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we fhould avoid, when endeavouring to obtain a moft beneficial Law. If it could be thewn
that any ufeful Purpofe may be attaned by our agreeing to a Bill to be prefented for Rejeétion,
we thould cheerfully adopt the Alternative in its fulleft Extent. We can’t at once conclude,
that any who huappen to Qufent from our Sentiments, do fo incautioufly, and muft adopt our ldeas
on more mature Deliberation. It is well known there are feveral fmall Parithes, wherein the
NMoinitiers have been paid principally i Tobacco, and it can’t be doubted but that their Reve-
nues would be very much diminifhed under the Alternative propofed by the Bill.  They had
litle Reafon, when indudted, to expelt this fo great Diminution. Minifters have been removed
with 2 View to their Promotion, trom Parifhes of a greater Number of Taxables not making
‘L'obacco, to Parifhes of a lefler Number making Tobacco, and we can’t aflert that there would
be no Appearance of Hardthip brought upon fuch Minifters, or that they would have no Reafon
to complain of any Breach of implicit Confidence. It is true that ¢ no Parifhes are {o inconli-
<« Jerable, but that the worft may be too good tfor the worft Minifter,” byt the Difappointment
and Hardthip fupgctted might fall upon Men of real Merit.

‘I'he Right of Appointment is in the Governor. He is not confined in the Exercife of it to
thofe now in the Province, nor does a Reftriction of his Power, in Order to refcue Merit from
Diftrefs, appear to be reafonable, when a Modification of the Alternative may prevent fuch
Diftrefs. We earneftly wifh fome Expedient could be fallen upon to remove this Difficulty,
and therefore take the Liberty to add to what we have already offered on this Subje&, that we
are willing the Regulation of the late [nfpe@ion Law may be continued in Refpeét of the Cler-
gy, with a Provito, thatin Al the Parifhes, on the Death or Removal of the prefent Incum-
bents, the Alternative fhall take Place. In the Courfe of a few Years, what is defign-d will
be accomplithed. If the Regulation be deferred, the Profpe& of a general uniform Eftablifh-
ment will be more remote.

We are equally averfe with you from allowing, that any Body of Men in the Community
are above the Law ; but all Bodics of Men, every Individual liable to be perfonally affeCted by
a Bill, may, we apprchend, whillt it is depending, petition againft its Paflage, without the
lmputation of Arrogance.

As y»u have afligned no Reafon, ncither does any occur to us, why the Officers Fees fhould
be Firtt confidered. For above a Century, Ofhicers Fees had been rated, and the Subject there-
fore could not be new in the Year 1747, and there appears to us no Ground for fuppofing,
that the Legiflature did not then well underftand it, and the Exiftence of the Infpettion Act for
above Twenty Years, under Iive continuing AQs, efpecially as the old Table has, as you ob-
{orve, been altered in fome Things, fecems to afford a ftrong Proof, that the Opinion of the Le-
oiflature has long been, that the old T"able, as it {tood when the :nipeftion Law fell, was well
adupted to the Furpofes of 1t. W hat we meant by the Expreflions, ¢ it is our unalterable Re-
(o usion not to admit of any further Reduétion than toat very confiderable one which muft ne-
c-ftaraly refult from the Election to be'given to all Perfons to pay in Money or Tobacco, and
that fo far we doland fhall abfolutély adhere to the old Regulation,” was, that we would not
arree to any Reduction of Fees properly chargeable according to the old Table, tho’ willing
that the improper Churges of Fees under|the old Table fhould be prevented in future by new

Deferiptions.  In your Enumeration of the Abufes committed by Officers, the Charge of the

Commitlary-General, when the Services are performed by his Deputies, and they are, paid, 13

mentioned. By the Term Abufe, we apprchend is meant, the taking of Fees by the Commif-

fary-General not warranted by Law.  “L'he Queftion then will be, whether the double Charge,
as it is called, was fupported by the late Infpection Aét or not.

Depuaties were introduced by the Act of 1715, They were inftituted for the Eafe and Con-
venience of the People, to give them an Option of doing their Bufinefs at Home or at Annapolis,
but with no apparent View of diminifhing the Fees of the Commiflary-General. After defining
their Duties, the A& limits the Pauper Eftates to [ 10. directs that the Deputy fhall take no
‘more than sotb of Tobicca for Letters on fuch Eftates, and provides, that in every fuch Cafe,
the Commiftary-General fhall have no Fees. . The Prohibition being thus confined to Pauper,
proves that it was not intended to comprehend other Eltates.  The late Infpe@ion A¢t makes a
(iuitar Provifion in Kefpe@ of Pauper Eftotes only. Cotemperary Ufage correfponded with this
Idca.  As far back as the Mode of charging can be traced, the Commiffaries-General have in-
variably charged the Fees in Queftion. You obferve that there has been ¢¢ the additional Charge
of Order in this Oflice for almoft ¢very A& done, when the old Table makes the Allowance
only for Orvders in Teflamenzary Canfes,” but this is a Miftake, for in the old Table thefe Articles
occur, wiz. Latering every Monion in Couit and Order thereon—For tranfmitting Balance and
Or ivr—VFor traniinitting Surctics Names and Order—or tranfmitting Diftribution and Order.—
In the Year 1753 the Lower Houfc attempted by a Bill to ftrip the Commiflary-General of his
Tees when Scrvices were performed by the Deputies ; but the Upper Houfe amended itin
this very Refpect, and the Lower concurred, fo that in the Year 1753 it was the Senfe and
Expectation of the Legiflature, that thefe Fees might, and would be charged.  And for your
further Satisfaction an this Point we have made the following Extralt, viz. ** November 12, 1753-
A ndments propofed by the Upper Houle to the Bill, entitled, Au Aét for amending the Staple
of Titucca, for preventing Frauds in bis ALijefly's Cuftoms, and for the Limitation of Officers Fees. In
the 15th Linc of the et Page, between the Words ¢ Afate” and ¢¢ Boatjwain,” put “or” e
fread or “and.”  In the 13th Line of the 173th Pags, and the 2d Line of the i4th Page,
ook the Shertts Safery <0 S inttead of ¢ Fize.”  In the Secretary’s Fees; making up the
.f-..ll(‘, when done l)y the C‘C]’k, I,L“[v(f out *¢ u;/_;('n dne /)} (/,u’ (','1’(’),(‘,” A /’[711}‘! /.(I(I'US f”l‘ JUYOTS,
i oieed by Urnler of tie Court,  leave out <€ uf ijued by Qrder of the Court,” A Copy of the
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