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R OBERT EDZEN Eh
GENTLEMEN, : \

This Anfwer to your Addrefs you fhould have received beforey had I not, from a tender Re-

gard to the Welfare of the Pravince, chafen rather to fuffer & temporary Imputation, than that

our Attention fhould be direéted from the very important Objects before you, of the depending
afpetion Ball. | ROBERT EDEN.
A @ Q P Y.

GovERNOR. 33

SITR, November 10, 1770.
E return your Excellency owr Thanks for the Communication you have favoured us
witn, of the Charge caft on eur Conduct, by the Lower Houfe of Affembly, and the
Opportunity we have thereby of vindicating- our Condudl. W hen the A& regulating the Fees
of Officers, and of ourfelves among the reft, fell, we thought it expedient to direct our Clerks
%o receive, or fecure the Fees which might arife, for Services that might be applied for; we
apprehend, and ftill think that we were not bound to perform Services, without receiving or fe-
curing a Reward for them, and in fettling our Demands, we thought the Regulation eftablithed
by an Ad of Aflembly, and which was in Force till the 22d of lait Month, would be 2 proper
Rule, and therefore directed that the Fees thoutd be charged according to that Regulation, and
paid or frcured in the following Manner. By thofe whe made na Tobacco, in Money, after
the Rate of 12/6 common Money for 100 b of Tobacco, by thofe who made Tobacco to ba
fecured by their promiffory Notes. We direéted na Qath ta be tendeied, nor fpoke of any Pro-
elamation, and fuppofe that the Clerk, if he did adminifter an Oath, was led to do it by this
Circumflance, that being direted to obferve the laie Kegulation 2s above, and to diftinguifh
berween thofe who were Makers of Tebacco, and thofe who were nat, and the late Regulation
Raving required an Oath, in fuch Cafe, therefore might adminiter it,

As to his Lordfhip’s Proclamation, we need not inferm your Excellency, that mene ever if-
fued relp :Qing the Fees of the Lan.-Office, and -herefore could not refer toit; but the late
Proprietor, eonfidering it to be an Office cencerning his private Revenue, claimed a Right to
dire& on what Conditions his Lands. fhould be granted, and we humbly conceive that hig
Cliim was juftly founded. We beg Leave further to obfetve to your Excellency, that our Di-
reCtions were more indulgent to the People than the Orders which were given by Governor
Hart as Chancellor of this Province, when upon the Lower Houfe of Affembly refufing to re-
ceive and continue an A& for the Regulation and Payment of Officers Fees, which expired im
1719, while the Affembly was fitting, he direCted the Perfon who had been appointed tq affix
the Great Seal, on no Account to affix it'to any Paper, either of a publick er private Nature,
unlefs the Party applying fhould inftantly pay for the Service, according to the Rate which had
beew prefcribed by the A& that had lately expired.

Should bis Lordthip, or his Governor for the Time being, think proper to regulate the Fees
of this Office, we fha!l h.ve no Scruple in demanding fuch, and until then fhall procged ags
cording to the above Direétions. We have, Sir,

‘ Tha Honour to0 be, with the greateft Refpeét and Regard,
. Y.ur moft obedient Servants,
Signed, BENEDICT CALVERT,

To his Excellmcy.'i
GEORGE STEUART.

Robert Eden, £/g;
Which were read.
Mr. Ringgald brings im, and delivers to Mr. Speaker, the Bill, entitled, An A2 to eafe the In-
babitants of this Province in the Payment of Atternies Fees and Dues to the Clergy : W hich was read
the kit Time, and ordered to lie on the Table.

On re:ding @ Second Time the faid Bill, the Queftion was put, that Ore Fourth inftead of
Qne Fifth be deduéted, upon Payment of the Clergy’s Dues in Money ? Refalved in the Negas

tive.
For the N E G A T I \'% E.

evs Griffith, Dickenfon, Ward, Wright,
£ | kden, Grahame, J. Paca, Beall, Hollyday,
§ Ringgold, Smallwood, Steele, Tyler, Hopper,
S, gg P
:" Chafe, Adams, Veazy, Contee, Dathiell.

J-hnfon, Tiighman, Baxter, J. Hall,
For the A F F I R M A T 1 V E
&, § Worthingtan, Aq. Hall, W. Paca, Mackall, Heugh,
§ il)eyc, Gilpin, Allen, Luckett, Wogttan.
The Bl was‘then put to its Paﬂ’ége, and will pafs.
The Houfe adjourns till To-morrow Morning VI ¢ Clock.
—— v n - e

W E D N E S D A Y, November 21, 177a.

HE Houfe met aceerding to Adjournment. The Members were called, aad all appearsd
I as on Yefterday. The Proceedings of Yelterday were’ read.,
he Bill, entitled, 4 Supplementary A to the A&, entitied, ¥in A8 1o prepont the Bxportation z“
Flour, &c. from Baltimore-Fawn, in Baltimore County, wae read a Scgand I'ime and comanitte

dtdf/’w



