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now to be remedied ; but I thall communicate the Reports of your Committee, and your Ad-
drefs, to the Gentlemen, who at prefent have Cuttody of the Records and Papers you mention,
and will recommend it to them, as far as lies in th.ir l’uwcr, to make any furche; Application
to me, on fuch a Subjedt, unneceflary. ROBERT EDEN.

The Meflage brought in Yefterday by Mr. Chafe was read a Second Time, and ordered to be
engrofled.

Ir. Chafe brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the faid Meflage, engroffed : Which was
read and affented to, and fent to the Upper Houle, with the Isill, cotiled, An AWor the Puy-
ment of John Duckett and others, by Mr. F. Hull and M, 12, P,

They return and acquaint Mr. Speaker they delivered the Meflage and Bill,
Mr. Johnfon brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following Mctluge, wviz.

By the LOWER HOUSE of ASSE MBLY, Novumber 17, 1970,

May it pleafe your HON O U R S,
ROM recapitulsting in your Meflages particular Parts of your Condu& in our Intercourfe
on the Infpetion %ills, in the laft and prefent Seffion, you feem defirous of doing fome-
thing more than removing, as far as you can, all I\’]i[’underﬂanding, or to fhew the proper
State to which the Matter has been brought : Your Honours will therefore permit us to place,
in One View, our Condu& on the Subject, as well as .ome Part of yours, which you may in-
. advertently have omitted. Afrer an Enquiry into the Amount of Fees. jn the principal Offi-
ces, as well as into their State .nd C ‘nditton, and being fatisfied of che Exorbitancy of the
Profi s, and the n.gligent and carelefs Manner in which thofe Offices hive been executed ; we
Compared many Accounts in which _he Fees of Office were charged, with the old Regulation,
which ought to have governed therein ; and ﬁnding that many Articles had become Common-
p! ce Charges, in Inftances where no Scrvice at all was donc 3 that others were doubly charged ;
and obfrrving that gene ally, where combined Intereft and Ingenuity could invent a colourable
Pr. text for a new Charge, it had been adopted b Fc]low-(_)fﬁccrs, we thought it highly necef-
fary, in th now altered Circumftances of the f;rovince, not only to recur to the Principle of
12/6 per Cent. on which the Infpe@ion Law was firft enacted in 1747, but alfo to make a clear
and precife I'able of Fees for Officers, that none might hope, from a2 Doubtfuln. {3 of Expre(-
fion, to .evade the plain Incention of the Law, The dependent Provifions we alfo amended by
Additions to the Qath, as well as Penaltics againft charging Fees not al'owed 5 in fome few of
the very unreafonable Allowances we moderated the Quantum, and, for the Convenicnce of
the Tobacco Makers, we extended the Time for clofing the Infpection to the 20th of Auguf?.
On this Bill your Honours the laft Seflion endoifed your Negutive, which came to us with your
Meflage, propofing principally, ¢ That the Duties and Fecs of the Officers and Lawyers, and
¢ the Dues of the Clergy, do ftand as they were limited and regulated by the faid A&, with
¢ this Difference, that all, who fhall chufe to pay for Services immediately on Performance,
¢“ may be at Liberty to difcharge the Fees in Money, after the fume Rate that Perfons who
““ lodged Certificates under the faid A& were admitted to difcharge them, )
¢“ ‘That the Farmers and others not making ‘Tobacco, and who fhall lodge Certificates, as
¢ directed by the faid A&, be allowed to pay off the Fees of the Officers and Lawyers, and the
““ Dues of the Clergy, in the Manner by the fuid A& provided. '
- *¢ That Perfons making Tobacco, be admitted to difcharge the Fees of Officers and Law-
¢ yers, and Dues of the Clergy, after the Rate of Twelve Shillings lawful Current Moncy of
¢ America for One Hundred Pounds of Tobacco, fo that fuch Pavment in Money be made on
¢ or before the Tenth Day of April Yearly.”: By which your Honours were for departing
from the Principle of the Regulation of 1747, in rejecting the Alternative to the People: The
Officers would, in many Inftances, have been Gainers from thofe who might have fmall Ac.
counts .o pay, and who would rather have paid at 125, lezal Monev, than have been at the
Trouble of going a confiderable Diftance to make Outh and obtain a Certificate of their not
making Tobacco, to entitle them to pay at 12/6 common Money ; and the feeming Benefit to
the Tobacco Maker, from an immediate Payment in Money, would have been no Advantage
to him in common Occurrences, becaufe in Court Proceedings renerally he could not know
what to tenler, or the Officer what to receive, at the I'ime the Bufincfs was done; and it muft
feem probable to your Honours, that as it would be incumbent on the Plinter to t-nder enough,
it would be the Officer’s Intenion to receive enough. As this [oufv did not conceive any of
thele Propofitions were made merely to refleét Merit on yourfelves, in giving them up on a Con-
ference, they were fearce fooner read than unanimoufly rejected in this Houfe,
To prevent the Inconvenience which muft neceflarily follow an uncxpedted Fall of a Regula-
- tion of our S:aple which had long been in Ufe, we foon aiterwards fent . Bitl to your Honours
to clofe the Accounts and Tranfaétions of the Infpettors, and provive for the Pay nent of the
County Levies and Parochial Charges, which have been intimately conneéted wi b the Infpec-
tion A&: And ftill further to leflen the Burden on the People ot Tobac. o Payments, we fent
zou another Bill, to give an Alternative in the Payment of Lawyers Fees, wnich ftood in To-
acco, on a legal Ef <blithment ; but you defecated our [ntentions, b, propofing an Amend-
ment, by which all thofe Parts of the Bl which provided for the Payment of the County Le-
vices and Parochial Charges would have been lett out, and by propofing a Regu'ation on Law-
yers, which your Houfe was never fond of, but to deftroy thofe of th Profefi n w ho have con-
curred with others in oppoling the Encroachments of Power, Your Honours then fent us down
a Bill to'continue the Infpection Law and the Supplementary Act thercto, except the Puarrs,
theren
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