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326 VOTES ax0 PROCEEDINGS, Novemgrr 1770,

An A& to remedy the Omiffion of the Enrollment of a Deed of Bargain and Sale from T#ama
Collier to Thomas Lightfoot, William Lightfoet, Abrabam Mitchell, Walter Franglin and Samu.-
Franklin,

To the honourable Speaker, - - - - L. 4
To the Clesk, - - - . - 2

O o
o O

Mr. Chafe brings in, and delivers to Mr. Speaker the following Meflage :
Bythe LOWER HOUSE o ASSEMBLY, November 16, 1770.
May it pleafe ywr H O N O U R S,

E return the Bill for the Payment of Yohn Duckett and others, whereon, to endorfe your |

Affent or Negative, according to the eftablithed Mode of parliamentary Procecding,
this Houfe will ever claim, as their inherent, undoubted and fundamental Right, the fole and
exclufive Formation of all Money Bills, as well for the ‘Application and Difpofition, as for the
granting and raifing of all publick Money ; a Right fo eflential to the Literties and Proper i2s
of thofe we reprefent, that we are determined never to give it up, or wave or weaken it in any
Manner ; and we muft obferve, that your Propofil to make Mr. Duckest an Al owance in out
Journal of Accounts, is an Infringement of that Right.  Mr. Ductetr’s Claim arifes from a
Contract made with the Lower Houfe, in November Scffion 1766, for tranf{. ribing a Record

' Book in the Land-Office, which contains Grants and Certificates of fome of the moft zncicnt
and valuable Lands in this Province ; and whic h, from the peculiar and uncommon Damage it
then appeared to have fuftained, it was deemed neceflary 10 have immediately copied ; and Mr.,
Duckett, in Expe&tation of 2n immediate Payment, unlertocok the Work for 4d. per S.de, to
be paid in Dollars at 7/6; which, had it been done in the L:ind-Office, at 9th Tobacco per
Side, the then eftablifhed Allowance for recording, would have coft niore thun treble his Charge.
We muft allo remind your Honours, that in Confequence of the fame Contraé&t with Mr. Duchett,
he was paid a Sum of Money for tranfcribing the Journal of this Houfe f om 1692 to 1715, by
an Ordinance of both Houfes, in May Scflion 1768, in which a Sum of Money granted to the
Jate Governor was included.  Thefe Confiderations wi'l, we doubt not, evince to your Ho-
nours the Juftice of Mr. Duckett’s Claim to an immediate Payment, and be fufficient 1o prevail

. on you to pafs the Bill.

We beg Permiflion alfo to remind your Honours, that our Tournal of Accounts. fent up for
your Aflent only, early in the laft Seffinn, was not returned to us, when, by your Advice, as
his Lordthip’s Council of State, the late Prorogstion h ppened, and by that Means; we h.ve
been deprived, this Seflion, of an Opportunity of mrking fuch Additions thereto, and of ad-
jufting the publick Claims in fuch Manner as we thould efteem jult and preper.

Sjgngd by ()rder, JUHl\ DLCKEFFT, Cl. LO. HO.

Which was read and ordered to lie on the Table.

Mr. W. Paca brings in, and delivers to Mr. Speaker the fo'lowing engrofled Addrefs :

To his Excellny ROBER T EDEN, Ffy; Guwernor and Commander in Chief in and over
the Province of Maryland.

The humble ADDRESS of the HOUSE of DELEGATES.

Moay in pleafe your EXCELLENCY,

E find, by Reports of the Committee appointed :0 infpel into the State of the feveral
publick Offices, in every Seffion fince the Year S-vontcen Hundred and Sixty-fix, down
to the laft, Copies of which we herewith prefent to your Excellency, that there are many Eirors
and Omiffions in the Commiffa-y’s and Land-Office, and a Neglect in not making up the Re-
cords of Judgments for feveral Years, in the Secretary’s Office, and (ome of the Alphabets and
Record Books much out of Repair, both in the Commifr.lry's and Land-Office; and thet there
are Two Bundles of Wills and Inventories, exhibited in Seventeen Hund ed and Fifty-nine and
Seventeen Hundred and Sixty, in the Commiflury’s Office, not y. t recorded.
~ The evil Confequence of Negligence or Remiffnefs in the Excention of pubiick Offices, the
Records of which are almoft the only Evidence of Property in this Province, are but too ob-
vious.  We therefore hope your Excel'ency will ufe your utmoft Influence, to have the Errors,
Omiflions and Damages which have happened, redtificd, fupplied and repiired, as far as can be;
and alfo, that there be a more exa&t Difcharge of Duty by Gentlemen who enjoy fuch publick
Offices.

The Law direéts Bonds to be given, in large Penalties, by thofe Officers for the Difcharge
of their feveral Duties, which we might order to be put in Suit for thefe Failures, except in the
Inftance where the Two Bundles of Wilis and Inventorics are not recorded, an in:pirope; Bond
having been given by Daniel Dulany, Efq; the then Comn.iflary-General, which makes an Ap-
plication to your Excellency in this Cafe more efpecially neceflury 5 and we thall be glad that
this Method of Proceeding may have the defired Effed.

Which was read and aflented to, and figned by Order of the Houfe by the honourable Speaker.

ORDERED, That My. Dickinfon and Mr. N. Thomas do acquant h's Fxcellency, that this
Houfe hath prepared an Addrefs to be prefedited 10 him, and defire to know when and where he
will be pleafed to receive it. '
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