not to be charged : And Nine Pounds of
Tobacco per Side, reckoning One Hundred and Five Words to a Side, for recording and copy-
ing in the fame Othees. | |

¢ T'hat there fhall be a Dedu&ion of one Fifth of all Officers Fees as now taken, except for
the ahove T'wo Articles.

¢« I'hat the Commuffary-General fhall have no Fees on {mall Eftates which fhall not excced
the Value of Thirty Pounds Currency, nor on Services which thall be done by the Deputy
Commilaries in Virtue of their Ofhices.

 “[hat there thall be Tables or the feveral Fees in the A& according to the Limitation now
acreed on.

" “I'nat Clerks fha!l be reftrained from entering any Motions or Orders in Civil or Criminal
C.fes, but where any Party fhall cefire and pay tor the Entry.

¢ T'hat thae be a proper Claufe in the Act to reftrain Officers from exa&ing or taking an
morc or other Fees than tuch as thall be mentioned in it; and that there be an Oath of Office ;
and that the Act fhall continue for Seven Yeuars, and to the End of the next Scfion of Affembly
which tholl heppen atter the End of the id Seven Years,”

T'his Extract nceds no Comment.  The Sen‘e of the Two Houfes on this Point is fully
and clearly exprefled. It is true that the Bill for Limitation of Officers Fres, with feveral
other Bills of Importance, were rejected by the Governor; for whit Reafon does not appear,
but it may be conje¢tured, and perhaps your Honoars may know that it was becaufe the Lower
Houfe did not pa's a Bill tor Arms and Ammunition, which at that Time was deemed an Ob-
yect of the firft Concern with Government,

In the Year 1747, when the inlpection Law firft pafled, including a Regulation of the Staple as
we'l as of the Otheers ees, this Point of the double C}‘.;zrgc‘doss‘ not appesr to have been agitat-
cd. A minute Detzil of the Circumitances attending the feveral Re-enadtings and Continuances of
that Law, would not difcover any great Fondnefs for that Part of it which relates to Oicers
Fees; and the Continuance of it in the Ycar 1709 for one Year only, with the Intention of
going fully into the Confideration of Officers Fees at the next Scflion, was a Proof to all the
World that the old "Fable of Fees was then Jooked upon as detective in many Refpe&s.

At the next Mecting of Affemblv a new Regulation of Frees was framed with many material
Alterations of the old, and in the Courfe of that Seflion the Inipe@ion Law fell. How this can

aftord, or even feem to afford, a ftrong Proof that the Opinion of the Legiflature has long becen,

that the cld "Fable as it ftocd when the Infpection Law fell, was well adapted to the Purpofes
of it, we fhall leave to your Honours to explain. It is faid that Deputy Commiflaries were infti-
tuted bv the Act of 1715, for the Eafe and Convenience of the People, to gwve them an Option
of doing their Bulinefs at home or at Arnapelis, but with no apparent View of di_ini.nifhing the
Fees ot the Commiflary-General, It may be afked whether publick Offices were erect-
ed for the Emolument ot Officers, or for the Benefit of the People? Were Deputics ap-
pointed with any apparent View of encreafing the Expence of the People, by making them pay
I'wice for the fame Service ? Or are they to pay for the Eafe and Convenience afforded them
by the Legciflature? From the Expreflion in that A&, that in the Cafe of Pauper Eftates the
Commitlary-General fhall have no Fees, it cannot be inferred that in all other Eftates he fhall
be allowed to charge Fees tor Services not done. The Probibition had been juft as neceflary if
no fuch Charge as what is called the double Charge had ever been made; becaule without it the
Commiffary- General would have charged his Fees on that Part of the Bufinefs, which upon
every Adminiftraticn, as well Pauper as others, muft neccflarily be tranfacted in his Office,
fuch as rccording the Inventory, &e. It is fo repugnant to every Principle of Reafon and
Juftice, that an Officer fhall te allowed to charge for a Service he does not perform, agd for
which another is paid, that to realon about it, is to weaken, it poflible, the Sclf Evidence of
the Propohition.  Nothing but Ufaze can in any Sort countenance a Charge fo manifeftly un-
yutt, and tho’ that Praétice may have been uninterrupted, yet it has nevertielefs for many Years
been a Subje@t of general Complaint, and it1s a Mateer of Wonder, that it has been fo long fub-
mitted to by the People.  In the Year 1793 this Poine was azaan agitated, and an Alteration in
that, s wuil as other Refpells, attempted.  "Tie Scnie o the Lower Houfe was fufficiently

thewn,




