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¢chere would not be a perfe&t Coincidence of our Opinions ; we can’t help remarking, that you';'
Conclufion, from fuch Premiffes, againft the vidieulous annual Farthing-Tax, to fupport the Salary of
the Clerk of the Councii, is rather too ludicrous. ‘1he Terms, ¢ Struggles for Liberty,” you
have without Doubt, 2 Right to ute; but when applied to the very little Atfair of the Clerk’s Sa-
lary, Words expreflive of a /fs important Difpute, would be more proper. S

The Precedents, we cited, were the deliberate and voluntary A&s of fenfible, honeft, and free
Men on a Subj{ec”c they well underftood ; and, if fuch ought to be of a0 Weight, we confefs our-
felves to be miitaken. -

Why Mr. Ryfs did not make his Claim, or whether the Pra&ice hath, or hath not prevailed
of making it, as you mention, we are not informed but by Mr. Rofi’s Declaration. that it never
was the Practice ; but it is obfervable, that he did not put in his Claim for making out Journals
as Clerk of the Upper Houfe, which hath however been allowed, without Difpute ; and, as it
can't be imagined he intended ta give that up, there feemed to be very little Reafon for your In-
ference from his Omiffion with refpect to his Claim as Clerk of the Council.

What you have obferved in Reference to our Propofition for appointing an Agent, or Agents
for both Houfes, doth not in this Place require a particular Anfwer ; becaufe in our Meflage with
your Agent-Bill, we have at iarge explained on what Principles we are, equally with yourfelves,
L citled to one; and we refer to that Meffage for 2 clear Refutation of your Objection to our
Propofal.  The Cafe you have put to fhew that our Propofal was unreafonable, may impofe up-
on thole who have not been accuftomed to examine Matters of an extenfive and complicated po-
litical Nacure; but they who can penetrate deeper into the Subject will perceive a Variety of
Circumftances which ought to be maturely confidered, and which your thort familiar Cafe doth
not include. We fhould think that the Cafe might more properly be ftated in this Manner:
Two Men are concerned in a joint Stock, and have a Difference of Opinion about their refpec-
tive Rights . Isit not juft that cach fhould be heard in fettling their refpeClive Pretenfions ; and
equally juft, thag, if the one requires Part of the Common Property to fupport his Claims, the
other {hould be allowed to apply an adequate Part of it in his Defence? We do not fay that our
Cafe fuggetts a proper Idea of the Queftion, becaufe there is 2 peculizr Complication of Circum-
fiances arifing from various political Rights which can’t be comprehended in thefe {hort IHuftra-
¢ions. Our View, we moft fincerely declare, in propofing the Expedient of an Agent was, 10
bring to 2 final Determination all our little Differences, that thefe Occafions of Jealoufy, and of
the Obftruction of the Public Bufinefs, might be extinguifhed ; and we conceive, that the Ex-
pence of maintaining Agents for this Purpofe, Two or Three Years, would be amply compen-
{ated by the bencficial Confequence of having fo many Rars to the Inftitution of ufeful Regula-
tions removed ; and we are unfeignedly forry, that the propofed Expedient hath been rejected
upon fuch Pretences, s do not evince that ferious Regard for the Welfare and Profperity of the
Province we expected you would, on fo fair an Opportunity, have fhewn, and which would have
repretfed all petulant Sallies of 2 ludicrous Humour, "nd an - affettation of Wit which at beft
{eems only to have confifted in fome very feeble Effufions.

Confittently with your candid Defign of giving 2 full and impartial Information to the Public,
we prefume the Bill you framed for the Appointment of an Agent will be Publithed in order to
its being feen, that, confcious of the Purity of your own Intentions, you have not had the leaft
Difficulty in Trufting yourfelves with a large annual Sum of Public Money, for which you wouid
be liable to no Account, and which you might apply to what Ufes and Purpofes you thould think
fit; for, tho' in the Title and Preamble, you [peak of the Appointment of an Agent, none of
the enacting Claufes reftriét you to that Application of the Money ; and if, in the. Extent of
your Enquiries, you can (we {peak not of Times of Turbulence and Fa&tion) find any Inftance
of a like Power being afked by, and vefted in a Britifp Houfe of Commons on 2ty Occafion, you
will explain it, that none may {ufpect your having been atuated by any other than the moft lau-
dable Mouves. o

Your Claim to an Allowance is indubitably a juft one; and the Propofition we made, pro-
ceeded not from any Opinion that you are not entitled to the legal Satisfattion of it, but becaufe,
had the Journal patfed without M. Rsfi’s Allowance, it would have been an effectual and irrevo-
cable Rejedtion of it. The ufual Manner of paying it; was in the Journal, with your Allow-
ance; and, as we apprehended, that his and yours ought to.have been paid togethcr, we propo-fed
that they fhould il go together, and, tho’ we did not think that other Claims were morgjuit
than his or yours, yet, out of Tendernefs to the Diftrefles of many of the _Pubhc Creditors,
who had done nothing to obftru@ the Paffage of the Journal, we fignified “our Confent that
they fhou!d be paid immediately ; and you muft, in general, approve of our Tendernefs, tho’
you may not fo eafiiy forgive an Expedient which did not regard your Convenience with fo
much Favour as it did rhars. Confidering all the Claims to be jult we objefted to any Diftinc-
tion berween them, when it did not appear to be neceflary for the Relicf of the Diftrefled ; but,
fince we fnd, that the Pallage of the Journal, this Seffion, hath become defperate, we are now
willing to pafs yowr Bill for the Payment of the Expences mcur{cd on Account of the late War,
and hope you will not alter your Opinton of the peguliar Hardfhips of the C.lalmanﬁs, and
Compaffion they are entitled to, becaufe we now are defirous that they may be immediately {atisfied.

o
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