96 VOTES anp PROCEEDINGS, May 1766.
| Forthe NEG A TIVE

Wolftenholme, W. Adams, R. Goldfborough, Ward, C\re@p,
g Sothoron, 1. Adams, Heury, J. Hall, Annap. l“. Gantt,
8 Buchanan, W inder, Cockey Deye, Ch'.u!lc, (‘.,h:flplmc,
§ Johnfon, Edmondfon, Heath, Harris, Smith.
Wilfon, J. Goldfborough, Hyland, Allen, .
For the A¥ MIRMATIVE
< [ Worthington, Grahame, Smallwood, Jacob, Tilghman,
5 H. Hall, Parran, Ware, Tyler, Wiright.
E. Gantt, Hanfon, Beall, :

MTr. Selby brings in, and delivers to Mr. Speaker, a Bill, entitled, An /ié?‘for the Relief of
Infolvent Debtors : Which was Read the Firlt “1ime, and Ordered to lic on the ["able.
The Houfe adjourns till the Morrow Morning at 1X of the Clock.

"WEDNESDAY, My 21

el

FE\HE Houfe met. '
M. Tyler, from the Committee appdinted to infpect the Public Offices and Records, &e.

brings in and delivers to Mr. Speaker, the following Report, viZ,

By the Committee appointed to infpec? into the State of the Jeveral Public Offices, May 21, 1766.

OUR Committee having examined into the State of the feveral Public Offices, find, by

comparing many Original Wills, in the Commiffary’s-Office, with the Records, that the
greateft Part of thofe Records do not appear ever to have been examined, and that there have been
great Errors committed in Recording them ; amongft which we beg Leave to take Notice of the
following, wviz. William Simcock, his Will, in Lib. B. T. N©. 2. 1756, a whole Paragraph omit-
ted. George Robinfon, his Will, dated in 1696, in Lib. N° H. Fkol. 195, altngcthcr‘ difagrees,
in every Bequeft,” with the Original.  Richard Colletr, his Will, in Lib. N° 1. Fol. 314, a
tranfcribed Book, which contains Wills from 1635 to 1674, and appears to have been examined
by Sworn Examiners, yet a whole Paragraph omutted 3 this we find by comparing the Oiiginal
with the Record, and that there are but very few of the O:iginal Wills Recorded w this Bolk,
to be found in the Office.  Daniel Selby, of Somerfet County, his Will we cannot find on Re-
cord, or in the Bundles of Original Papers, though a Copy thercof, attefted by the Deputy-
Commiffary, with Letters Teftamentary thereto annexed, has been produced to your Committce.
We alfo g’nd Two Bundles, containing Wills and Inventories, exhibited in 1759 and 1760,
not yet Recorded, and that the General Alphabet in that Office, is much woin, and will not
bear Binding, and has feveral Leaves loofe.

That your Committee likewife find, by comparing the Original Certificates in the Land Office
with the Records, many of them have never been examined, and that there have been great Er-
rors committed in Recording them. ‘

Many Certificates, before the Year 1740, are thrown into an old Cheft in the Office, where
they lay in the greatelt Confufion, much torn and defaced, and the Books which contain thefe
Certificates, are not marked Examined. The Gencral Alphabet of the Patents, is much torn and
defaced, and only brought|up to the Year 1757 ; and alfo another Alphabet of Patents and Cer-
tificates, in T'wo Books, brought up to the Year 1737, much torn und defeced. Your Com-
mittee bave likewife examined the State of the Secretary’s Office, and find that Part of the
Judgments in May Term 1755, the whole of Offaber Term in the fome Year, and a fmall Part of
May Term 1756, and the whole of September 1756, are not Recorded, and that the Judgments,
before the Year 1757, do not appear to us to be Examined; and thut there is no Alphabet to
Lib. G. S. Ne. 1, which contains Judgments ; nor arc there any Judgments of the Provincial
gourt entered fince April Term 1761, a fmall Part of which Texm’s Proceedings ftill remain to

e entered.

Your Committee obferve, that the Records in the Public Offices, for a confiderable Time patt,
appear to be made up generally by Perfons who write incorredt and unfettled Hands 5 and your
Comuiittee beg Leave to annex a Lift of the Books that are now in the faid Offices. All which
is fubmitted to the Confideration of your Honourable Houfe.

Signed per Order, Joun DuckeTT, Jun. Clk.
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