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they, were vefted in the Royal Perfon, to fupport his Dignity, and maintain his Power, as an
afHuent Supply for the ordinary Expences of his Government, and were provided for the Support
of public Authority, in a Manner the leaft burthenfome to Individuals, and confidered as a
Portion which each Subje@ contributed of his Property to fecure the Remainder ; and, for thofe
Ends and Purpofes, thofe Rights and Revenues were annexed to the Supreme Power, by the
Laws and Cuftoms of the State ; and, your Committee are the more confirmed in this Opinion,
by finding that in former Times the Kings of England did conftantly and uniformly defray the
E);(pcnccs of, and fupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, and every Branch of the
Civil Government, fuch as the Payment of their Officers of State, their Judges, and other
Matters refpeting the Executive Powers of Government, out of thofe Revenues, without cal-
ling on the P.eop%c to raife Monies on themfelves for thofe Purpofes : In latter Times, when
by improvident Grants, . to private Perfons, they were fo impaired as not to remain fufficient
to fupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, and the Expences of the Civil Government,
and that Demands were made on the People for a further Supply ; the Parliament took Care that
an Account fhould be rendered of all thofe Crown Revenues that were left, the Demefne Lands
not excepted, and when they fubftituted other Funds, by Taxes on the People to make up that
Deficiency, and to eftablith a fufficient annual Sum, together with thofe Revenues fill left, to
fupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, and the Expences of the Civil Government.
They at the fame Time took Care to provide, that for the future it fhould not be in the Power of .
gc ziings and Queens of the Realm, to grant away any of thofe Revenues annexed to the
.rown by the Conftitution, for any Time longer than their own Lives, nor Leafe or Let the
Crown Lands longer than a certain Number of Years, and referving Rents by which Means
and by Efcheats and Forfeitures that might hereafter happen,-and by the Determination of many
icular Eftates, whereon many Reverfions and Remainders in the Crown did depend, the
.evenues of the Crown might again be increafed, and confequently the Burthen on the Eftates
of the Subje@® might be e'a(%d and leflen’d in all fucure Provifions to be made for the Expences
of the Civil Government, and by that Means the Crown would come to the next Succeffor with-
out any of thofe Revenues then left, being further impaired, and with all future cafual Additions.
This, together with the Recitals in the feveral Revenue Bills, 2nd thofe for taking and ftating
the public Accounts, does clearly, in the Opinion of your Committee, evince, that thofe Re-
venues were deemed, in the Senfe both of King and Parliament, of a public Nature, and for
the public Ufe; and accordingly, we find, have becn inquired into and accounted for under
the Als of Parliament laft mentioned, and more particularly as to Fines and Forfeitures, they
are looked upon as Part of the Profits arifing from the King’s Courts of Juftice, and are faid to
go to the King, for the Trouble and Charge he is at in holding Courts, and bringing Offenders
to Juftice. This being tie Cafe with Refpet to the Crown Revenues, your Committee are of
Opinion, that the Lords Proprietary of this Province cannot claim greater Advantages, Prero-
gatives, and Immunities, than belong to the Kings of Great-Britain, nor ought they to expe@
the People here to fupport the Civil Government in every Branch thereof, whilft they difpofe,
at their Will and Pleafure, of all the Revenues appropriated by the Conftitution of the Mother-
Country’to public Ufes. And, altho’ our Anceftors did, very improvidently, in the Infancy of -
the Country, when thefe Incomes and Revenues of the Lord Proprietary, arifing from the Cout}s
of Juftice, and otherwife, were inconfiderable, make a perpetual Provifion for maxls)f of thofe
Expences; yet, when the People are called upon for a further Supply, towards the Support of
any of the Officers of his Lordthip’s Government, not provided for hy perpetual Laws, your
Comnmittee are of Opinion, that in fuch Cafe the People have a Right inherent in the Contlitu-
tion to call on his Lordthip, or his Governor, to render an Account of the Monies arifing from
thofe Revenues, and to have the fame applied in Cafe of their Burthens, unlefs it thould appear
that thofe Monies have been already applied to public Ufes, and that his Lordfhip . has not the
fame abfolute, ‘uncontroulable Right to them, as to any Part of his private Eftate, as has been
alledged. |

A§d your Committce are alfo of Opinion, That tho’ the A¢t of Aflembly does direQ, that the
Provincial Amerciaments fhall be applied as the (Goverpor and Council fhall dired, yet,
Legiflature did intend, to fuch public Ufe as they fhould dire@, and never meant to give the
a private Property therein ; and under that Idea we doubt they have heretofore dire&ed them to
be paid to the Clerk of the Council, towards bis Support as an Officer of the Goyernment.

And your Committee are clearly of Opinion, That whenever pgw Taxes are demanded to
defray the Expences of Government, it becomes the Duty of the Reprefentatives of the ?gg le,
to have an Account rendered of all Provincial Amerciaments, as well a3 of all Fines and Forfei-
turcs at the Common Law, and of all Forfcitures received in Virtye of apy Laws of fhls ?ro-
vince, limiting the fame to the Lord Proprietary, for the Support of (Goverpment, that their goﬂf
ftituents may fee that all thofe Monies are rightly applied for the Ufe declared, and the Province
in general t{lcreby eafed in the Taxes laid on them, or attempted to be I3id on them, " for fup-
porting the Expences of Government.

And



