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ROBERT E D E N, Efq GovErNOR. 335

Orperen, That Mr. Chafe and Mr. Ringgold do prepare and bring in the fame.

Mr. Chaje brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the faid Bill : Which was read the Firft and
Second ‘1'ime, by an efpecial Order, and will pafs. Sent to the Upper Houfe by Mr. Chafe and
Mr. Fobnfon.

Thev return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the Bill.

On Motion, Leave given to brning in a lzill, to eafe the Inhabitants of this Province in the
Payment of Attornies Fees and Dues to the Clergy.

ORrRDERED, That Mr. Ringgold and Mr. Chafe do prepare and bring in the fame.

His Excellency the Governor communicates to Mr. Speaker the f%llowing Meflage and Let-

ter, vz,

GENTLEMEN,
IT has been the Object of my anxious Attention, and is my very earneft Wifh, to cultivate |
an amicable Underitanding with the Reprefentatives of the Pcople of Maryland ; and I am
therefore deeply affeéted with Concern, to be thus driven to exprefs a Difapprobation of the
Spirit, by which f.me of your Procecdings have been guided, and which prompted your laft
Addrefs.” My Duty I fhall always ettcem it to be, to avoid every Occafion of reafonable Com-
plaint ; but 1 muft not forget, that it is my indifpen{uble Duty, to check the' Exercife of fuch
Powers, as are incompativle with the indubitable Authority of Government, the permanent
Security of Property, and the conflitutional Liberty of the Suljgt. Pretences for Cenfure are
fo eafily framed, that the moft circumfpe& Behaviour canno:"prevent them.  When they un-
h.ppily excite Animofity, give Rife to querulous Expoftulation, tend to promote popular Dil-
content, and obftruct tie Courfe of publick Bufinefs, though the Mifchiefs they produce are
much to be lamented, yet I cannot but derive great Confolation from Reflexion, when they
fpring from Paffions I am not anfwerable for.  Your pofitive Affertion, that the laft Prorogation
was an undue and 11l advifed Exertion of Power, permit me, Gentlemen, to obferve, carries
with it no Reafoning to convince my Judgment, nor any Authority to preclude a Vindication,
efpecially as the Motives, which influcnced me to apply for the Advice of thole who are ap-
pointed vy the Conftitution to give i, and the Reafons by which they evinced the Propriety of
their Opinion, have not bcen exp'ained to you. When Conjeture is indulgcd, there is great
Danger of Decepiion. Jealoufy may raife an Alirm, which an accurate {nformution of Cir-
curitances might prevent ; and under this Influcnce, Animadverfion be dire&ed againft the
Product of mere Imagination. W hether it wouls have been more regular in your Departm-nt
to have called tor a Detail ot thofe Motives and Reaforis, and arraigned my Condu& in the Ex-
er.ifc of an unqueftionable Prerogative, becaule not sgrecable to your Views, or conformable
to your ldeas, than it would be in mine, fhould | require an Account of, and on the fame
Ground condemn, your Condu:t, when excreifed in any peculiar Privilege of your Houfe, 1
{hall not undertake to determine ; but [ muft rem.rk th t, a precife Intormation of the Subjeét
ought to have prec-ded your peremptory Decifion up - it, elpecially a Decifion derogatory from
the Chraéter of thofe, who are bound by the ftriételt Ties not to deferve the Keproach it
conveys. :

I d()) not megn to fhelter, under Forms, the Principles on which T was advifed, and purfued
the Mcafure of Prorngation, and fhall tuercfore frankly explain them. When [ alted upon
them, | a&ed on a Conviétion that I peifermed a moft incunbent Obligation. When I review
them, 1 have g eat Complacency in the firm Perfuafion, that [ did whit 1 ought, and fhould
h.ve been culpable if 1 had omitted. It can hardly, I pre-fume, bea Queftion, whether, when
a Sunjedt in this Government is illegally deprived ot his perfonal Liberty, it is the Duty of the
executive Power to relieve him ? W hether, where the Authority to afford Relief is placed, there
the Application for it is regular; where this is cognizable, there the Propricty of it is determi-
nable ? The Right of Petition is eftablifhed for Purpofes (o importsne, and fecured and enforced
by San&ions fo interefting, that the Reprefentatives of a tree Pcop'e can never, on any Occa-
fion, difpaflionately wifh to impair or dif;ountenance it. They would rather be inclined to
connive at Improprieties in the Manner of cxercifing the Right, than fcan it with a View to
cenfure.

Mr. /Villiam Steuart having been committed, by Order of your Houfe, to the common pub-
lick Juil, made bis App'ication to me, for Relicf againft the Oppreflion of an arbitrary Proce-
dure, daiming that Benefit of Proteétion, to which hey in common with his Fellow-Subjelts,
is entitled. A Copy of his Commitment was laid before me, by which it appeared, that, on
the accumulative Charge ¢ of having taken Notes of Hand as the Clerk of the Land-Ofhce,
« for the Payment of Fees contrary to Law, for impofing an Oath as a Juftice of the Peace
<« not appointed and required by Law, and for an high Contempt of your Houfe,” he was
committed ¢¢ to be kept fafe and clofe in the publick Jail, until he thould be thence difcharged
¢ by Order” of your Houfe, I required the Confideration and Advice of the Council upon :ll
the Circumftances of the Cafe, and their (pinion was, that you had aflumed an unwarrantable

wrifdi&ion, which, if admitted, would cancel all the Guards and Secuiities provided by a wife
- and fice Polity for the Prote&tion of the Subje&, and that, having been illegally deprived of his
- perfonal Liverty, Mr. Steuart was entitled to the Relief, which an Exertjon of the Prerogative
-might attord him. In Confequence of this Opm_lon, and the Reafons by which it was fup-
ported, I interpofed by proroguing the General Aflembly from Friday ull the Monday next fol-
lowing, after having - palled 2l the Bills ready for my Affent, and flattered myfelf, that a fhort
Recels (45 jt had besn on ether O« cafions) wquld rather be productive of fedate-Reflexion, than
of the heavy Charge, that 1 had effsctually difmifled a publick Offender from Confinement, ob-
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