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184 VOTES ano PROCEEDINGS, June 1

Mzr. Grefham appeared in the Houfe. . ‘ o

‘I'he Petitions of fundry Prifoners, which were delivered by Samuel Chamberluine, EAq; read the
firft ‘T'ime, and ordered to lie on the Table. ‘ . '

Mr. Ringgold brings in, and dehvers to Mr. Speaker, the following Report :

By the COMMITT E E appointed to confer with Meflieurs Prige and Calder, concerning the
Variation of the Compa)s, and repart to the Houfe their Opinions of the proper Meafures 1o be taken, to
remedy the Evils arifing therefrom.

O U R Committee having conferred with Mr. Prigg, and Mr. Calder, upon the Subjett

Y of the Variation of the Compafs, and how the Evils anfing therefrom, may be beft remedi-

cd, are informed by thofe Gentlemen, that there is a Weft Variation, of about I'wo and an Hulf,

or Three Degrees; that this Variation, is now, and has been decreafing ever fince the frft Set-
tlement of this Province ; but, that the Experiments and Obfervations they have hitherto made,
do not fufliciently authorife them, to fay at what Rate it decreafes. T'o adjuft this, and to know
whether the Decreafe be regular, at ditferent Periods of T'ime, they are of Opinion, that it
will be neceflary to make many Experiments and Obfervations, as well upon ancient, as upon
later Surveys; and that, when by this, or any other Means, the Variation of the Variation, (as
it may be termed) or the Rate in which the Variation decreafes, can be pretty nearly fetded, it
may then be proper, in order to prevent the Evil complaincd of, to have a good "T'heodolite pro-
vided by each County, that a true Meridian Line be taken and fixed in fome convenient Place,
as near the Court-Houfe in each County, as may be, by fetting up three Pillars of durable Stone,
at convenient Diftances, in the Plain of fuch Meridian ; and that fome Perfon be appointed to try
the faid Inftrument, by fuch Meridian Line, and note down, in a Book to be kept for that Pur-
pofe, among the Records of each County, the Variation of the faid Inftrument from fuch Line,
which Variation, fo found, fhall be the Standard of Variation for each County, refpectively ; and
thereafter fuch Inftrument to be tried annually, and whatever it fhall be found to vary from
fuch firft ‘Trial, to be alfo noted down in the fame Book, and be allowed in every Courfe to be
run by fuch Inftrument, until the next Trial, and a Certificate thereof given by the Perfon ap-
pointed to try {uch Inftrument, to the Surveyor of each County, refpectively, and fo from Year
to Year. Some fuch Method, as this, your Committee are of Opinion, might be etfectual to pre-
vent the Evils arifing from the Variation hercafter; and it appears alfo to your Committee, to
be very neceflary, that fomething fhould be done to regulate former Surveys; but, as this would
occafion a confiderable Change in the Situation of many Surveys, and be attended with much

Difficulty, your Committee beg Leave to ofter it, as their Opinjon, that itis moft prudent to re-

fer the Confideration of the Whole to the next Meeting of Aflembly, by which T'ime, 1t may

be hopcd, that every Gentleman will have confidered the Matter, with that Attent :n which
the Nature and Importance of it require, and come prepared to determine finally, upon fome Re-
gulation, that may prevent an Evil that is daily increafing.

All which is humbly fubmitted to the Confideration of this Honourable Houfe.

Signed per Order, Ewarp. Ferp, Cl. .

Mr. Ringgold brings in, and delivers to Mr. Speaker, a Bill, entitled, An Aé¢ to cnubic "I'homas
Hunt, Executor of William Hunt, late of London, Merchant, deceafed, and Jonathan Smyth, Lxccutor
of Peter Bayard, late of Ceecil County, deceafed, to pay the Money therein mentioned : Which s read the
firt Time, and ordered to lie on the T'able.

The Bill, entitled, An A& for lengthening the Time of infpelling Tobacco, in Frederick and Balti-
more Counties, and at Elk-Ridge I¥arehoufe, in Annc-Arundel County : Read the fecond Time; the
Queftion was put, Whether the {aid Bill do pafs ? Refolved in the Negative.

For the NEGA TIVE.

Wolftenholme, Gretham, Goldfborough,  Veazy, Hollyday,
g | Eden, Mackall, M. Tilghman,  Ward, Wright,
SN Buchanan, Harrifon, N. Thomas, Beall, Selby,
g Ringgold, Wiilfon, Sulivane, Tyler, Purncil.

Bordley, Dickinfon, '

For the A F FI RMATTI V L

¢ [ Chafe, Parran, Hooper, Allen, Jenings,
$ ) Worthington,  Gantt, Deye, J. Dathicl, Luckett,
S Johnfon, Hayward, Baxter, Crefap, Chapline.
S ( Griffith, Gale, Hall,

Mr. Hayward brings in, and delivers to Mr. Speaker, a Bill, cntitled, An A7 to prevent the
Ewils arifing from the Manumiffion of Slaves : Which is rcad the firft Time, and ordered to lic
on the Table.

T'he Bill, entitled, An A appointing new Vifttors for the Public School in ¥Frederick County, and
for other Purpofes therein mentioned ; read the fecond Time, and will pafs. Sent to the Upper
Houfe, by Mr. Fenings, and Mr. Luckett. Jehn




