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from afking for, demanding, receiving, or taking any greater Fee than is thereby eftablifhed.
P On the above Principle he ought to be heid to an Oblervance of this Law. H«, moreover, has
g it in his Power to oblige the Perfon who wants his Aflitance, before the Bufinefs is undertaken,
to pay his Demand.  Hence he has it more in his Power than the Officer to extort and cppiels ; ?;
and thesefore, if a Difference thoyd be mage betweey them, ic oughe rather to be in binding A

. | the Lawyer with more Stri¢tne(s than the Officer ;_but thoygh you cannot deny the Exiften.e i

; of the Law which lays thefe Reftritions on the Lawyer, yet you are of Opinicn, thae he, with i}%
' more Power to opprefs, ought not to be fo ftrictly bound as the Officer who has lefs, hccau‘tb i
you fuppofe we propofed the Amendment to your Bill, entitled, An A7 1o eafe the Inhabitants of {e

this Prevince in the Payment of Attornies Fees with a View to deftroy thofe of the Profeflion, ¢ who ).
¢¢ have concurred with others in oppofing the Encroachn:cnts of Power.”  If an Obflervance of i
the Law would be realiy fo nifchicvous as to deftroy thefe Gendlemen, it ouzht to be repealed b
or rendered lefs rivorous : For a Law which intends to bring Deftru€tion upoa the Objeéls of
it, without their ?ault, is cruel indeed ; and a Law that ought not to be obfirved is exticmely
tnjudicious, and therefo-e ought to be ubrogated ; and efpecially as the Example, in Violatiors
of it, may have a bad Effet upon the Nlanners of the People, who may thereby be induced to
think, that they may difobey what they find, in the Obfervance, to be injurious to their Intesefts,
The Exorbitancy of the Profits of the Officers muft appear from the publifhed Lifls to be
very great, indeed, to thofe who are unacquainted with the Dedu@ions therefrom, they ma
be aflifted with, or form very alerming Eftimates from them ; but we have precifily propofed
that, in lieu of all other Profits, Advantages and Emoluments, theie may be allowed to the Sce |
cretary, Commitlary General, and Judges of the Land-Office, an annual Income of £ 6oo

(24
Sterling ; but this you have rejected.  If this Income would fall fhort of the Profits which arofe ‘E
from the old Regulition, why not, as good Stewards, fecure, on fo fair an Opportunity, the ‘ §f
Overplus for the publick Ufe? This we muft do you the Juftice to fay, you would not dechine, ik
if a Saving was expe&ed; but you think the £ 600 per Annum too much; we think otherwite : i
And you are apprehenfive, there would not be the fume Diligence in advancing the Intercft of
the Publick, as tucre is now employed for the Bendfit of the Officers.  Ex:ortion or Oppreflinn B
you would not defire, and if Officers commit the Crime, becaufe they gain by it, the Plan i3
ftrongly recommended by the very Circumftance, that it would take away all Tempt:tion to i
extort or opprefs ; but furely there can be very little Ground to imagine the Bufinefs, on Appli- ;
cation, would be refufed to be done by Perfons accountable to the Aflembly, as wcll as to the
Parties applying ; that Fees would not be charged for Services, when Neglig:nce would be lia- ,%,
ble to fo caly Deteétion, and to fo fevore Animadverfion, or that Sheriffs would be lefs recular %
in their Collections and Returns, when their Accounts would be furject to the Review of fo ¥

many Gentlemen, beft acquainted with the People, in every County of the Province. No Al- ¢
i ternative (as you have furyefted) given, by the A& of 1747, to the Planters, was intended to
‘ be taken from them; but a new one was offered, which that AQ did not give, and the Planter g
would, moreover, have had an Opportunity of difcharging Fees at the Rate of 12/6 per Hun- i
dred Pounds of Tobacco, by an immediate Payment, which he mighe e«fily do.  ‘T'ue principal
Services he would have Occafion for might be rated, as foon as performed, and incidental ;
Charges, arifing on Court Proccedings, would not be payable till done, and, when doue, -
would be as eafily rated as any other, and as eifily in this Province as in any Place wherc a
\ fimilar Rate obtains. Though the Points between us, at prefent, co not depend on the Propo-
: fals made at the laft, but on thofe made in this Seflion, and therefo.e it is not now very mate-
rial to confider what would have been the Effe& of the old P:opofals, if alopted, fince the
have been fuperf:ded by new ones, yet the Attention due to your laft Meflage would not allow _
us altogether to pafs over the former Pioceedings without Notice.  On what Reafons the Go-
vernor was advifed, or thought proper to prorogue the Aflembly, lately, we are not at large to
inform you ; but they weie juch, as, we are perfuaded, can be fully iuitained on the Principles
of our Conftitution.

The Points between us (befides the Time for clofing the Infpe&icn, and the Mode of reco- i
vering Penalties) this Seffion, are, whether our Staple fhall be under the Regulation, f om |
which fo great Benefuts have been inconteftably derived, for the Courfe of Twenty-three Yea-s, '
to this Province, and to the neighbouring one for a much longer Pcriod.  Whether there fhall
be provid-d a convenicnt Method of complying with an A& of Parlament, founded moft pro- z
bably upon the Infpe@®ion A&. Whether the %‘ces of Officers and Lawyess fhall be payable in j
Tobacco, or Money at the Rate of 12/b per 1001b, at the Choice of the People, as may beft :
fuic their Circumftances; and the Poll-Tax in Tobacco, or Money at the fame Rate, w:th the
fma'l Addition of 216 per Poll, in the Cafe of Money Payments. W hether the old Regu'ation,

originally eftablithed on much Deliberation, and continued by fo many different Aflemblies,
thall ftand, except in fuch Inftances, wherein Abufes are jultly chargeable to its Defe@s, in re-
fpect of which, on their being properly and regularly pointed out in a Conference, we have re-
peatedly exprefled our Willingnefs to join you in explaining, correéting, altering, or enforcing
the Provifions. We have moft clearly and exprefsly declared our Defire, that a Law might
pafs for the above Purpofes; unhappily, we fear, for the Provincg, you differ with us in Opi-
nion, and therefore we have returned your Bill with a Nega ive, extremely forry that the Time
taken up has been produ@ive of fo great Expence, and fo little Advantage to the Country.

Signed by Ord.r, U. SCOTT, Cl Up. Ho.
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Which was read.

On Motion, Leave given to bring in a Bill, to continue the Power of Infpe&ors, and for
other Purpofes therein mentioned.

OrbEreD,
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